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FROM THE EDITORôS DESK 

òIn the Beginningó  
 

The story of the history of Alcoholics Anonymous 
begins way before its actual founding. 

 
      Much of the history begins with the Temperance 
movements of the mid-1800's. One of these movements 
was the Washington Temperance Society or the 
Washingtonians. Several self-admitted drunkards founded 
this movement not in Washington, D.C. but in Baltimore, 
Maryland. These men met in, of all places, a tavern to form 
the movement. It grew in leaps and bounds with parades, 
Temperance Pledges and hospitals. It eventually grew to 
such proportions that they forgot what their original intentions 
were. 
      They recruited politicians and celebrities. Everyone was 
"taking the pledge." A movement first started by alcoholics, 
for alcoholics, eventually became open to everyone and was 
watered-down so much that eventually it began to disappear. 
      Several other movements for alcoholics developed 
afterwards from which AA took several components to 
incorporate into their program of recovery. One of these, 
Peabodyism, named after Richard Peabody, a therapist from 
the Boston, Mass. area. 
      Later when Mr. Peabody moved to the Gramercy Park 
area of New York City his office was very close to Calvary 
Episcopal Church where the Rev. Samuel M. Shoemaker, Jr. 
was Pastor.  
 

The Oxford Group 
 

      The next movement was the Oxford Group. This 
movement which began around 1908 was originally called "A 
First Century Christian Fellowship" was begun by Frank N.D. 
Buchman, a Lutheran minister from Pennsylvania. The 
Oxford Group was focused upon changing the world, "One 
Person at a Time." At Oxford Group "House Parties," 
members "surrendered" on their knees and gave testimony 
(or shared) of their deliverance from their "sin" of alcoholism, 
smoking, etc.Around 1940 the Oxford Group changed its 
name to Moral Re-Armament. This movement still exists 
today with offices worldwide. 
      Bill W. was introduced to the Oxford Group by Ebby T., 
an old boyhood friend in November of 1934. He was a 
drinking buddy of Bill's who had gotten "religion" through the 
Oxford Group after being introduced to it by Rowland H. 
Rowland reportedly had been in therapy with Doctor Carl G. 

Jung in Switzerland. Doctor Jung had told Rowland, 
according to official AA history, that there was no hope for 
him. No hope that is, unless he were to experience a "vital 
spiritual experience." Rowland reportedly was introduced to 
the Oxford Group by Doctor Jung and then passed the 
message along to Ebby. 
 
      ñRecent research by Wally P., (archivist and historian) 
has turned up Rowlandôs personal records, which are at the 
Providence Historical Society in Providence, Rhode Island. 
Rowlandôs personal records do not indicate that he was in 
Switzerland during the period stated in most AA history 
books.ò 
 

Bill W's "Success" 
 
      Bill W.'s drinking had progressed to such a point that in 
1933 he was admitted to Towns Hospital in New York City. 
This was the first of four hospitalizations for alcoholism 
between 1933-1934. It was at Towns Hospital that Dr. 
William Duncan Silkworth declared him a hopeless 
alcoholic. According to Norman Vincent Peale, Dr. 
Silkworth said the Great Physician, Jesus Christ, could cure 
alcoholics who were declared hopeless. 
Again, another person who said that only a vital spiritual 
experience would "cure" the alcoholic. 
      Soon after Ebby's visit with him, Bill was admitted for 
the last time to Towns Hospital in December 1934. It was 
during this hospitalization that Bill experienced his "white 
light" spiritual experience. Bill reported this experience to 
Dr. Silkworth and was soon after released from the hospital 
never to drink alcohol again until his death in 1971. 
      Bill attended Oxford Group meetings, went to the 
Calvary Mission and began working with other Alcoholics. 
He did not have much success at getting them sober during 
the first five months, but was told by his wife, Lois, that he 
had remained sober for the first time in many years. 
      Though Bill had considered himself a dismal failure due 
to his inability to get anyone sober, he did finally realize 
through Lois' help, that he was a success. He was a 
success because he had stayed sober. 
 
 
This article was written by nationally recognized historian 
and oft-quoted Alcoholics Anonymous Archivist, Mitchell K. 
 

 

--Pierceôs Progress 

   

SERVING DISTRICTS:  

9 Å 29 Å 44 Å 45 Å 54 

mailto:stampmymud@yahoo.com
mailto:stampmymud@yahoo.com
http://www.silkworth.net/washingtonians/index.html
http://www.silkworth.net/washingtonians/index.html
http://www.silkworth.net/aahistory/remembrance_ebby.html
http://www.silkworth.net/mitchellk/mitchellk_library.html
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CONTACT  I NFORMATION  
 

¶ CSO MAIN NUMBER : 

(253) 474-8897 
 

¶ CSO CHAIRPERSON: 

csochair@piercecountyaa.org 

  

¶ ALTERNATE CHAIRPERSON:  

altchair@piercecountyaa.org 

  

¶ CSO TREASURER:  
treasurer@piercecountyaa.org 

  

¶ NEWSLETTER EDITOR :  
stampmymud@yahoo.com  

newsletter@piercecountyaa.org 

  

¶ ACCESSIBILITY  CHAIR:  
accessibility@piercecountyaa.org 

  

¶ CORRECTIONS CHAIR:  
corrections@piercecountyaa.org 

  

¶ CPC CHAIR:  
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org 

  

¶ PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
pichair@piercecountyaa.org 

   

¶ PIERCE CO. WEBSITE: 

www.piercecountyaa.org 

 

¶ AA  WEBSITE:  www.aa.org  

 

M ISSION STATEMENT : The Pierce County Central Services Office makes AA 

Literature available to AA Groups and Members, provides meeting space for local 

AA Districts and Standing Committees, and provides other services as required to 

assist local AA Groups in carrying the AA message. 
 

DISCLAIMER :  Pierce's Progress is a monthly AA newsletter serving Districts 9, 29, 44, 45 & 54. 

The main purpose of this newsletter is to facilitate and improve communication within Tacomaôs CSO 

service area. Newsletter content will include, but is not limited to: news from Tacomaôs CSOC & 

TSSC, local District & Standing Committee reports, local upcoming District, Group, and Service 

events, personal stories, applicable Area 72 & GSO news or articles, etc. Incoming articles will be 

included at the discretion of the Newsletter Editor and/or the CSOC. 
 

P.S. The British Fashion (AAôs newsletter in England) encloses the following disclosure statement 
to their readers, which also applies to this publication: ñWe publish the British Fashion (Pierceôs 

Progress) for your information and enjoyment. Any mistakes you find are here for a reason. We publish 

something for everyone and some people are always looking for mistakes.ò  
 

SUBMISSIONS POLICY  / DEADLINE / DISTRIBUTION  
 

Submissions:  All articles must be signed Å Prefer all articles and fliers be in MS-Word Å  
 

Pierceôs Progress Deadline:  Fri day after the 2nd Thursday at 5:00PM firm!  
 

Distribution : Newsletter copy will be disbursed at the first GSR meeting of each month, by 6:30PM.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CSO GENERAL INFORMAT ION Ƅ SUBSCRIPTION FORM  

"Therefore nothing can matter more to the future welfare of AA than the manner in 
which we use this colossus of communication. Used unselfishly and well,  

the results can surpass present imagination." 
 

-Bill W., AA Grapevine 1960 

 

CSO Monthly Schedule 
 

Committee Meetings  
   Å Central Service Office Committee: 1

st
  Sunday 6:30PM 

   Å Treatment Committee: 1
st
  Tuesday 6:30PM 

   Å Accessibility Committee: 1
st
  Wednesday 6:30PM 

   Å Public Information Committee:  1
st
  Thursday 6:30PM 

   Å TSSC 12
th

 Step Committee: 2
nd 

 Monday 6:30PM  

   Å CPC Committee:  2
nd 

 Wednesday 6:30PM 

   Å Corrections Committee: 2
nd

  Thursday 6:30PM 

 

District Meetings 
   Å District -29 GSR Meeting: 2

nd
  Tuesday 6:30PM 

   Å District -9   GSR Meeting: 3
rd

  Tuesday 6:30PM 

   Å District -44 GSR Meeting: 3
rd

  Wednesday 6:30PM 

   Å District -45 GSR Meeting: 3
rd

  Thursday 6:30PM 

 

Pierceôs Progress Timelines 
   Å Distribution by: 3

rd
  Tuesday 6:30PM 

   Å Submission Deadline/Friday After:  2
nd  

 Thursday.       Midnight  

   Å Pierceôs Progress Mailing Deadline:  Sat. Following Dist. Mtgs. 

January 2011 

PHONE CALLS 

  

A- Information                          393 

B- For Help                                   33 

C- Help for Others                           12 

D- Other Area Visitors                      3 

E- Non-AA Members                         3 

F- Help for Non-Alcoholics              12 

G- Volunteer & 

     Office Communications         33 

  

 OFFICE VISITORS 

  

H- In Office for Help                             3 

I- Local Members Buying 

Literature, Leaving fliers, etc           114 

J- Other Area members                      5 

  

Total Calls                                    489 

  

Minutes charged by  

Answering Service 

(estimated, bill not received)             160 

  

Total Cost                                        $149.00 

mailto:csochair@piercecountyaa.org
mailto:altchair@piercecountyaa.org
mailto:treasurer@piercecountyaa.org
mailto:stampmymud@yahoo.com
mailto:newsletter@piercecountyaa.org
mailto:accessibility@piercecountyaa.org
mailto:corrections@piercecountyaa.org
mailto:cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org
mailto:pichair@piercecountyaa.org
http://www.piercecountyaa.org/
http://www.aa.org/
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DAY 
TIME  WK SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

8:00AM 
To 
10:00AM 

1st  FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

10:00AM 
To 
Noon 

2nd  FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL OPEN 

Noon 
To 
2:00PM 

3rd  FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

2:00PM 
To 
4:00PM 

4th  FULL FULL OPEN FULL OPEN FULL FULL 

4:00PM 
To 
6:00PM 

5th  FULL FULL FULL FULL DULL FULL FULL 

NIGHT  
TIME  SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM 

30  
Jolly 

31  
Narrows 

1 (February) 
Fellowship 

2 
Safe Haven 

3 
Fellowship Of 
The Spirit 

4 
AMAA 

5 
Tuesday Nt. 
Menôs Stag 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM 

6 
Spanaway 

7 
Fircrest  
Study 

8 
Sound 

9 
East End 
Newcomers 

10 
Friday Night 
Group 

11 
Womenôs Big 
Book Study 

12 
New  
Arrivals 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM 

13 
David S. 

14 
Back To  
The 40ôs 

15 
Groups From 
District 9 

16 
12X12 

17 
Firgrove 

18 
Saturday 
Speakers 

19 
Puyallup 
A.I.R. 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM 

20 
Kiss Big 
Book Study 

21 
Follow Up 
Group 

22 
Page 
28!! 

23 
Sunrise 
Group 

24 
Serenity  
Hall 

25 
North End 
Newcomers 
SNL 

26  
North Pacific 
Group 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM 

27 
As Bill  
Sees It 

28 
Fircrest 
Study 

1 (March) 
Hang In  
There 

2 
Parkland 
Group 

3 
The Night 
Cap 

4 
Ladies 
Night Out 

5 
Ruston  
Study Group 

 

The night time schedule outlines the evening phone volunteers at CSO. Everyone from your home 
group is welcome - come watch TV, order food, bring food, play games, fellowship, answer the phones 
and sell literature of course! 

 

CSO PHONE COMMITTMEN TS 

Do you man the office at CSO? 
 

Well if you do, or if you know a ƃŸƅƆƂƁ Ƃƅ źƅƂƈƃ ƇŻŴƇ ŷƂŸƆ, ŶŴƁ ƌƂƈ ƃŴƆƆ ƇŻżƆ ƂƁƑ 
 

Please remember to TRANSFER the phones to the Answering Service at the end of your shift. Also, there is a 
new Purchaser Logbook to be filled out by the person who is Buying Literature or making a contribution to 

CSO. There is a sign on the front desk with instructions. Thank you, and please pass this on! 
 

If you have questions, call Sally @ CSO M-F 10-2: 253-474-8897 
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Corrections Schedule - Updated October 2008  

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

TROC 

11:00 am 
WCCW Purdy 

6:10pm arrive 
Puyallup Jail  

6:30 pm 
TROC 

11:00 am 
TROC 

4:00 pm 
McNeil Retrievers  

7:00 am Ferry 

  
PCDCC Main Men  7:00 

pm 
Forging Ahead 

5:00 pm Ferry 
  

PCDCC Main 

7:00 pm Women 
CFS Western State 

6:00pm arrive 
PCDCC Women 

7:00 pm 
McNeil Retrievers 

6:00 pm Ferry 
PCDCC Men 

7:00 pm 
 

Fort Lewis RCF 

7:00 pm  
 

Progress House 

7:30 pm 
WCCW Purdy 

6:10 pm arrive 
  

  
PCDCC Jail Trustee Men 
7:00 pm   

 

 

  
Remann Hall 

7:00 pm 
   

Correctional Facility and Clearance Information 

CFS (Western State) Group 
Name: Sanely Sober 

Details:  No warrants, no sex based offenses, and no previous contact with patients. Complete Oath of 
Confidentiality, Security Clearance for approval by CSF. Sponsees with min of 3 months sobriety can be 
cleared to attend if an approved sponsor accompanies them. Must be cleared by facility prior to attending. 
Business meeting 2nd Tues at 5:30. Birthday meeting last Tues  

Fort Lewis RCF Details: Clearance paperwork (NCIS)   No recent felony.   Four days of training, 6-8 hrs. each day Monday thru Thursday 

McNeil Forging Ahead Details: Must complete paperwork for DOC clearance 

McNeil Retrievers Details: Must complete paperwork for DOC clearanc 

PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) Men 
Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 
years since last misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 

PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) 
Women 

Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 
years since last misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 

Puyallup Jail Details: Easy to get clearance. No warrants, NO Department of Corrections. 

Remann Hal 
Details: Background check, references required. No felony convictions, No history of Meth or Heroin usage, no 
other drugs for 2 years ð Marijuana 1 year. 

WCCW Purdy 
Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Complete paperwork for DOC clearance. 
Must attend to remain badged. 

Group Treasurerõs Regular Contribution Plan Addresses 

General Service Office  
PO Box 459  

Grand Central Station  
New York, NY 10163  

Central Services Office  
3640 S. Cedar St . S. 
Tacoma WA 98409  

 

Your District  
Attention District #  

3640 S. Cedar St . S. 
Tacoma, WA 98409  

 

Note: Please make sure all your contributions include your groupôs name and service number.  This information is very important in 
assuring that your group receives proper credit.  Find out from your district the best way to support your standing committees. 

 

MAILING ADDRESSES FOR 
GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS - UPDATED ! 

 

To Area 72 :  
 

WWA 72 Treasurer   
702 Kentucky St. #535   
Bellingham, WA 98225  

 

To New York : 
  

GSO PO Box 459   
Grand Central  Station  
 New York, NY 10163  

 

 

 

ATTENTIONñUpdated!  
 

Do Not Send Group or District Changes to GSO! 
 

Mail your information to: 

  

Reggie Frost 
WWA 72 Registrar 

2700 SE Bella Vista Loop 
Vancouver, Wa. 98683 

registrar@area72aa.org  
 
 

CORRECTIONS  AND CONTRIBUTION INFO  

mailto:registrar@area72aa.org
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Committment Schedule - Updated January  2011 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

23 
Detox          7:00p 
 
 
Prosperity  7:00p 

24 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

25  
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 

26 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 

27 28 
WSH           6:30p 
 
 
Prosp. M   7:00p 

29 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 
 
 

30 
Detox          7:00p 
 
 
Prosperity  7:00p 

31 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 

1 (February) 
Se-Mar        6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

2 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 

3 4 
WSH           6:30p 
 
Momôs Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
Life Care    2:00p 

5 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

6 
Detox          7:00p 
 
Prosp. W 
 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00P 
 

7 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

8 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

9 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 

10 11 
WSH           6:30p 
Momôs Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosperity 7:00p 
Life Care    2:00p 

12 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

13 
Detox          7:00P 
 
Prosp. W 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00P 
 

14 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

15 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

16 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 

17 18 
WSH           6:30p 
Momôs Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. M 
Sumner     7:00p 
 
Life Care    2:00p 

19 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

20 
Detox            7:00 
 
Prosp. W    7:00P 
Tacoma 
 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00P 

21 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

22 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

23 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 

24 25 
WSH           6:30p 
Momôs Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. M 
Sumner     7:00p 
Life Care    2:00p 

26 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

27 
Detox            7:00 
 
Prosp. W 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00p 

28 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

1 (March) 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 

2 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 

3 4 
WSH           6:30p 
Momôs Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
Life Care    2:00p 

5 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

Hospital & Treatment Facilities --Info  
Tacoma Detox:     721 So. Fawcett, # 100, Tacoma  Sun & Wed @7p 10 outside members only, incl Chair  

Sea-Mar 1415 Center St., Tacoma               Tue @6p, Sat @7p   

New Life - VA:     9500 Veterans Dr. SW, Lakewood  Tue @7:30p  

Serenity - WSH:   TBA, contact Justine         Mon, Wed & Fri @6:50p  

Prosperity Wellness Center 5001 112th Street East, Tacoma, WA   

Prosperity House  1732 Bonney Aveenue, Sumner, WA Friday & Sunday @ 7:00p  

Momòs Recovery Center 2929 5th Ave NE, Suite B, Puyallup, WA 98371 Friday @ 1:00p  

Life Care 511 10th Avenue Southeast Puyallup, WA Friady @ 2:00p  

For Further Info, Contact your Treatment Rep. for details of your group commitments or visit the Treatment meeting, first Tuesday every month 6:30pm at CSO. 

HOSPITAL & TREATMENT  SCHEDULE  
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CHAIRPERSON 

 
    The February CSO meeting was well 

attended despite it being Super Bowl Sunday.   

I would like to welcome Sheila from District 44 

to the committee.  This monthôs meeting 

focused on the budget again, as we have yet to 

approve it for the 2011 year.  The reps were 

unanimous that CSO needed to cut expenses 

and continue to spread the world that CSO 

needs more funds to continue services. 

     To reduce our $4,500 projected shortfall, 

CSO passed a motion that Pierce Progress will 

be available on line at piercecountyaa.org to 

members.  Also, members can join an email list 

for Pierce Progress to be sent directly to them 

by contacting Larry at 

stampmymud@yahoo.com.  CSO will print 30 

copies for sale at $1.00 a piece.  Current 

subscribers will continue at the price they 

signed up for until subscriptions expire.  If you 

would like to be a new subscriber the cost for 

print and mail will be $2.00 a month or $24.00 

a year. 

     I know as the past Pierceôs Progress editor 

that some of you will be disappointed at this 

news as you look forward each month to 

having your free copy in your box.  Remember, 

we are not discontinuing this service but are 

making it more economically feasible for the 

office. 

     This still leaves a budgeted shortfall, but the 

committee is hopeful that the upward trend in 

contributions will continue.  Januaryôs 

contributions were higher than anticipated and 

that is good news.  Mark, our alternate chair, is 

putting together a presentation to bring to 

groups to explain the services CSO provides.  

He and others on the committee would be 

happy to visit your group.  Please contact Mark 

at oboneknobbe@comcast.net.  

     In January I visited every District and a few 

of the standing committees to introduce myself.  

I was blown away by the attendance of the 

GSRs.   Every District had great participation 

and I am excited to work with you all in service 

over these next two years. 

     Myself, Sally, Annette, and Mark will be 

attending a CSO forum in Seattle on February 

19.  We are looking forward to learning and 

sharing with other CSO/intergroups in the area.  

I look forward to sharing what I learn with you 

guys next month. 

     As always, if you have any questions, 

concerns or comments you can email me at 

csochair@piercecountyaa.org. 

Crystal S., CSO Chair 
 

TREASURER 
 

    With another run at balancing the CSO's 

funds I don't feel quite as petrified as I initially 

was - of course, that was only because Sarah 

P (previous treasurer for those that don't 

know) was sitting next to me the whole time. 

We ran into some difficulty with this month's 

balancing; which was, of course, an HP thing 

because it required us studying the reports, the 

numbers, looking at Quicken, etc., for about 4 

hours the first pass we made at it. This long in 

depth look made me much more familiar 

with all the different buckets of numbers, what 

they were for, how they fit into the treasurer's 

report to display the month's financial In's and 

Out's, etc. After that God given experience I 

don't feel nearly as terrified or inadequate as I 

initially did. Thank you, HP! :-) Fortunately, 

Sarah was woken up the following morning at 

3:00 AM with the answer to our balancing 

troubles - apparently she sat bolt upright in bed 

with the answer and the 'under the chin' 

sleeping cat plopped into her lap. I got a big 

smile when she told me that story - I just hope 

she doesn't mind I am telling all of you! It was 

proven to me later in the week, as well, that I 

never know when or where an answer or some 

information I am searching for (sometimes 

desperately) is going to come from; but it does 

usually come if I continue to show up, stay 

sober, be of service in all areas of my life, pray, 

and stay present in each moment - in love.  

Laurie  
 

CORRECTIONS 
 

P.C. Corrections ñMembers Eye Viewò 
I get the opportunity to take a meeting to the 

women in Pierce County Jail.  I was scared to 

go in the first time, not knowing what to expect. 

In my alcoholic mind I thought they would be 

these tough, angry, mean women. Well guess 

what?  They are women just like me. They are 

alcoholics and we have a lot in common. 

     I can think of three stories that come to 

mind. There were a couple of us A.A. women 

volunteers and we were waiting for the Officer 

to open the gate. Over in the corner of this area 

there were a few Inmates waiting to go to work 

in the jail. One of the inmates said, "Oh look the 

church ladies are here."  Well I was so flattered. 

When I was out there drinking I did not practice 

very lady like behavior. So to be called a lady 

was enough, but a "Church Ladyò? WOW I felt 

like I had arrived. 

     About a year and a half ago, a few friends 

and I were at the one year sobriety birthday 

party of a woman who has captured my heart 

(by the way this woman now goes into the jail 

with me to carry the message).  Anyway- my 

friend and I were walking to her car. I see out of 

the corner of my eye someone crossing the 

middle of the street coming towards us (should 

I be nervous?) I see it's a woman and she said, 

"Hey, aren't you the jail lady?" I jumped and 

said yes I am. As she got closer I remembered I 

had seen her in a jail meeting the week before.  

She had shared how scared and frightened she 

was because she would be out on furlough from 

jail for a couple of days and was pretty sure she 

would drink. Well guess what, I knew the 

instant she had crossed over to say Hi that she 

had remained sober. I asked her if she wanted 

to go to the meeting we were going to.  She had 

just come from a meeting.  Talk about bringing 

tears to my eyes.  I just LOVE this sobriety 

stuff!  What a moment, and I get to feel now 

and be present to that very special moment. 

     At this time in my life I am able to go to 

many different meetings.  At a Wednesday 

meeting I attend, a woman came up to me and 

said she remembered me from the jail.  I so love 

it when they say Hi.  The turnover is constant at 

the jail, but I remembered her too.  Now I get to 

see her every Wednesday and watch her grow 

and blossom.  One night she showed up at my 

home group.  It was birthday night and she 

asked me to give her coin to her.  She had six 

months of sobriety. That was another one of 

those GOD moments, so touching and 

emotional, lots of good tears. 

     I am hooked on going into the jail, these 

moments and experiences are priceless and 

definitely GOD orchestrated.  This is what 

helps keep me sober.  All I have to do is show 

up and all these wonderful experiences just 

keep happening.  I care about these women.  

When I was out there drinking, I didn't care 

about anyone but myself. 

     I love being called the "JAIL LADY" and I 

hope to carry the message into correctional 

facilities for many years to come. 

  

Warmest Regards, 

Suzy G. 

Corrections Treasurer  

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION  
 

PI Committee met on February 3rd 2011 at the 

Community Service Office. We are currently 

working on organizing the committee 

information due to the new elections. The 

committee would like to ensure that the 

libraries have AA literature available for those 

who need it. Also, it is working on keeping all 

of the racks filled and locations documented. 

District 44 needs a liaison the meeting will be 

on the 3rd Wednesday at 6:30 at the CSO. 

Finally, the PI Committee is looking for a 

group to maintain the rack at Tacoma 

Community College, please come to the PI 

Committee meeting for March if your 

homegroup is interested. 

 

 

 

 

TRUSTED SERVANT REPO RTS 

mailto:stampmymud@yahoo.com
mailto:oboneknobbe@comcast.net


Publication 02-2011    Submission Deadline is Friday following the 2nd Thursday. Send submissions to stampmymud@yahoo.com     page 7 

 

 

Founderõs Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Ms. Seiberling got Dr. Bob and Bill together for a six hour 

meeting where they talked about the problems that they went 

through as a drunk. That meeting in 1935 led to Alcoholics 

Anonymous. 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Today: 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a program that allows men and 

women to share their experience, strength, and hope with one 

another, in order to help each other recover from alcoholism. 

The same philosophy that Dr. Bob and Bill W. used to help 

themselves in the beginning still works today. Their goal is to 

stay sober and to help other alcoholics achieve sobriety. 

 

Dr. Bob's Home: 

Dr. Bob's home itself is a modest home that cost Dr. Bob 

$4,000 in 1916. It was bought for $38,000 in 1984 and 

restored to its original condition for another $100,000. The 

son and daughter of  Dr. Bob personally redesigned the home 

to look as they remembered from their childhood. Much 

furniture is original, passed on from the children. The table in 

the living room is the original table on which the manuscript 

for AA was written.  

     Dr. Bob's Home is where it all began; where Dr. Bob and 

Bill W. helped alcoholics one person at a time. Over 300 

alcoholics sobered up and received treatment from Dr. Bob 

and Bill W. in Dr. Bob's Home. Visitors can walk through the 

very rooms in which those early AA members stayed. You 

can also watch a half-hour video on how Alcoholics 

Anonymous was started and browse through the photo 

archives of people that have been helped by the program. 

Tours are free and offered daily to the public; group tours are 

available by reservation. 
 

                                           (It has been reported that; Dr. Bob and his wife,  

                                    Anne Ripley Smith, helped over 5,000 to recover) 
---PP 

Founder's Day: 

Founder's Day is at the beginning of June each year. Held at 

Akron University, this three-day event brings out over 7000 

people who have struggled or know someone who has 

struggled with alcoholism. The event includes 12-Step 

Meetings 24 hours a day, daily sessions where alcoholics can 

share their stories, dance parties, tours of Dr. Bob's Home, 

workshops, plays, bands and a motorcycle motorcade to Dr. 

Bob's final resting place at Mount Peace Cemetery. 

 

Contact Information:  

Dr. Bob's Home 

855 Ardmore Avenue 

Akron, OH 44309 

330-864-1935 888-864-1930 

 

Dr. Bob's Home is open daily from Noon to 3pm.  
 

Dr. Bob's Home, in Akron Ohio, is where Alcoholics 

Anonymous (AA) all started in 1935. The purpose of AA is 

to help alcoholics gain and retain sobriety by sharing 

experiences, problems and hopes with one another. Dr. Bob 

and Bill W. worked with alcoholics one at a time to help 

them achieve sobriety in Dr. Bob's Home. Today the house 

is completely restored and welcomes visitors free of charge. 

 

Welcome Home: 

ñWelcome Homeò is how you will be greeted as you walk 

through the doors of Dr. Bob's Home. This greeting is the 

ongoing mission of Dr. Bob's Home to help alcoholics feel 

accepted in the home where early members of AA achieved 

and maintained their sobriety. The majority of people that 

walk through the doors of this home are participants in the 

AA program and about a third of people break down and cry 

at the greeting. It is a sort of homage to go to the place 

where their source of help originated. 

 

How Alcoholics Anonymous Began: 

Dr. Robert Smith and his wife Ann joined the Oxford Group 

where they talked about their prayer needs. Dr. Bob 

confessed that he was a silent drinker and couldn't stop and 

asked for prayers. Henrietta Seiberling was in that religious 

group as well and committed to pray for him. A friend, Bill 

W, came into town for a business venture that fell through, 

wanted to get drunk, and asked Henrietta if there was 

another drunk that he could talk to. His theory was that only 

another drunk could understand what he was going through 

and would help him maintain his sobriety.  

Dr. Bob ½s Home on Founder ½s Day  in Akron, OH . This 
event is  held on or about June 10 th  of each year.  

http://cleveland.about.com/od/akronandsummitcounty/p/uofakron.htm
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FROM YOUR CSO 

 

12th Step Service Committeeõs Sign-Up Card  
 

Besides the Big Book, The 12th Step Service Committee (TSSC) is AA's best kept secret!! The 12 Step Service  

Committee is continually accepting volunteers for the 12th-step list, home answering service and for CSO phone 

volunteers, group or individual - as well as Alternates.  Complete this form and deliver to CSO: 3640 S Cedar, Ste S, 

Tacoma, WA 98409. 

Date:_________  Gender:  F    M  (Sobriety Date:      /     /     ) 

Name:____________________________              

                 12th Step Calls:     Anytime -  Day -  Evening - Late night 

Address:__________________________                                        

Home Answering Service (10p-8a):    M  T  W  Th  F  S  Su 

City/State/Zip:_____________________                    

                           CSO Phone Volunteer: Anytime - Morning - Afternoon - Evening 

Phone: ___________________________                                                                              

           M  T  W  Th  F  S  Su 

Home Group:________________________                   Alternate ____ (note availability above) 

CSOôs  óDollar of the Month Club' 
 

Would you like to help CSO keep its doors open? If so, donate financially by 
contributing a one -time, monthly, or annual donation, personal pledge in your AA b -
day month for each year of your sobriety, or by honoring someone's memory. 
Donations are welcome at anytime and can be anonymous. Just fill out the form 
below and drop it off at: CSO, 3640 S. Cedar St., Suite S. Tacoma, WA, 98409 . NOTE: 
CSO depen ds solely upon donations from individuals, groups and committees to 
keep its doors open.  Thanks!  
  
 Today's' Date: ___ / ___ / ___   AMOUNT:$ ___________ 

  Name:_______________________________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________  

 

If you have an important date coming up, or if your group has 
something special to announce, please put a note in the newsletter 
editorôs mailbox at the CSO - out front box is in the 2nd column, 2nd 

row.  Or you can email: stampmymud@yahoo.com  
  

I want to fill this page, even expand it to two pages because of the 
information you provide me.  So please, give me your updates! 
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CSO JANUARY 2011 FINANCIAL  REPORTS 

Actual Budget Over(Under)

Profit/Loss Statement

Sources of Funds:

Group Contributions         1,894.76           991.42            903.34            

Meeting Contributions 805.78              270.77            535.01            

Service Committees 662.25              285.00            377.25            

Miscellaneous Income 155.33              332.33            (177.00)           

Literature Sales 4,867.05           4,092.00         775.05            

Schedule Sales 1,379.70           1,153.00         226.70            

Newsletter Subscription 4.15                  2.50                1.65                

Total Sources 9,769.02           7,127.02         2,642.00         

Expenditure of Funds:

New Wages 1,827.22           1,780.00         47.22              

Social Security Tax 362.43              110.00            252.43            

Medicare Tax 114.74              26.00              88.74              

State Payroll Taxes 0.60                  32.00              (31.40)             

12 Step Committee -                   -                  -                  

Answering Svc Expense 149.00              158.85            (9.85)               

Bank Charge -                   -                  -                  

Businiess Licence 25.00                25.00              -                  

Cable TV 42.18                33.64              8.54                

Copier -                   -                  -                  

CSO Chair - Assembly Expenses -                   -                  -                  

Donations -                   -                  -                  

Electricity 93.72                161.58            (67.86)             

Insurance -                   -                  -                  

Literature Expenditures** 1,039.70           3,550.00         (2,510.30)        

Maintenance -                   -                  -                  

Miscellaneous -                   -                  -                  

New Computer System -                   -                  -                  

Newsletter Publications 174.88              245.93            (71.05)             

Office Furniture -                   -                  -                  

Postage -                   -                  -                  

Rent 1,758.00           1,758.00         -                  

Repairs -                   -                  -                  

Sales Taxes Paid 458.32              467.00            (8.68)               

Other Tax -                  

Schedule Publication -                   -                  -                  

Supplies 150.13              75.00              75.13              

Telephone 124.64              117.60            7.04                

Website 43.95                105.00            (61.05)             

Total Expenses 6,364.51           8,645.60         (2,281.09)        

Net Income/(Loss) 3,404.51           (1,518.58)        4,923.09         

Cash Positions

Beginning Bank Balance 4,073.72           3,872.32         201.40            

Income 9,769.02           7,127.02         2,642.00         

Interest Income -                   -                  -                  

Subtotal 13,842.74         10,999.34       2,843.40         

Less:  expenses 6,364.51           8,645.60         (2,281.09)        

Prud Res Adjustment -                   (2,354.00)        2,354.00         

Ending Bank Balance 7,478.23           (0.26)               7,478.49         

Cash over(under) $15,000 (7,521.77)         (15,000.26)      

Prudent Reverse Goal*** -                   

Beginning Reserve Balance 20,749.73         20,749.73       
Adjustments to working reserve -                   2,354.00         

Interest earnings -                   8.00                
Ending Reserve Balance 20,749.73         18,403.73       

Reserve over(under) Goal 20,749.73         18,403.73       

***3 months based on budget

Reserve over(under) Goal (5,348.27)         

Distribution Calculation
Ending Balance Operating Account 7,478.23           

Ending Balance Prudent Reserve 20,749.73         

Total Funds Avaliable 28,227.96         

Funds Allocation to Improvements

Less Amounts Spent

  Computer System -                   

Distribution Overage(Shortage) (12,870.04)       

Amounts to Distribute per Motion

General Services Office NY -                   

Western WA Area 72 -                   

Total Distribution -                   

CSO Cash Flow Report - Last month:12

1/1/2011 through 1/31/2011

1/1/2011-

Category Description 1/31/2011

INFLOWS

    District and Committee

        DIST 29 525.25

        Dist 45 22

        Dist 9 40

        Treat Comm 75

        TOTAL District and Committee 662.25

    Group

        AMAA 50

        As Bill Sees It 92

        By the Book 100

        Destiny 120

        Eatonville 50

        Elbe Fri. 50

        Fellowship Of The Spirit 49.8

        Flimsy Reed 14.87

        Fresh Start 150

        Hang In There 95.13

        Ladies Nite Out 26.96

        Living Free 250

        Midland Step Study 50

        Miracle on 56th 4

        Mon Night Women 83.72

        Narrows 31

        Parkland 30

        Safe Haven 58.61

        Sat Spkrs 40

        Serendipity 170

        Serenity Hall 300

        Spanaway 78.67

        TOTAL Group 1,894.76

    Meeting

        An Lkwd Sp Bfst 120.78

        F.A.I.R. 150

        Farwest 100

        Miracle Tues 35

        Out to Lunch 400

        TOTAL Meeting 805.78

    Miscellaneous

        Anonymous 91.26

        Coffee 45.39

        Copies 5.68

        W to W 13

        TOTAL Miscellaneous 155.33

    Sales

        Literature Sold 4,867.05

        Newsletter 4.15

        Schedules 1,379.70

        TOTAL Sales 6,250.90

    TOTAL INFLOWS 9,769.02

OUTFLOWS

    Ans Serv 149

    Business License 25

    Literature 1,039.70

    Misc 0

    Newsletter Expense 174.88

    Rent Paid 1,758.00

    Supplies, Bus 150.13

    Tax

        FICA 362.43

        Medicare 114.74

        State Industrial-Unemployment 0.6

        State Sales Tax 458.32

        TOTAL Tax 757.89

    Telephone 124.64

    Utilities

        Cable TV 42.18

        Electric 93.72

        TOTAL Utilities 135.9

    Wages 1,827.22

    Web Site 43.95

    TOTAL OUTFLOWS 6,186.31

OVERALL TOTAL 3,582.71
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"Alcoholics and God," would scare off some prospects. Perhaps it did, but 

"Liberty" received 800 urgent pleas for help, which were promptly turned 

over to Bill Wilson who turned them over to Ruth Hock for a response. "She 

wrote fine personal letters to every one of them," wrote Bill, "enclosing a 

leaflet which described the A.A. book. The response was wonderful. Several 

hundred books sold at once at full retail price of $3.50.  Even more 

importantly, we struck up a correspondence with alcoholics, their friends, and 

their families all over the country."  

     When Dr. Bob read the story he was elated. "You never saw such an elated 

person in your life," said Ernie G. the second (there were two Ernie G's). "ñWe 

all were," said Ernie's wife, Ruth. Anne Smith said "You know, it looks like 

we might be getting a little bit respectable." 

     It was A.A.'s first successful piece of national publicity. The stories in the 

City of Brotherly Love," wrote Bill. 

     Jim and George gathered others to them, and the first A.A. meeting in 

Philadelphia was held in George's home. 

     Chicago also reported getting several new prospects as a result of the 

"Liberty" article. 

     Bill wrote to Dr. Bob "We are growing at an alarming rate, although I have 

no further fear of large numbers." A few weeks later he wrote Dr. Bob that "the 

press of newcomers and inquiries was so great that we have to swing more to 

the take-it-or-leave-it attitude, which, curiously enough, produces better results 

than trying to be all things at all times at all places to all men." 

     Here is the text of a Liberty Magazine article which appeared in the 

September 1939 issue. It resulted in increased growth in AA membership. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer followed shortly hereafter.  

     One result of the article was that A.A. was started in Philadelphia. George 

S. of Philadelphia, one of the first "loners" had sobered up after reading the 

article. When the issue of Liberty first arrived, George was in bed drinking 

whiskey for his depression and taking laudanum for his colitis. The Markey 

piece hit George so hard that he went ex-grog and ex-laudanum instantly. He 

wrote to New York, his name was given to Jim Burwell (see "The Vicious 

Cycle" in the Big Book), who was a traveling salesman, "and that's how A.A. 

started in the City of Brotherly Love," wrote Bill. 

      Jim and George gathered others to them, and the first A.A. meeting in 

Philadelphia was held in George's home. Chicago also reported getting several 

     Charles Towns, owner of Towns 

Hospital where Bill Wilson had sobered 

up, tried to get publicity for A.A. and 

finally succeeded. He had known Morris 

Markey, a well-known feature writer, for 

years.  Markey was intrigued by what 

Towns told him of A.A., and approached 

Fulton Oursler, then editor of "Liberty," 

a popular magazine which had a religious 

orientation.   Oursler saw the possibilities 

at once and said "Morris, you've got an 

assignment.  Bring that story in here, and 

we will print it in September." (Oursler 

later wrote a number of successful books 

on religion. He became a good friend of 

Bill's and served as a trustee of the 

Alcoholic Foundation.)      

     In September, when the "Liberty" 

piece hit the newsstands, Bill thought it 

was a bit lurid, and that the title, 

Alcoholics AND god   
Is there hope for habitual drunkards? A cure that borders on the miraculous-and it works! 

Liberty Magazine, September 1939, by Morris Markey . This  was the first National article about A.A.  

 new prospects as a result ofthe "Liberty" article. 

      Bill wrote to Dr. Bob "We are growing at an alarming rate, although I have 

no further fear of large numbers." A few weeks later he wrote Dr. Bob that "the 

press of newcomers and inquiries was so great that we have to swing more to the 

take-it-or-leave-it attitude, which, curiously enough, produces better results than 

trying to be all things at all times at all places to all men." 

Here is the text of a Liberty Magazine article which appeared in the September 

1939 issue. It resulted in increased growth in AA membership. 

Alcoholics and  God  

   For twenty-five or thirty cents we buy a glass of fluid which is pleasant to the 

taste, and which contains within its small measure a store of warmth and good-

fellowship and stimulation, of release from momentary cares and anxieties. That 

would be a drink of whisky, of course-whisky, which is one of Nature's most 

generous gifts to man, and at the same time one of his most elusive problems. It 

is a problem because, like many of his greatest benefits, man does not quite 

know how to control it. Many experiments have been made, the most spectacular 

being the queer nightmare of prohibition, which left such deep scars upon the 

morals and the manners of our nation. Millions of dollars have been spent by 

philanthropists and crusaders to spread the doctrine of temperance. In our time 

the most responsible of the distillers are urging us to use their wares sensibly, 

without excess.  

      But to a certain limited number of our countrymen neither prohibition nor 

wise admonishments have any meaning, because they are helpless when it 

comes to obeying them. I speak of the true alcoholics, and before going any 

further I had best explain what that term means.  

      For a medical definition of the term, I quote an eminent doctor who, has 

spent twenty-five years treating such people in a highly regarded private 

hospital: "We believe . . . that the action of alcohol in chronic alcoholics is a 

manifestation of an allergy-that the phenomenon of craving is limited to this 

class and never occurs in the average temperate drinker. These allergic types can 

never safely use alcohol in any form at all."  

      They are, he goes on, touched with physical and mental quirks which prevent 

them from controlling their own actions. They suffer from what some doctors 

call a "compulsion neurosis." They know liquor is bad for them but periodically, 

they are driven by a violent and totally uncontrollable desire for a drink. And 

after that first drink, the deluge.'  

      Now these people are genuinely sick. The liquor habit with them is not a 

vice. It is a specific illness of body and mind, and should be treated as such.  

      By far the most successful cure is that used by the hospital whose head 

doctor I have quoted. There is nothing secret about it. It has the endorsement of 

the medical profession. It is, fundamentally, a process of dehydration: of 

removing harmful toxins from all parts of the body faster than Nature could 

accomplish it. Within five or six days-two weeks at the maximum- the patient's 

body is utterly free from alcoholic poisons. Which means that the physical 

craving is completely cured, because the body cries out for alcohol only when 

alcohol is already there. The patient has no feeling of revulsion toward whisky. 

He simply is not interested in it. He has recovered. But wait. How permanent is 

his recovery?  

      Our doctor says this: " Though the aggregate of full recoveries through 

physical and psychiatric effort its considerable, we doctors must admit that we 

have made little impression upon the problem as a whole. For there are many 

types which do not respond to the psychological approach.  

      "I do not believe that true alcoholism is entirely a matter of individual mental 

control. I have had many men who had, for example, worked for a period of 

months on some business deal which was to be settled on a certain date.... For 

Liberty Magazine September 1939 
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reasons they could not afterward explain, they took a drink a day or two prior to 

the date . . . and the important engagement was not even kept. These men were 

not drinking to escape. They were drinking to overcome a craving beyond their 

mental control.  

      "The classification of alcoholics is most difficult. There are, of course," the 

psychopaths who are emotionally unstable.... They are overremorseful and make 

many resolutions -but never a decision.  

      "There is the type who is unwilling to admit that he cannot take a drink just 

like the rest of the boys. He does tricks with his drinking- changing his brand, or 

drinking only after meals or changing his companions. None of this helps him 

strengthen his control and be like other people. Then there are types entirely 

normal in every respect except in the effect which alcohol has upon them . . .  

      "All these, and many others, have one symptom in common: They cannot 

start drinking without developing the phenomenon of craving.... The only relief 

we have to suggest is complete abstinence from alcohol " But are these 

unfortunate people really capable, mentall, of abstaining completely? Their 

bodies may be cured of craving. Can their minds be cured? Can they be rid of 

the deadly " compulsion neurosis "?  

      Among physicians the general opinion seems to be that chronic alcoholics 

are doomed. . .But wait!  

      Within the last four years, evidence has appeared which has startled hard-

boiled medical men by proving that the compulsion neurosis can be entirely 

eliminated. Perhaps you are one of those cynical people who will turn away 

when I say that the root of this new discovery is religion. But be patient for a 

moment. About three years ago a man appeared at the hospital in New York of 

which our doctor is head physician. It was his third "cure." Since his first visit 

he had lost his job, his friends, his health, and his self-respect. He was now 

living on the earnings of his wife.  

      He had tried every method he could find to cure his disease: had read all the 

great philosophers and psychologists. He had tried religion but he simply could 

not accept it. It would not seem real and personal to him.  

      He went through the cure as usual and came out of it in very low spirits. He 

was lying in bed, emptied of vitality and thought, when suddenly, a strange and 

totally unexpected thrill went through his body and mind. He called out for the 

doctor. When the doctor came in, the man looked up at him and grinned.  

      "Well, doc," he said, "my troubles are all over. I've got religion."  

      "Why, you're the last man . . ."  

      "Sure, I know all that. But I've got it. And I know I'm cured of this drinking 

business for good." He talked with great intensity for a while and then said, " 

Listen, doc. I've got to see some other patient- one that is about to be 

dismissed."  

      The doctor demurred. It all sounded a trifle fanatical. But finally he 

consented. And thus was born the movement which is now flourishing with 

almost sensational success as Alcoholics Anonymous."  

Here is how it works:  

      Every member of the group-which is to say every person who has been 

saved-is under obligation to carry on the work, to save other men. That, indeed, 

is a fundamental part of his own mental cure. He gains strength and confidence 

by active work with other victims.  

      He finds his subject among acquaintances, at a "cure" institution or perhaps 

by making inquiry of a preacher, a priest, or a doctor. He begins his talk with his 

new acquaintance by telling him the true nature of his disease and how remote 

are his chances for permanent cure.  

      When he has convinced the man that he is a true alcoholic and must never 

drink again, he continues:  

      "You had better admit that this thing is beyond your own control. You've 

tried to solve it by yourself, and you have failed. All right. Why not put the 

whole thing into the hands of Somebody Else?"  

      Even though the man might be an atheist or agnostic, he will almost always 

admit that there is some sort of force operating in the world-some cosmic power 

weaving a design. And his new friend will say:  

      "I don't care what you call this Somebody Else. We call it God. But 

whatever you want to call it, you had better put yourself into its hands. Just 

admit you're licked, and say, `Here I am, Somebody Else. Take care of this thing 

for me.'" The new subject will generally consent to attend one of the weekly 

meetings of the movement.  

      He will find twenty-five or thirty ex-drunks gathered in somebody's home 

for a pleasant evening. There are no sermons. The talk is gay or serious as the 

mood strikes. The new candidate cannot avoid saying to himself, "These birds 

are ex-drunks. And look at them! They must have something. It sounds kind of 

screwy, but whatever it is I wish to heaven I could get it too."  

      One or another of the members keeps working on him from day to day. 

And presently the miracle-But let me give you an example: I sat down in a 

quiet room with Mr. B., a stockily built man of fifty with a rather stern, 

intelligent face.  

      "I'll tell you what happened a year ago." He said. "I was completely 

washed up. Financially I was all right, because my money is in a trust fund. 

But I was a drunken bum of the worst sort. My family was almost crazy with 

my incessant sprees."  

      "I took the cure in New York." (At the hospital we have mentioned.) 

"When I came out of it, the doctor suggested I go to one of these meetings the 

boys were holding. I just laughed. My father was an atheist and had taught me 

to be one. But the doctor kept saying it wouldn't do me any harm, and I went."  

      "I sat around listening to the jabber. It didn't register with me at all. I went 

home. But the next week I found myself drawn to the meeting. And again they 

worked on me while I shook my head. I said, 'It seems O.K. with you, boys, 

but I don't even know your language. Count me out.'"  

      "Somebody said the Lord's Prayer, and the meeting broke up. I walked 

three blocks to the subway station. Just as I was about to go down the stairs-

bang!" He snapped fingers hard. "It happened! I don't like that word miracle, 

but that's all I can call it. The lights in the street seemed to flare up. My feet 

seemed to leave the pavement. A kind of shiver went over me, and I burst out 

crying.  

      "I went back to the house where we had met, and rang the bell, and Bill let 

me in. We talked until two o'clock in the morning. I haven't touched a drop 

since, and I've set four other fellows on the same road.  

      The doctor, a nonreligious man himself, was at first utterly astonished at 

the results that began to appear among his patients. But then he put his 

knowledge of psychiatry and psychology to work.  

      These men were experiencing a psychic change. Their so-called 

"compulsion neurosis" was being altered-transferred from liquor to something 

else. Their psychological necessity to drink was being changed to a 

psychological necessity to rescue their fellow victims from the plight that 

made themselves so miserable. It is not a new idea. It is a powerful and 

effective working out of an old idea. We all know that the alcoholic has an 

urge to share his troubles. Psychoanalysts use this urge. They say to the 

alcoholic, in basic terms: "You can't lick this problem yourself. Give me the 

problem-transfer the whole thing to me and let me take the whole 

responsibility." But the psychoanalyst, being of human clay, is not often a big 

enough man for that job. The patient simply cannot generate enough 

confidence in him. But the patient can have enough confidence in God-once he 

has gone through the mystical experience of recognizing God. And upon that 

principle the Alcoholic Foundation rests.  

      The medical profession, in general, accepts the principle as sound.  

      "Alcoholics Anonymous" have consolidated their activities in an 

organization called the Alcoholic Foundation. It is a nonprofit-making 

enterprise. Nobody connected with it is paid a penny. It is not a 

crusading movement. It condemns neither liquor nor the liquor industry. 

Its whole concern is with the rescue of allergic alcoholics, the small 

proportion of the population who must be cured or perish. It preaches no 

particular religion and has no dogma, no rules. Every man conceives 

God according to his own lights.  

      Groups have grown up in other cities. The affairs of the Foundation 

are managed by three members of the movement and four prominent 

business and professional men, not alcoholics, who volunteered their 

services.  

      The Foundation has lately published a book, called Alcoholics 

Anonymous. And if alcoholism is a problem in your family or among 

your friends, I heartily recommend that you get hold of a copy. It may 

very well help you to guide a sick man--an allergic alcoholic-- on the 

way to health and contentment. 

 

--Morris Markey 

 
 

The Pierceôs Progress Newsletter presents articles in the interest of 

promoting awareness and discussion of uor AA History, and makes no 

claim as to accuracy. 

 

---Pierceôs Progress 
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DISTRICT 9  

 

No Report 
 

DISTRICT 29 

 

No Report 

 

DISTRICT 44 

 
District 44 GSR Committee Minutes 

MONTH OF: 

January 2011 

MEETING DATE:   January 19
th
, 2011  

START TIME:  

6:30 P.M. 

MEETING PLACE: CSO in Tacoma 

Meeting Facilitator:  Rick K. ï District 44 

DCM 

Opened with the Serenity Prayer and reading of 

the 12 Traditions by Jessie.  

Introduction of Service Positions by Rick K.- 

Vicki H. Alt DCM; Kathy F. treasurer; Kelly J. 

secretary 

Visitors:  

Crystal , CSO chair 

 

AA BIRTHDAYS:  
Kimberlee B. 7 months, Keri R. 5 years, Brian 

A. 9 years 

 

Minutes for previous meeting: No official 

meeting in December, potluck was held.  

TOPIC OF THE MONTH:   Concept 1 was 

presented by Sandy G. She passed a handout 

on Concept 1 to all attendees. She says that AA 

philosophy keeps her grounded and out of her 

head and shared how a service position 

reminds her to be of service for the group not 

herself.  

 

Peggy F. volunteered to present Concept 2 next 

month. 

 

SPEAKER OF THE MONTH:   CSO Chair 

Crystal S.  

Pierceôs Progress new editor is Larry H. 

Contact info and web addresses for committees 

are now listed. Crystal submitted a report 

outlining the history of CSOôs finances. 

Pierceôs Progress can no longer be distributed 

for free; more info to follow regarding that. 

Sally (office mgr) will be retiring in July after 

20 years of service. CSO will be accepting 

applications for the position of office mgr. 

Most importantly Crystal spoke of the 

importance of District representation at CSO, 

and that currently only one of our two rep 

positions is filled. This has been the case for 

quite some time.  

TREASURERôS REPORT:  Kathy F. 

submitted the treasureôs report for January. She 

stated the importance of groups writing checks 

for each committee, not just one lump check to 

CSO. There was a question by Bill W. regarding 

a $50.00 discrepancy in the prudent reserve. 

Kathy F. will check with previous treasurer Sean 

and report back next month.  

 

Public Information:  

Rick C. reported that PI filled all 4 positions it 

needed to fill. Instead of minutes being read at 

meetings they will be doing a workbook study. 

OK on money 

 

ALTERNATE DCM REPORT ï Vicki stated 

that we will be working on a district handbook 

which consists of archived motions. She suspects 

that this will be quite an undertaking. Several 

present volunteered to help with this project. 

Also, will be putting together Grat. Banq in Nov, 

and discussed reimbursing Alt DCM for 

conferences.  

 

DCM REPORT ï  
Rick K. emphasized the importance of filling 

Liaison positions. Upcoming pre-conference 

March 26- Districts 44, 45, 54, 9, and 29. Held in 

Tacoma. Delegate will be there to discuss issues 

that she will be discussing in NY in May. GSR 

school Feb. 26 9:00-1:00. Assembly on October, 

Ocean Shores. Groups usually pay GSRôs 

registration and Hotel. Pre-assembly will be in 

the summer. Gratitude Banquet will be in Nov. 

Dist 44 has a history of great Gratitude Banquets; 

Vicki H. will love your help! 

OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

CLOSED WITH THE 

 RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT 

 

CLOSE TIME:  7:34 pm 

 

NEXT MONTHôS MEETING WILL BE: 

February 16th @ 6:30 pm. Submitted by 

Kelly J. 

 

DISTRICT 45 

 
Dist 45 Minutes    

January 20, 2011 

 

Opened meeting with The Serenity Prayer 

Traditions read by Sonny 

 

January Birthdays 

 

Mike    5 years 

Kelly    7 years 

Kevin    8 years 

Al   18 years 

Ken  20 years 

 

Introductions of new trusted servents 

Introductions of reps 

 
Secretary report given by Vicki H-Motion to 

accept, seconded and passes 

 

Treasurer report given by Angel. Gratitude 

banquet prudent reserve was paid back. 

Motion to accept, seconded and passed 

 

Archivist report given by Peggy as she 

attended the meeting and will step in to that 

positon until the position is filled. They are 

still looking for a building to move archives 

too. 

 

CPC Liasion, Jackie had no new business to 

report 

 
Corrections Rep Mike reported that 

corrections needs a new Bridge the Gap 

coordinator. McNeil is closing Feb 1st. 

Female Pierce  

County Jail looking for coordinator 

 

CSO rep David reported to please direct 

questions to David or Ken. Most of discussion 

was focused on finances. CSO struggling 

financially. Contributions are up but so are 

costs. CSO chair will not be going to quarterly 

or assembly to help reduce expences. Looking 

at ways to reduce expenses. They DID NOT 

vote on budget. Less than 1/3 of groups 

contributing. Ken reported that phones need to 

be answered. People not showing up for 

commitments. Code for lock box will be 

changing. Please contact Linda for new code.  

 

CSO chair Crystal S spoke with group and 

gave small presentation to the new GSR's. 

Thank you Crystal 

 

Alt DCM Wanda reported and talked about 

Gratitude banquet which is set for Nov 19th 

and Dist 45 picnic set for June 25th. Next 

planning committee set for 4/3/2011 at 4pm at 

the CSO. 

 

DCM Kevin K reported. There will be a GSR 

school 2-26-11 from 9am-1pm. More info to 

come. Went over financial report for Banquet. 

Concepts study 3rd Thurs in Renton. Service 

Manual study @ Seattle Intergroup the 1st 

Sunday of every month @ 11am. Anonymity 

on the internet workshop to be announced. 

Will have motions from Jan quarterly. Stories 

for new book being accepted as well at 7th 

tradition stories. More info coming. Kevin 

DISTRICT  REPORTS 
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DISTRICT  REPORTS 

discussed wanting to go to PRASSA. It is in our 

motions that we send the DCM to that. 

Unfortunately, it will cost $900 for this and 

DCM has asked the GSR's to ask groups if they 

could help donate to that as the Dist does not 

have the funds to do that at this time.  

 

No Old business 

 

New Business: 

 

Angel wants motions that have passed to be 

compiled from last 2 years 

 

 

GSR group reports 

 

Spanaway Group doing well. Looking to move 

as their current building seems to be flooding.  

Common Ground Group reported electing 

trusted servents and will be moving as well. 

Tuesday Nite Mens Stag Group reported Mens 

retreat Feb 18-20 

Tuesday Big Book Thumpers reported new 

Womens meeting Fridays at 1pm, children are 

welcome. 

All other groups nothing new to report 

 

 

DISTRICT 54 

 

No Report 
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SERVICE AND EVENT FLIERS  

Kids Welcome 

 

GSR SCHOOL 
District  29, 44, & 45 

February 26, 2011 

10AM ς 12PM 

Fellowship begins at 9:30AM 

Lakewood United Methodist Church 

6900 Steilacoom Blvd.  

Lakewood, Wa. 98499-1944 

 

The purpose of the GSR Workshop is to educate our 

members on what the duties of a GSR are, along with 

information on the Home Group, District, Area and the 

General Service Office. A handbook is provided at the 

workshop and is meant to be a suggestive guide for 

those serving their home group as their GSR. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Kevin K. 

@  DCM45@area72aa.org 



Publication 02-2011    Submission Deadline is Friday following the 2nd Thursday. Send submissions to stampmymud@yahoo.com     page 15 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE AND EVENT FL IERS 
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SERVICE AND EVENT FL IERS 

March 2011   Saturday Night Speakers 

 

 

   5
th

    Bridgette   By the Book                        20 M 

 

                    Pat R      Moss Bay Gp/Kirkland        40 M 

 

 

           12
th

    Ken C.                                                   30 M each 

                              Trish C.   Shop Group   

                            

 

                        20 M 

            19
th

    Alanon TBA 

                               Nels K.  Mt. Lake Terrace                  40 M 

 

 

 

            26
th

    Birthday Night  

                                 Bruce W.  Saturday Speakers 
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SERVICE AND EVENT FL IERS 
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SERVICE AND EVENT FL IERS 


