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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

On Tradition Four  
 

“Each group should be autonomous except in 
matters affecting other groups or A.A. as a whole." 

 
Editorial by Bill W. Grapevine, March, 1948 

 
"With respect to its own affairs, each A.A. group 
should be responsible to no other authority than its 
own conscience. But when its plans concern the 
welfare of neighboring groups also, those groups 
ought to be consulted. And no group, regional 
committee, or individual should ever take any action 
that might greatly affect A.A. as a whole without 
conferring with the trustees of The Alcoholic 
Foundation. On such issues our common welfare is 
paramount."  
     This Tradition, Number 4, is a specific application of 
general principles already outlined in Traditions 1 and 2.  
     Tradition 1 states, "Each member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous is but a small part of a great whole. A.A. 
must continue to live or most of us will surely die. 
Hence our common welfare comes first. But individual 
welfare follows close afterward."  
     Tradition 2 states, "For our group purpose there is 
but one ultimate authority--a loving God as He may 
express Himself in our group conscience."  
     With these concepts in mind, let us look more 
closely at Tradition 4. The first sentence of Tradition 4 
guarantees each A.A. group local autonomy. With 
respect to its own affairs, the group may make any 
decisions, adopt any attitudes that it likes. No over-all 
or intergroup authority should challenge this primary 
privilege. We feel this ought to be so, even though the 
group might sometimes act with complete indifference 
to our tradition. For example, an A.A. group could, if 
it wished, hire a paid preacher and support him out of
the proceeds of a group night club. Though such an 
absurd procedure would be miles outside our tradition, 
the group's "right to be wrong" would be held 
inviolate. We are sure that each group can be granted, 
and safely granted, these most extreme privileges. We 
know that our familiar process of trial and error would 
summarily eliminate both the preacher and the night 
club. Those severe growing pains which invariably 
follow any radical departure from A.A. tradition can 
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be absolutely relied upon to bring an erring group back 
into line. An A.A. group need not be coerced by any 
human government over and above its own members. 
Their own experience, plus A.A. opinion in 
surrounding groups, plus God's prompting in their 
group conscience would be sufficient. Much travail has 
already taught us this. Hence we may confidently say 
to each group, "You should be responsible to no other 
authority than your own conscience."  
     Yet please note one important qualification. It will 
be seen that such extreme liberty of thought and action 
applies only to the group's own affairs. Rightly 
enough, this Tradition goes on to say, "But when its 
plans concern the welfare of neighboring groups also, 
these groups ought to be consulted." Obviously, if any 
individual, group or regional committee could take an 
action which might seriously affect the welfare of 
Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, or seriously disturb 
surrounding groups, that would not be liberty at all. It 
would be sheer license; it would be anarchy, not 
democracy.  
     Therefore, we A.A.s have universally adopted the 
principle of consultation. This means that if a single 
A.A. group wishes to take any action which might 
affect surrounding groups, it consults them. Or, if there 
be one, it confers with the intergroup committee for the 
area. Likewise, if a group or regional committee wishes 
to take any action that might affect A.A. as a whole, it 
consults the trustees of The Alcoholic Foundation, who 
are, in effect, our over-all General Service Committee. 
For instance, no group or intergroup could feel free to 
initiate, without consultation, any publicity that might 
affect A.A. as a whole. Nor could it assume to 
represent the whole of Alcoholics Anonymous by 
printing and distributing anything purporting to be 
A.A. standard literature. This same principle would 
naturally apply to all similar situations. Though there is 
no formal compulsion to do so, all undertakings of this 
general character are customarily checked with our 
A.A. General Headquarters.  
     This idea is clearly summarized in the last sentence 
of Tradition 4, which observes, "On such issues our 
common welfare is paramount."  
 
 
Bill W.  
The A.A. Grapevine, March, 1948 
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CONTACT I NFORMATION 
 

·  CSO MAIN NUMBER: 
(253) 474-8897 
 

·  CSO CHAIRPERSON: 
csochair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  ALTERNATE CHAIRPERSON: 
altchair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CSO TREASURER:  
treasurer@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  NEWSLETTER EDITOR :  
stampmymud@yahoo.com  
newsletter@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  ACCESSIBILITY CHAIR:  
accessibility@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CORRECTIONS CHAIR:  
corrections@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CPC CHAIR:  
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
pichair@piercecountyaa.org 
 

·  PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
treatment@piercecountyaa.org 
   

·  PIERCE CO. WEBSITE: 
www.piercecountyaa.org 
 

·  TSSC:  (253) 474-8897  
 

·  AA  WEBSITE:  www.aa.org  
 

M ISSION STATEMENT: The Pierce County Central Services Office makes AA 
Literature available to AA Groups and Members, provides meeting space for local 
AA Districts and Standing Committees, and provides other services as required to 
assist local AA Groups in carrying the AA message. 
�
DISCLAIMER:  Pierce's Progress is a monthly AA newsletter serving Districts 9, 29, 44, 45 & 54. 
The main purpose of this newsletter is to facilitate and improve communication within Tacoma’s CSO 
service area. Newsletter content will include, but is not limited to: news from Tacoma’s CSOC & 
TSSC, local District & Standing Committee reports, local upcoming District, Group, and Service 
events, personal stories, applicable Area 72 & GSO news or articles, etc. Incoming articles will be 
included at the discretion of the Newsletter Editor and/or the CSOC. 
 

P.S.�The British Fashion (AA’s newsletter in England) encloses the following disclosure statement 
to their readers, which also applies to this publication: “We publish the British Fashion (Pierce’s 
Progress) for your information and enjoyment. Any mistakes you find are here for a reason. We publish 
something for everyone and some people are always looking for mistakes.” �
 

SUBMISSIONS POLICY / DEADLINE / DISTRIBUTION 
 

Submissions:  All articles must be signed • Prefer all articles and fliers be in MS-Word •  
 
Pierce’s Progress Deadline:  Friday after the 2nd Thursday at 5:00PM firm!  
 

Distribution: Newsletter copy will be disbursed at the first GSR meeting of each month, by 6:30PM.  
�
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CSO Monthly Schedule 
 

Committee Meetings  
   • Central Service Office Committee: 1st  Sunday 6:30PM 
   • Treatment Committee: 1st  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • Accessibility Committee: 1st  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • Public Information Committee: 1st  Thursday 6:30PM 
   • TSSC 12th Step Committee: 2nd  Monday 6:30PM  
   • CPC Committee:  2nd  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • Corrections Committee: 2nd  Thursday 6:30PM 
 
District Meetings 
   • District-29 GSR Meeting: 2nd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • District-9   GSR Meeting: 3rd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • District-44 GSR Meeting: 3rd  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • District-45 GSR Meeting: 3rd  Thursday 6:30PM 
 
Pierce’s Progress Timelines 
   • Distribution by: 3 rd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • Submission Deadline/Friday After: 2nd   Thursday.       Midnight 
   • Pierce’s Progress Mailing Deadline:  Sat. Following Dist. Mtgs. 

     • Submission Deadline:                              5th of The Month   
12:00AM 
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����   SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

8:00AM 
To 
10:00AM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

10:00AM 
To 
Noon 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

Noon 
To 
2:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

2:00PM 
To 
4:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL OPEN FULL 

4:00PM 
To 
6:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

	�
���
����� WK SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

1st  

30  
Jolly 

31  
Narrows 

1 November  
Fellowship 

2 
Safe Haven 

3 
Fellowship 
Of The Spirit 

4  
AMAA 

5 
Tuesday Nt. 
Men’s Stag 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

2nd 

6 
Spanaway 

7 
Fircrest  
Study 

9 
Chuck T. 

10 
East End 
Newcomers 

11 
Friday Night 
Group 

12 
Women’s 
Big Book 
Study  

13 
New  
Arrivals 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

3rd 

14 
David S. 

15 
Introduction 
To A.A. 

16 
Groups 
From 
District 9  

17 
12X12 

18 
Firgrove 

19 
Saturday 
Speakers 

20 
Puyallup 
A.I.R. 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

4th 

21 
OPEN 

22 
Follow Up 
Group 

23 
Page 
28!! 

24 
By The Book  

25 
Serenity  
Hall 

26   
SNL 

27  
Stoke The 
Fire 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

5th 

28 
As Bill  
Sees It 

29 
Fircrest 
Study 

30 
Hang In  
There 

1 December  
Parkland 
Group 

2   
The Night 
Cap 

3 
Ladies 
Night Out 

4 
Sound 
Group 

 

The night time schedule outlines the evening phone volunteers at CSO. Everyone from your home 
group is welcome - come watch TV, order food, bring  food, play games, fellowship, answer the phones 
and sell literature of course! 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

TROC 
11:00 am 

WCCW Purdy 
6:10pm arrive 

Puyallup Jail  
6:30 pm 

TROC 
11:00 am 

TROC 
4:00 pm  

  PCDCC Main Men    
7:00 pm 

Forging Ahead 
5:00 pm Ferry   

PCDCC Main 
7:00 pm Women 

CFS Western State 
6:00pm arrive 

PCDCC Women 
7:00 pm  PCDCC Men 

7:00 pm  

Fort Lewis RCF 
7:00 pm   

Progress House 
7:30 pm 

WCCW Purdy 
6:10 pm arrive   

  PCDCC Jail Trustee Men  
7:00 pm 

SCF Oakridge (E/O) 
5:00 pm  

 
 

  Remann Hall 
7:00 pm 

PCDCC Men 
8:30 pm   

Correctional Facility and Clearance  Information   
 (Contact Corrections Chair at: corrections@piercecountyaa.org) 

CFS (Western State) Group Name: 
Sanely Sober 

Details:   No warrants, no sex based offenses, and no previous contact with patients. Complete Oath of Confidentiality, 
Security Clearance for approval by CSF. Sponsees with min of 3 months sobriety can be cleared to attend if an approved 
sponsor accompanies them. Must be cleared by facility prior to attending. Business meeting 2nd Tues at 5:30. Birthday 
meeting last Tuesday.  

Fort Lewis RCF Details: Clearance paperwork (NCIS)   No recent felony.   Four days of training, 6-8 hrs. each day Monday thru Thursday 
Fort Lewis Second Chance Details:  3 hour training required for unrestricted access. 
McNeil Forging Ahead Details: Must complete paperwork for DOC clearance 
Oakridge SCF Details: Must complete DSHS background check. M/F 
TROC Details:  Check in with receptionist to obtain a visitor’s pass. Be aware that you are entering a DOC facility. M/F 
PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) Men Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 years since last 

misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 
PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) Women Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 years since last 

misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 
Puyallup Jail Details: Easy to get clearance. No warrants, NO Department of Corrections. 
Remann Hal Details: Background check, references required. No felony convictions, No history of Meth or Heroin usage, no other drugs for 2 

years — Marijuana 1 year. 
WCCW Purdy Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Complete paperwork for DOC clearance. Must attend 

to remain badged. 
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Note: Please make sure all your contributions include your group’s name and service number.  This information is very important in 
assuring that your group receives proper credit.  Find out from your district the best way to support your standing committees. 
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Mail your information to: 
�
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A���''���������
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registrar@area72aa.org   
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SUNDAY� MONDAY� TUESDAY� WEDNESDAY� THURSDAY� FRIDAY� SATURDAY�

30 
Detox          7:00p  
 
Prosp.  W   7:00p 
 

31 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

1  (November ) 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
WSH            6:50p 

2 
WSH            6:30p 
 
Detox          7:00p 
GOLD GATE  

3 4  
WSH           6:30p 
FOLLOW UP 
GROUP 
 
Prosp. M   7:00p 
NEW ARRIVALS 

5 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
BY THE BOOK 
 
 

6 
Detox          7:00p 
WOMENS BIG 
BOOK STUDY 
Prosperity  7:00p 
MEEKER/LNO 

7 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
PUYALLUP 
GROUP 
 

8 
Se-Mar        6:00p 
SOUND GROUP 
New Life     7:30p 
WSH            6:50p 
 

9 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
REAL 
ALCOHOLICS 

10 11 
WSH           6:30p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
COMMON 
GROUND 
Life Care    2:00p 
 

12 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
NIGHT CAP 

13 
Detox          7:00p 
EENC 
Prosp. W 
MEEKER 
STRAIGHT 
SHOOOTERS 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00P 

14 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
GOLD GATE 
GROUP 

15 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
SATURDAY 
SPEAKERS 
GROUP 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

16 
WSH            6:30p 
NEW ARRIVALS 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE SPIRIT 

17 18 
WSH           6:30p 
FOLLOW UP 
Mom’s Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. men7:00p 
LIVING FREE 
Life Care    2:00p 

19 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
AMAA 

20  
Detox          7:00p 
 
Prosp. W    7:00p 
MEEKER 
SPANAWAY 
HALL 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
 

21 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

22 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
NORTHSTAR 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

23 
WSH           6:30p 
SUMMIT GROUP 
 
Detox          7:00p 
FERN HILL 

24 25 
WSH           6:30p 
Mom’s Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
STRAIGHT 
SHOOOTERS 
Sumner     7:00p 
Life Care    2:00p 

26 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
SPANAWAY 
HALL 

27 
Detox            7:00 
SAFE HAVEN 
Prosp. W    7:00p 
MEEKER 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00p 

28 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
NARROWS 
GROUP 

29  
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
MORNING 
MEETING 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

30 
WSH            6:30p 
NEW ARIVALS 
 
Detox          7:00p 
MCKINLEY HALL 
 

1(December ) 2 
WSH           6:30p 
 
Prosp. M 
Sumner     7:00p 
 
Life Care    2:00p 

3 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

4  
Detox            7:00 
 
Prosp. W 
Tacoma  
 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00p 

5  
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

6  
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 

7 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 

8 9 
WSH           6:30p 
 
Mom’s        1:00p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
 
Life Care    2:00p 

10  
 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

��� ��!��B����!�6�����!�������� �� ��*� �
Tacoma Detox:     721 So. Fawcett, # 100, Tacoma  Sun & Wed @7p 10 outside members only, incl Chair  

Sea-Mar 1415 Center St., Tacoma               Tue @6p, Sat @7p   

New Life - VA:     9500 Veterans Dr. SW, Lakewood  Tue @7:30p  

Serenity - WSH:   TBA, contact Justine         Mon, Wed & Fri @6:50p  

Prosperity Wellness Center 5001 112th Street East, Tacoma, WA   

Prosperity House  1732 Bonney Aveenue, Sumner, WA Friday & Sunday @ 7:00p  

Mom”s Recovery Center 2929 5th Ave NE, Suite B, Puyallup, WA 98371 Friday @ 1:00p  

Life Care 511 10th Avenue Southeast Puyallup, WA Friady @ 2:00p  

For Further Info, Contact your Treatment Rep. for details of your group commitments or visit the Treatment meeting, first Tuesday every month 6:30pm at CSO. 

������	
�B����	�
��������9�
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CHAIRPERSON 
 
For our November meeting 8 of the 11 voting 
members were present.  A big happy 18 years 
to Sandy representative from District 44!  The 
big change is our meetings from now on will be 
held at 6:00 p.m.  This will be reflected in the 
new schedules and in the Pierce’s Progress.  
Speaking of schedules, we are putting the final 
touches on the updates and will submit them 
for printing.  They should be available to 
purchase in about six weeks.   
 
Our webmaster is unable to make his 
commitment and so we need to fill that 
position.  We will hold elections in December.  
If you are interested in the position but want 
more information, please call the office at 474-
8897. 
 
Our office manger had a lengthy report that 
covered some of the information she obtained 
from the conference she attended.  She has 
submitted information in the Pierce’s Progress 
this month concerning literature.  She informed 
us that the answering service we currently use 
when there is not a member to answer will now 
start utilizing our website to give out 
information concerning meeting locations and 
times.   
 
I had the pleasure of attended the Assembly in 
October.   Most of you will get information 
from your district, but I wanted to pass on some 
information.  First of all, you can try a free 7 
day trail of the grapevine on line, including 
audio.  Just go to aagrapevine.org to try it out.  
Also, you can do birthday contributions on line 
now at aa.org.  The corrections correspondence 
program needs people to correspond with 
inmates.  For more information you can contact 
the Area Corrections Chair, but I wanted to let 
you know this just consists of writing your 
story out.  You will be matched with an inmate 
in a completely different geographical area and 
you can use the CSO office as your return 
address. 
 
I attended District 9’s gratitude banquet this 
last weekend.  What a great job they did in such 
a short amount of time arranging it.  The food 
was great, fellowship was fabulous and, Mark, 
their DCM, did a super job sharing his story.  I 
also will be continuing participating in the 
Roadshow with another event planned for the 
14th at New Arrivals. 
 
Our alternate chair, Mark, attended a couple of 
business meetings this last month to share 
information and answer questions.  This is a 
good time to remind you that we are available 
to attend your business meetings! 

If you are a group that has been waiting for a 
spot to answer phones that time has arrived!  
The fourth Sunday of the month from 6 to 10 
p.m. is now available.  Please call the office to 
get connected to the evening coordinator. 
 
The TSSC committee did present a motion that 
a safe be purchased and installed next to the 
office manager’s door in an attempt to 
safeguard money.    This motion failed by a 
vote of 6 to 2.  The majority felt that the cost of 
$200 to $500 for a safe was too much 
considering the small amount of theft that takes 
place.  Also, new mechanisms have been put in 
place since the last time money was taken. 
 
The committee approved changes made to the 
Policies & Procedures to reflect a more detailed 
explanation of the duties of the representative, a 
description of the TSSC subcommittee, and 
what is deemed housekeeping. 
 
The committee approved information to be 
included in a welcome packet to new members 
joining the committee.  Also, next month we 
will be discussing holding an orientation and 
possible sponsorship to help new committee 
members. 
 
This month we had some anonymous donations 
and an in-remembrance-of donation that really 
made the difference in meeting our expenses.  
Thank you so much for that.  If you are an 
individual who would like to contribute to the 
CSO, we welcome your contributions.  You can 
stop by the CSO to drop it off or mail it in.  All 
contributions are greatly appreciated.  As I 
looked at the Area’s financials and GSO’s 
financials they are in the same situation as us: 
expenses are down but so are contributions.  If I 
or our treasurer can answer any questions for 
you about CSO finances, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us.  
  
Crystal, CSO Chair 
 

TREASURER 
 

Hello, Fellow AA’ers!  
 
Not much to report on. Contributions were back 
up this month and closer to the budgeted 
amount. Expenses were close to the budgeted 
amount, as well. 
  
A budget is an important and necessary tool. 
The CSO’s budget is based on previous year/s 
contributions and expenses. It helps the 
committee see where things are out of kilter and 
facilitates a discussion around possible 
solutions. A budget defines for the fellowship, 
that utilizes and supports the office, the ‘lights 

on expenses’ that are required to keep the CSO 
open and operating� successfully; but also 
determine the level of support they want to 
commit to.  
 
Being the CSO treasurer has helped me grow in 
my personal life in regards to finances and 
budgeting. As always, I am grateful for the 
opportunity to be of service and the growth it’s 
given me. 
 
Laurie S 
CSO Treasurer 
 

ACCESSIBILTY 
 

CORRECTIONS 
 

P.C. Corrections “Members Eye View” 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
 
There is alot of exciting service happening with 
your PI committee. Dist 9, with the help of 
many others, will be hosting the PI 
Quarterly on Nov 12th; fellowship starts at 9,
business at 10 until done (usualy 2 or 3) -
EVERY ONE is welcome!   
 
Save the date - December 3rd, for our annual 
Traditions work shop from 9 to 3; watch for 
flyers. Lunch will be served mid-day with a 
speaker; 12 panels of 3 are being put together to 
share their experience, strength and hope.  
 
Our contact with Tacoma schools has been very 
successful, they are interested in pamphlet 
racks, possible AA panels - for high schools, jr 
high, and alternative schools. It is always 
extremely important when having public 
contact to stay firm within our traditons and our 
singleness of purpose,  much care will be taken 
as this project moves forward.  
 
As we all know, everyhing costs more now than 
it did 5 or more years ago when we decided on 
our donation amount to CSO; so with a 
unanimous vote we decided to up our monthly 
donation to the CSO to help cover the cost of 
our meeting space.  
 
We are changing banks to avoid monthly fees 
so your contributions can be used to carry the 
AA message. Our agenda items for December 
include what we will be doing with current 
funds and a potluck starting at 6 to welcome 
any new PI reps coming in for 2012.  
  
Happy to be of service 
Your PI chair, 
  
Roxanna 

������9����C	�����������
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 
Happy November! 
 
Several years ago, I was working on a service 
newsletter, when I realized; it was possibly the 
most boring piece of reading I’d ever seen. 
Watching concrete get hard would be an 
alternative to reading it. That coupled with the 
fact that they’re to smooth for toilet paper, leads 
me to believe that the average member has little 
use for them. I mean let’s face it; the majority of 
our members, are not involved in general
service, and have little to no interest in the 
goings on in business meetings at any level. 
This is likely the result of simply not 
understanding the process, and how AA 
Tradition is at work even when we can’t see it. 
 
Knowing this, and the fact that 10% of the 
members in AA do 100% of the work, prompted
me to find ways of making the reading more
interesting. I thought; maybe, if we could
provide something of interest to them, they 
would accidentally read something about our 
work, and become interested enough to 
participate. 
 
One thing that’s always intrigued me, is the 
early history of Alcoholics Anonymous. I find it 
interesting because this fellowship is where I 
live, and its rich history assures me that I belong 
here. Therefore, from my early days as an 
editor, to present, I’ve included significant 
historical pieces. This seems to have had an 
impact on newsletter circulation. 
   
Realising the increased interest in the newsletter
was a direct result of including these articles, 
has motivated me to begun research on one of 
the most important and controversial areas of 
our history. 
 
The “Table Mate,” as its known here in the 
“West,” has been at the center of many a 
spirited debate as to whether or not it should be 
used in meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
Due to its status as “Non-Conference 
Approved” material, there have been many of 
these conversations and more are likely to 
occur.  
 
I’ve always been curious to know why exactly 
these debates take place. Is it because the 
subject matter is so threatening, or could it be 
that we are simply uninformed? 
 
Nearly three months ago, I launched off on a 
journey to answer the questions I have about 
this material. My quest to learn more about it
has led me down an exciting path.  I find that 

the Table Mate, spans nearly seventy years of 
AA history, and involves most of the early 
members. I’ve had the priviledge of speaking 
with some of the most knowledgable historians 
in Alcoholics Anonymous from across the 
country. I hope to be through the gathering 
phase of this in the next few weeks, and be ready
for publication shortly thereafter. 
 
I have no idea if all this will change the way we 
approach the topic, but atleast we may know 
more about it. My experience in AA and life in 
general, has been that making decisions based on 
knowledge is generally more productive than 
decisions based on guesswork and resentmrnt.
This promotes unity which is the driving force 
behind AA Tradition. 
 
Lastly; I want to encourage the committees and 
trusted servants here at CSO, to include articles 
about your work in Alcoholics Anonymous. It’s 
our responsibility to help grow the new crop of 
trusted servants. If they have no information 
about the benefits you’ve derived from your 
service position, they will not follow. 
 
I love my job, thank God for AA! 
 
Larry H. 
Newsletter Editor 
stampmymud@yahoo.com  

CSO OFFICE MANAGER 
 

Greetings All! 
The CSO/Intergroup Conference was full of 
information. We stayed busy from 7am to 
10pm. It was really nice to network with other 
Special Workers. I will share information 
from the Conference each month. 
 
Here is information on Literature: 
Alcoholics Anonymous World Services 
(AAWS) News: 
 
AAWS will begin selling e-books starting 
with the Big Book and the 12x12. These will 
be available early December on line at 
www.aa.org . AAWS also said they will begin 
selling all literature on line soon. * 
 
*Please remember that the CSO has many 
titles available at the office and we order 
items not on hand from the catalog. 
 
Grapevine News: 
 
Two new books; Emotional Sobriety II and 
Step by Step are available now. 
www.aagrapevine.org is the main page.  
 
From the Share Tab you can upload your 
stories and art, add your event to the calendar 
and join I-Say fellowship forums.  
 
The Subscribe Tab allows you to see the 
difference in the three subscriptions: 
Grapevine Magazine Print, Online, and 
Complete (print and online). You can 
subscribe online. If you subscribe to the 
electronic version of The Grapevine 
magazine, you will also receive 5 new stories 
each week.  
 
The Store Tab lets you browse the online 
catalog. You can order and pay, including 
shipping charges online.** 
 
**Please remember that the CSO has many 
titles available at the office and we order 
items not on hand from the catalog.  
 
When ordering from either AAWS or 
Grapevine Catalog, a sales receipt will be 
completed and customer will pre-pay before 
ordering. If a customer needs it immediately, 
shipping will have to be paid, or they can wait 
and be included in CSO's order with no 
additional shipping charges.  
 
Thank you, 
Annette Agee 
CSO Office Mgr  
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Besides the Big Book, The 12th Step Service Committee (TSSC) is AA's best kept secret!! The 12 Step Service  
Committee is continually accepting volunteers for the 12th-step list, home answering service and for CSO phone 
volunteers, group or individual - as well as Alternates.  Complete this form and deliver to CSO: 3640 S Cedar, Ste S, 
Tacoma, WA 98409. 
Date:_________  Gender:  F    M  (Sobriety Date:      /     /     ) 
Name:____________________________              
                 12th Step Calls:     Anytime -  Day -  Evening - Late night 

Address:__________________________                                        

Home Answering Service (10p-8a):    M  T  W  Th  F  S  Su 

City/State/Zip:_____________________                    
                           CSO Phone Volunteer: Anytime - Morning - Afternoon - Evening 

Phone: ___________________________                                                                              
           M  T  W  Th  F  S  Su 

Home Group:________________________                   Alternate ____ (note availability above) 
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Actual Actual

Profit/Loss Statement

Sources of Funds:
Group Contributions         2,329.91        19,072.88    
Meeting Contributions 500.00           4,079.45      
Service Committees 181.16           3,610.57      
Miscellaneous Income 337.06           2,140.74      
Literature Sales 4,568.20        42,930.70    
Schedule Sales 532.90           7,922.93      
Newsletter Subscription 11.00             93.15           

Total Sources 8,460.23        79,850.42    
Expenditure of Funds:
New Wages 1,045.11        15,005.14    
Social Security Tax 147.32           2,212.83      
Medicare Tax 34.46             547.51         
State Payroll Taxes 24.55             323.53         
Fed 52.00             603.00         
12 Step Committee -                 67.77           
Answering Svc Expense 193.65           1,759.36      
Bank Charge -                 -               
Business Licence -                 25.00           
Cable TV 43.32             425.07         
Copier -                 89.97           
CSO Chair - Assembly Expenses 215.50           215.50         
Donations -                 -               
Electricity 77.47             949.42         
Insurance -                 500.00         
Literature Expenditures** 3,789.98        30,413.34    
Maintenance -                 323.18         
Miscellaneous -                 113.00         
New Computer System -                 561.16         
Newsletter Publications 34.98             490.95         
Office Furniture -                 -               
Postage -                 -               
Rent 1,582.00        17,404.00    
Repairs -                 -               
Sales Taxes Paid 434.97           4,926.76      
Other Tax -                 -               
Schedule Publication -                 -               
Supplies 313.57           1,099.24      
Telephone 142.71           1,269.73      
Website 43.95             546.90         
Training -                 559.84         

Total Expenses 8,175.54        80,432.20    

Net Income/(Loss) 284.69           (581.78)        

Cash Positions
Beginning Bank Balance 2,325.36        4,073.72      
Income 8,460.23        79,850.42    
Interest Income 0.28               1.64             
Subtotal 10,785.87      83,925.78    
Less:  expenses 8,175.54        80,432.20    
Prud Res Adjustment -                 (1,000.00)     
Adjustments 116.75         
Ending Bank Balance 2,610.33        2,610.33      

Cash over(under) $15,000 (12,389.67)     (12,389.67)   

Prudent Reverse Goal*** 25,129.00      

Beginning Reserve Balance 21,788.55      
Adjustments to working reserve -                 
Interest earnings 4.17               
Ending Reserve Balance 21,792.72      

Reserve over(under) Goal (3,336.28)       
***3 months based on budget

Distribution Calculation
Ending Balance Operating Account 2,610.33        
Ending Balance Prudent Reserve 21,792.72      
Total Funds Avaliable 24,403.05      

Prudent Reserve Goal 25,129.00      
Set Operating Balance 15,000.00      
Total Allowable Funds 40,129.00      

Distribution Overage(Shortage) (15,725.95)     

Amounts to Distribute per Motion
General Services Office NY -                 
Western WA Area 72 -                 
Total Distribution -                 

Literature
Literature On Hand 11,679.38      

Financial Summary
Beginning Balance 2,325.36$       
Incoming Funds 8,460.23$       
Interest 0.28$              

Subtotal 10,785.87$      
Expenses (8,175.54)$      

Ending Balance 2,610.33$       

Oct-11 Year to Date

04/05/09 Motion reads:
We move that all funds in excess  of the CSO prudent reserve, plus 
$15,000.00 in operating capital, plus  the allocated funds for CSO 

Dock 58.00          200.00        -             -              -             -           -              -            -             258.00     
Eatonville -             -             50.00          -              -             -           -              -            75.00         175.00     
Eastend New -             -             -             -              -             -           67.51          -            -             67.51       
Elbe Fri. -             -             80.00          -              -             60.00       -              -            35.00         225.00     
Fellowship -              1.40          0.35           1.75         
Fellowship Of The Spirit 64.02          98.33          114.16        -              62.19          86.52       84.87          -            -             559.89     
Fern Hill 60.54          -              -             -           -              -            55.12         115.66     
Fircrest -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Fireside 100.00        -             -             -              100.00        -           -              -            -             200.00     
Firgrove 105.84        -             -             28.74          -             -           -              -            51.89         186.47     
Flimsy Reed 18.00          7.94            -             -              -             -           -              -            -             40.81       
Follow-Up -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Fox Island -             90.00          -             -              -             -           75.00          -            0.60           165.60     
Freedom In Recovery -             60.00          -             -              -             -           -              -            -             60.00       
Fresh Start -             -             40.10          -              -             26.79       -              -            65.70         282.59     
Friday Nite -             -             -             -              -             -           100.00        -            100.00       200.00     
Fried Bread Too -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Gig Har Legacy -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Gig Harbor Gr -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Graham -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Hang In There 120.33        52.35          50.19          23.29          37.17          74.25       63.18          78.01        75.70         669.60     
Healthy Livers 50.00          40.00          -             25.00          -            35.00         150.00     
Hole in the Doughnut 100.00         -             -              -            -             100.00     
Home 20.00          -              35.00          -              -            27.00         82.00       
Honest Steps -              20.00        -             20.00       
I Saw the Light -             -             -             -              -             90.00       -              -            -             90.00       
Jolley 100.00        -             -             -              -             75.00       -              -            -             175.00     
Ka-Sa-Ra -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Kapowsin -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Keys To Sobriety -             -             -             20.00          -             -           -              -            -             20.00       
KISS -             -             -             200.00         -             -           -              -            -             200.00     
Ladies Nite Out -             113.80        64.87          23.27          -             31.58       98.73          48.68        -             407.89     
Legacy -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Living Free -             -             -             -              250.00        -           -              -            250.00       750.00     
Loft 288.00        -             325.00        -              -             -           -              -            -             613.00     
Loose -             -             -             -              200.00        -           -              -            -             200.00     
Lunch Bunch -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Madigan Group -             -             -             -              200.00        -           -              -            -             200.00     
Market St Vets -              20.00        -             20.00       
McChord -             -             -             83.00          -             -           172.00        -            -             255.00     
McKinley Hall 5.00           -              -            -             5.00         
Meeker 5.80           5.80         
Midland Step Study -             -             -             -              30.00          -           -              -            -             80.00       
Miracle on 56th 4.00            4.00            4.00            4.00            4.00           4.00         -              4.00          4.80           36.80       
Men at Work -             -             -             -              -             243.50     -              -            -             243.50     
Men's Stag -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Mon Night Women -             -             87.89          -              -             -           -              -            76.01         247.62     
Morning Meeting 395.00        -             -             -              -             356.00     -              -            -             751.00     
Mt R. Sun Ser -             -             -             25.00          -             -           -              -            -             25.00       
Narrows 28.00          31.00          50.00          47.00          52.00          31.00       37.00          45.00        43.00         395.00     
New Arrivals -             15.00          10.00          -              20.00          -           20.00          10.00        -             75.00       
New Freedom -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
New Life -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            100.00       100.00     
Nick at Noon -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Night Cap 7.00            -            -             7.00         
North Pacific -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
North Star -             58.14          -             -              114.98        -           -              43.00        -             216.12     
Northend New. -             -             -             30.00          -             -           102.00        -            -             132.00     
Over 50 -             -             -             -              -             -           44.92          -            -             44.92       
Parkland -             -             -             -              43.02          -           -              -            1.10           74.12       
Plateau BB -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Plateau Daytimers 7.00            -             -             10.00          -             -           8.00            -            -             25.00       
Plateau Winners -             -             -             -              -             100.00     -              -            100.00       200.00     
Primary Purpose -             -             -             -              -             75.00       -              -            125.00       200.00     
Puy Cons Cont -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Puyallup A.I.R. -             250.00        -             -              -             -           -              -            -             250.00     
Puyallup Group 9.99            7.17            -             -              -             -           3.52            -            -             20.68       
Puyallup Serv -             60.00          -             -              -             -           -              -            0.30           60.30       
Real Alcoholics 58.56         58.56       
Rebels With a Cause -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Reflections 200.00        -             -              -            -             200.00     
Regroup 1.30           1.30         
Ruston Study 44.66          -             -             51.10          -             26.39       -              -            27.50         149.65     
Safe Haven -             -             -             14.50          -             -           -              -            -             73.11       
Sat Spkrs 335.00        20.00          20.00          20.00          -             245.00     26.30          20.00        25.20         751.50     
Saving Our Sobriety -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Seeking Our Solution -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Serendipity -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             170.00     
Serenity Hall -             200.00        250.00        300.00         -             100.00     150.00        75.00        75.30         1,450.30   
Shop -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Sound 350.00        250.00        200.00        -              -             100.00     100.00        -            -             1,000.00   
Spanaway 81.80          -             -             10.00          5.00           -           -              5.00          20.88         201.35     
Step Ashore -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Step n Time -             61.23          -             -              -             -           110.33        -            -             171.56     
Stick w -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Stielacoom Ser -             -             160.00        -              -             -           -              2.00          160.00       322.00     
Straight Shooters 300.00        -             -             -              -             -           -              -            100.00       400.00     
Summit View HP 30.00          -             -             -              -             -           -              -            30.00         60.00       
Sunrise Mtg -             -             -             -              -             -           100.00        -            -             100.00     
Sure Would -             -             147.00        -              -             124.00     -              -            79.00         350.00     
Tacoma Book Study 30.00          -              -            -             30.00       
Trusted Serv -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Tue BB Thumpers -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Tues Mens Stag -             98.61          -             -              -             -           -              -            24.20         122.81     
Vision -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Woman In Emotional Sobriety -             180.00        106.34        29.74          -             -           -              -            107.75       423.83     
TOTAL Group 3,199.88 2,609.56 2,000.01 1,511.03 1,244.86 2,226.53 1,534.33 522.01 2,329.91 19,072.88

Meeting
An Lkwd Sp Bfst -             95.00          103.00        195.77         -             120.00     115.00        78.00        73.00         900.55     
Book Review -             -             100.00        -              -             -           -              -            -             100.00     
Brown Bag -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Brunch Bunch 100.00        -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             100.00     
F.A.I.R. -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             150.00     
Farwest -             198.00        -             126.00         70.00          60.90       -              78.00        94.00         726.90     
Gig Harbor Bfst -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Gig Harbor Men -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Great Fact -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Lkwd Lunch -             -             -             -              -             100.00     -              -            -             100.00     
Madigan Prof -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Miracle Tues -             -             48.00          -              -             35.00       -              -            43.00         161.00     
Mon Step Study 29.00          -             -             -              35.00          -           -              -            -             64.00       
Out to Lunch -             -             400.00        -              -             -           -              -            200.00       1,000.00   
Sober Sunday -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Thurs Step 28.00          -             -             -              27.00          -           -              -            -             55.00       
Sunday Bowlers -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Tues Step Study -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Wed. Step Study -             176.00        -             -              -             -           146.00        -            90.00         412.00     
Wed. Winners -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
Westside BB Study -             200.00        -             -              -             -           100.00        -            -             300.00     
Young Guns -             -             -             -              -             10.00       -              -            -             10.00       
TOTAL Meeting 157.00 669.00 651.00 321.77 132.00 325.90 361.00 156.00 500.00 4,079.45   

Miscellaneous
Anonymous 233.28        47.05          42.42          342.83         283.74        41.71       86.42          66.78        29.38         1,264.87   
Coffee 17.90          11.35          5.89            19.18          46.64          30.91       14.50          14.25        7.28           213.29     
Copies 100.62        43.60          36.88          30.85          14.69          9.26         11.10          -            0.40           253.08     
F.I.S. -            200.00       200.00     
Memorial -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           

Memory of John K. New Life -            100.00       100.00     
Sponsorship Con -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           
W to W 16.00          12.00          22.00          16.00          21.50          -           -              -            -             100.50     
Miscellaneous - Other -             -             -             -              -             -           -              9.00          -             9.00         
TOTAL Miscellaneous 367.80 114.00 107.19 408.86 366.57 81.88 112.02 90.03 337.06 2,140.74   

Sales
Literature Sold 4,763.30     4,478.45     3,950.95     4,113.25      3,656.20     3,687.30   3,900.93      4,945.07    4,568.20     42,930.70 
Newsletter 12.00          17.00          8.00            3.00            6.00           13.00       4.00            15.00        11.00         93.15       
Schedules Sales 660.80        1,029.90     673.20        820.30         697.40        548.05     900.28        680.40      532.90       7,922.93   
TOTAL Sales 5,436.10     5,525.35     4,632.15     4,936.55      4,359.60     4,248.35   4,805.21      5,640.47    5,112.10     50,946.78 

TOTAL INFLOWS 9,925.78$    9,096.91$    7,852.10$    7,470.02$    6,289.03$   7,307.66$ 7,048.32$    6,631.35$  8,460.23$   79,850.42 

9,925.78     9,096.91     7,852.10     7,470.02      6,289.03     7,307.66   7,048.32      6,631.35    8,460.23     79850.42

CSO Sales Report - 2011

Feb-11 Mar-11 Apr-11 May-11 Jun-11 Jul-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 Oct -11 YTD
District and Committee
Correction Comm -             -             -             -              -             -           14.40          -            14.16         28.56
Access Comm 30.00          -             -             30.00          30.00          -           -              -            -             90.00              
CPC Comm 120.00        -             -             -              -             240.00     -              -            -             360.00            
District 29 180.00        109.00        106.00        99.00          106.00        65.00       102.00        130.20      103.00       1,525.45         
District 44 327.00        30.00          30.00          30.00          30.00          30.00       30.00          30.00        30.00         567.00            
District 45 -             -             90.00          13.12          -             90.00       -              10.64        -             225.76            
District 9 -             40.00          -             59.69          -             -           30.40          32.00        34.00         236.09            
District 54 -             -             160.75        -              -             -           -              -            -             160.75            
PI Comm 33.00          -             -             60.00          20.00          -           58.96          20.00        -             191.96            
Treat Comm 75.00          -             75.00          -              -             -           -              -            -             225.00            
Other District and Committee -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
TOTAL District and Committee 765.00        179.00        461.75        291.81         186.00        425.00     235.76        222.84      181.16       3,610.57         

Group -                 
4 Corners -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
9 AM AA -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
Above Ground 25.00          -              -             -           -              -            -             25.00              
AMAA 250.00        9.60            -             8.00            -             327.50     -              10.32        300.50       955.92            
Anderson Island -             27.00          -             35.00          -             -           -              35.00        -             97.00              
As Bill Sees It 24.00          24.75          -             88.58          36.50          -           32.00          -            40.00         337.83            
Back 2 Basics 225.00        -             100.00        50.00          50.00          50.00       50.00          50.00        50.00         625.00            
Big Book Thumpers -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
Buckley Group -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
Buckley Hump Day -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
Bunker -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
Brown's Point 52.10          -             54.92          19.00          -             -           44.97          54.60        -             225.59            
By the Book 194.14        390.64        -             124.31         -             -           12.00          -            1.75           822.84            
Common Ground -             -             -             101.50         -             -           -              -            0.60           102.10            
Cornerstone -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
Courage to Ch -             -             -             25.00          -             -           -              -            -             25.00              
Daily Reflec -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -                 
Destiny 15.00          -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             135.00            

������������#$%%����	���	
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GRATITUDE MONTH 
OUR CHANCE TO SAY THANK YOU  

"The idea is in the air that A.A. might adopt Thanks-giving week as a 
time for meetings and meditation on the Traditions," A.A. co-founder 
Bill W. wrote in the November 1949 issue of the Grapevine (The 
Language of the Heart, p. 95) shortly after publication of the Twelve 
Traditions. In fact, the idea had already taken hold earlier in the decade 
when, each fall, the General Service Board hosted small Gratitude 
Dinners - precursors of the larger, more elaborate Gratitude Luncheons 
that would be held during the '60s as an initiative of the trustees' Public 
Information Committee 

The first official recognition of an A.A. Gratitude Week, specifically 
designed to coincide with Thanksgiving week in the U.S. (Canada 
celebrates in October), occurred in 1956, when the Sixth General 
Service Conference approved the motion, stipulating that "this action be 
noted in the annual pre-Thanksgiving appeals to the groups for funds to 
help support A.A.'s worldwide services." Three years later, Bill urged in 
a let-ter, "Gratitude should go forward, rather than back-ward... if you 
carry the message to still others, you will be making the best possible 
repayment for the help given to you." (As Bill Sees It, p. 29). 

The motivation behind A.A.'s Gratitude Lunches was threefold: to 
express personal gratefulness for the gift of sobriety; to carry the 
message of A.A. to other alcoholics; and to express appreciation to our 
professional friends for their numerous articles, books and radio and TV 
interviews relating to A.A. in the year just past. It was hoped, in the 
words of a General Service Office memo circulated at the time, that the 
luncheons would "advance A.A.'s public relations by bringing editors, 
publishers, writers and broadcasters in personal contact with sources of 
reliable information on the movement." 

Held without fail in November at New York City's Roosevelt Hotel, the 
luncheons were always well-attend-ed. A typical list of invitees to the 
1965 luncheon included representatives of The New York Times, 
McCall's Magazine, Medical World News and The Christian Science 
Monitor. Bill W. always addressed the gatherings, as did the late "Dr. 
Jack" Norris, then  serving as A.A.'s Class A (nonalcoholic) trustee 
chairman. A discussion period followed the proceedings, an ample 
selection of A.A. literature was available for the taking, and in 1965 Bill 
sent an autographed copy of A.A. Comes of Age to every guest.
 
The luncheons were discontinued in 1968, but the concept of gratitude 
persisted and expanded in scope. For decades now, A.A.s in the U.S. 
have set aside all of November as Gratitude Month - marking the 
occasion with special contributions to G.S.O. In the spirit of the Seventh 
Tradition A.A. is self-supporting through its members' contributions, 
and frequently turns away money from well-meaning outside 
contributors. This means that the active input of every A.A. is vital to 
the life of the Fellowship. 

Grateful for the sobriety they've been given and eager to pass it on, 
A.A.s are busier than ever in Twelfth Stepping and service. They are 

reaching out in greater numbers to Loners, people with special needs, 
members of minority groups and previously unreached alcoholics. It is 
clear from their sharing that an overwhelming num-ber of A.A.s - along 
with many of our professional friends - find their own special ways to say 
thank you during Gratitude Month and, indeed, all year long. Writes one 
member: "Enclosed is a check for Gratitude Month, because I want A.A. 
to be there for all those who need it, just as I did." From another: "The 
enclosed check is from my own pocket, to help groups in correctional 
facilities like mine. Some of us are struggling to turn our lives around. 
We begin the process in here ourselves, and by reaching out." And a 
nonalcoholic missionary wrote from India, "It is a matter of great 
encouragement and satisfaction that your A.A. has been a rich resource of 
guidance, help and light for a number of organizations dealing with 
problems related to alcohol...." 

Besides observing Gratitude Month, many a member uses the A.A. 
Birthday Plan "to give back what's been given to me," as one wrote. And 
from another fateful A.A.: "I want to say thanks today for my life and my 
family's - or all of us alcoholics in recovery," he wrote. "Enclosed is an 
anniversary check, because I want the hand of A.A. to be there for all 
who need it". Like him, many members celebrate their A.A. birthdays by 
sending in a gratitude gift to G.S.O. - usually a dollar or two for each year 
of sobriety. Some groups follow this Birthday Plan by collecting 
contributions from members on a voluntary basis throughout the year, or 
until the number of dollars matches the member's total years of sobriety. 
On the group's anniversary, the money collected is sent to G.S.O. as a 
birthday contribution. 

Gratitude. It's a weighty, high-dignity word, but in truth its close 
companions are humor and joy. As Bill W. observed early on in the Big 
Book (p. 132), "Outsiders are sometimes shocked when we burst into 
merriment over a seemingly tragic experience out of the past. But why 
shouldn't we laugh? We have recovered, and have been given the power 
to help others." What greater cause can there be for rejoicing than this? 

Box 459© Vol. 46 No.5/  October - November 2000 
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The Pierce’s Progress Newsletter presents articles in the interest of 
promoting awareness and discussion of uor AA History, and makes no 
claim as to accuracy. 

---Pierce’s Progress
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Alcoholics Anonymous Tell How They Won a Hard Fight. 
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By M. W. Mountjoy 
 
     Every Thursday evening in a lecture room of St. Luke's and 
Children's Hospital, a growing group of former drunkards gets together 
to buck each other up, swap experiences and greet recruits. 
     They are the Philadelphia chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous (the 
"Double A's", which may also stand for absolute abstention) a national 
non-profit organization that has grown up around a former New York 
City toper who recovered. 
     Started eight weeks ago by a member of the New York chapter who 
came to Philadelphia to live, the group already numbers 50 and is 
growing at the rate of 10 a week. 
 
CANDOR PREVAILS.  
     The meeting of these confirmed and confessed alcoholics are 
curiously convivial and forthright. The one we attended included seven 
"hopeless" cases that had been lifted out of Philadelphia General 
Hospital by the chapter, and 14 wives, mothers and sisters, most of 
whom wore wondering smiles. 
     The chairman of the evening was an insurance agent. He was 
anonymous, of course. The chairmanship revolves at each meeting 
because, a member explained, "if you give a recently dry rummy too 
much importance he's liable to fall off again." The founder of the 
chapter, a representative of a New York engineering firm, who has been 
"dry" two and a half years, took no special part in the proceedings. 
     "I suppose," the chairman began, "we've all had more or less the 
same experience. We've paid high-priced doctors, made the rounds of 
sanitariums, know what the inside of an alcoholic ward looks like and 
the morning after taste of water from a tin cup in a police station." 
     He called on a young attorney who walked to the front of the room. 
"Was he a lush!" proudly whispered the member next to us.  
 
TOO SORDID TO TELL.  
     "With your permission I'd rather not tell my story," the attorney said. 
"It's a sordid one. Up to now my life has been completely self-centered. I 
think this is true of all alcoholics. In recent years I was a periodic drunk. 
I stayed sober for months, chiefly as a reaction to my last drinking bout." 
     "But I won a case in court today, and coming away I had that old 
feeling of elation, that urge to celebrate. Then I realized I ought to be 
thankful rather than proud." 
     "Stopping drinking is not enough. You've still got the bottle heat in 
you. You've got to be honestly thankful."  
     Each speaker was roundly applauded. The second was a draftsman 
who last month panhandled an A.A. for a nickel in a railroad station. 
     This man read what he had to say. "I've been sober for 25 days," he 
testified, "which is my longest period of dryness since 1932." He 
thanked "the fellows here who broke bread with a social outcast" and 
commended himself to "the Power that has helped me after all else 
failed." The next speaker was a strapping young man with an Irish name. 
 
THEY CAME AND GOT HIM.  
     "On my last bat," he said, "which I regret to say was not very long 
ago, they had to come and get me. Now I've already started visiting 
others." 
     After that, members stood up and introduced starters, several of 
whom were living temporarily at the Salvation Army. 
     That was the formal part of the meeting, which continued 

conversationally for another hour after which the womenfolk served 
doughnuts and coffee. 
 
NONE HAS FALLEN.  
     "Not one of this gang has fallen off yet,' an older member confided. 
"Although, of course, we expect some to. More than half of the national 
membership (now between 500 and 600) has had no relapse at all. 
Another quarter had trouble, but is headed for recovery. The other quarter 
we don't know about." 
     "We consider that record remarkable, since all of us had been given up 
as hopeless and had given up hope." 
     The founder of the Double A's is a tall, tanned broker with a pair of 
searching eyes and an unassuming manner of speech. Double A's, he 
reminded us, are not prohibitionists nor, necessarily churchgoers. 
 
A TRUE ALCOHOLIC  
     "A man may drink steadily all his life with an occasional roaring 
bender and not be a true alcoholic," says an introductory pamphlet given 
to recruits. "If anyone who is showing inability to control his drinking can 
do the right-about-face, our hats are off to him. Heavens knows, we have 
tried long enough and hard enough to drink like other
people. We have no desire to make the country dry or anybody else dry 
unless he happens to be, like us, allergic to alcohol." 
 
HOW THEY DO IT.  
     Here are the steps we took toward recovery: (The following is a  
     summary): 
     
     We admitted we were powerless over alcohol - that our lives had  
     become unmanageable, 
 
      Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us  
     to sanity. 
 
     Admitted to God, as we understood Him, to ourselves, and to another         
     human being the nature of our wrongs. 
 
     Made a list of all people we had harmed and made direct amends  
     wherever possible. 
 
     Sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious  
     contact with God as we understood Him. 
 
     Having had a spiritual experience as the result of these steps, we tried 
to carry this message to alcoholics and to practice these principles in all 
our affairs." 

     A Houston (Tex.) newspaperman, who started a chapter there, wrote: 
"In non-religious terms the experience is like the realization that 
sometimes comes to a person who has never appreciated good music or 
good books and who all of a sudden gets the idea of the value and 
pleasure to be found in them." 

 

 
Philadelphia Record © dated April 1, 1940. 



Publication 11-2011    Submission Deadline is the 5th of every month at midnight. Send submissions to stampmymud@yahoo.com     page 12 

�

�

�
� �
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

9����������������

DISTRICT 9 
 
 

DISTRICT 29  
 
Not much to report this month. I would like to 
thank all the trusted servants and GSR’s and 
alternate GSR’s who attended the assembly. We 
had a great turnout. The next two months., 
Donna and I will be preparing for the January 
Quarterly, which as you know will be here in 
Puyallup. Thank you to the Gold Gate group for 
having us out for a Third Legacy. What a lively 
group!  
 
 
See you around  
 
District 29 ! 

DISTRICT 44 
 
Our monthly meeting was once again well 
attended by the GSRs. What a great 
opportunity to be of service. To see the results 
of their shared time at Assembly was heart-
warming.  District 44 had 18 voting members 
at Assembly, so the warmth in the room was 
glowing! 
 
We have a new Registrar Megan (Women’s 
Big Book Study) who is working with Alt 
DCM Vicki to update group information. They 
have been making remarkable headway. 
 
Jeff W. from Serenity Hall is our new 
Treatment Liaison.  Thank you Jeff!  We do 
still have a few Liaison positions for anyone 
looking to be of service.  

Our annual Gratitude Banquet is fast 
approaching. Once again, it is a sellout.  Thanks 
to everyone who has already put their time into 
putting the event together.  
 
Until next month…One Day at a Time,  
 
Kelly J. 
 
Dist 44  
Secretary 
 
 

DISTRICT 45 
 
 

DISTRICT 54 
 
 
 

�
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DATE & DAY EVENT TIME WHERE CONTACT  

Nov   8          (2 nd Tues) District-29 GSR Meeting 6:30PM Tacoma CSO 
3640 S. Cedar, Suite S. 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

dcm29@area72aa.org  

Nov   9           (2nd  Wed) CPC Committee Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: CPC Chair at:  
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org  

Nov 10          (2 nd Thur) Corrections Committee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: Corrections Chair at: 
corrections@piercecountyaa.org  

Nov  14          (2nd Mon) TSSC 12th  Step Committee  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: TSSC 12th  Step Comm. Chair at:  
tbone1608@yahoo.com   

Nov  15          (3rd  Tues)  District -9 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: dcm9@area72aa.org   

Nov  16           (3rd Wed) District 44 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: dcm44@area72aa.org   

Nov 17           (3rd Thur)  District 45 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� dcm45@area72aa.org   

Dec   1           (1st Thur)  Public Information Committee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� Public Information Chair at:  
pichair@piercecountyaa.org   

Dec   4           (1st    Sun)  CSO Committee Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� CSO Chair, Crystal at:  
cdschaff@gmail.com   

Dec   6           (1st Tues)  Treatment Committee Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� Treatment Chair at:  
treatment@piercecountyaa.org   

Dec   7           (1st   Wed) Accesseibility Committee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� Accessibilty Chair at:  
accessibilty@piercecountyaa.org   

November 11,  
Friday 

2011 Ocean Shores Jamboree  Starts: Friday  Ocean Shores Convention 
Center 

See flyer this issue  

November 12,  
Saturday 

District 29 Gratitude Banquet  Sarts:   4:00PM  
Ends: 11:00PM 

Puyallup Elks Club  
314 27th  St NE 
Pyallup, WA 98372 

See flyer this issue  

November 12, 
Saturday 

WWA 72 PI/CPC Quarterly 
Business Meeting 

Fellowship: 8:00AM 
Business:    9:00AM to Noon 

Fellowship Christian Church 
860 E. 38th St 
Tacoma, WA 98404 

See flyer this issue 

November 19,  
Saturday 

District 45 Gratitude Banquet  Starts:  5:00PM  
Ends:    9:00PM 

South Park Community 
Centr 
4851 South Tacoma Way 
Tacoma, WA 

See flyer this issue  

November 19, 
Saturday 

District 8 Gratitude Banquet Sarts:  4:30PM 
Ends:  8:30PM 

Capitol High School 
Commons Area 
2707 CongerAve NW 
Olympia, WA 98502 

See flyer this issue 

November 19,  
Saturday 

District 44 Gratitude Banquet  Starts: 6:00PM  Gig Harbor Ya cht Club  
8209 Stinson Ave 
Gig harbor, WA  

See flyer this issue  

November 23, 
Wednesday 

Thanksgiving Open House 
Spanaway Group 

Starts:  Noon 
Ends:   Sunday @ 9:00PM  

Spanaway hall 
Mt. Hwy. 

See flyer this issue 

November 25 thru 27,  
Friday 

34th  Annual Everett 
Conference 

Starts: Friday  Holiday Inn Hotel  
3105 Pine Street 
Everett, WA 98201 

www.everettconference.org   

November 28, 
Saturday 

Deaf Access Committee Starts:  7:00PM GSIG Office 
5507 6th  Ave S 
Seattle, WA 

See flyer this issue 

December 3,  
Saturday 

Traditions Workshop  Starts:  9:00AM  
Ends:    3:00PM 

Fellowship Christian Church  
860E. 38Th St. 
Tacoma, WA 

dcm9@area72aa.org  
 

December 17,  
Saturday 

WWA 72 Corrections 
Committee Quarterly 
Business Meeting 

Fellowship: 9:00AM  
Business:  10:00AM 

Fellowship Christian Church  
860E. 38Th St. 
Tacoma, WA 

corrections@area72aa.org   

December 31, 
Saturday 

New Years Rockin Eve Dance Starts: 8:00PM 
Ends:  1:00AM 

Puyallup Elks Lodge 
314 27th  St NE 
Pyallup, Wa 98372 

stampmymud@yahoo.com   
See flyer this issue 

January  6,7, 2012  
Friday 

WWA 72 Quarterly Business 
Meeting 

Starts:  Best Western Park Plaza 
Hotel 
620 South Hill Park Drive 
Pyallup, WA 98373 

Donna K. 
altdcm29@area72aa.org   

CALE NDAR OF EVENTS 
� ����=����!�����(6����!����!����*��6!��������������� ���=�����6!�����!6 6?6��D?!���5��6 �

 CSO Dates 

Information contained herein is for the purpose of informing the reader, Tacoma CSO doesn’t promote any outside events.    --P.P. Editor 
 


