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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

CSO Corner   
 
  

On Tradition Three 
“The only requirement for A.A. membership is a 

desire to stop drinking." 
Editorial by Bill W. 

A.A. Grapevine, February, 1948 
 

"Our membership ought to include all who suffer 
alcoholism. Hence we may refuse none who wish to 
recover. Nor ought A.A. membership ever depend 
upon money or conformity. Any two or three 
alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call 
themselves an A.A. group, provided that, as a group, 
they have no other affiliation."  

This is a sweeping statement indeed; it takes in a lot of 
territory. Some people might think it too idealistic to 
be practical. It tells every alcoholic in the world that he 
may become, and remain, a member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous so long as he says so. In short, Alcoholics 
Anonymous has no membership rule.  

Why is this so? Our answer is simple and practical. 
Even in self protection, we do not wish to erect the 
slightest barrier between ourselves and the brother 
alcoholic who still suffers. We know that society has 
been demanding that he conform to its laws and 
conventions. But the essence of his alcoholic malady is 
the fact that he has been unable or unwilling to 
conform either to the laws of man or God. If he is 
anything, the sick alcoholic is� a rebellious 
nonconformist. How well we understand that; every 
member of Alcoholics Anonymous was once a rebel 
himself. Hence we cannot offer to meet him at any 
half-way mark. We must enter the dark cave where he 
is and show him that we understand. We realize that he 
is altogether too weak and confused to jump hurdles. If 
we raise obstacles, he might stay away and perish. He 
might be denied his priceless opportunity.  

So when he asks, "Are there any conditions?" we 
joyfully reply, "No, not a one." When skeptically he 
comes back saying, "But certainly there must be things 
that I have to do and believe," we quickly answer, "In 
Alcoholics Anonymous there are no musts." Cynically, 
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perhaps, he then inquires, "What is this all going to 
cost me?" We are able to laugh and say, "Nothing at 
all, there are no fees and dues." Thus, in a brief hour, is 
our friend disarmed of his suspicion and rebellion. His 
eyes begin to open on a new world of friendship and 
understanding. Bankrupt idealist that he has been, his 
ideal is no longer a dream. After years of lonely search 
it now stands revealed. The reality of Alcoholics 
Anonymous bursts upon him. For Alcoholics 
Anonymous is saying, "We have something priceless 
to give, if only you will receive." That is all. But to our 
new friend, it is everything. Without more ado, he 
becomes one of us.  

Our membership tradition does contain, however, one 
vitally important qualification. That qualification 
relates to the use of our name, Alcoholics Anonymous. 
We believe that any two or three alcoholics gathered 
together for sobriety may call themselves an A.A. 
group provided that, as a group, they have no other 
affiliation. Here our purpose is clear and unequivocal. 
For obvious reasons we wish the name Alcoholics 
Anonymous to be used only in connection with straight 
A.A. activities. One can think of no A.A. member who 
would like, for example, to see the formation of "dry" 
A.A. groups, "wet" A.A. groups, Republican A.A. 
groups, Communist A.A. groups. Few, if any, would 
wish our groups to be designated by religious 
denominations. We cannot lend the A.A. name, even 
indirectly to other activities, however worthy. If we do 
so we shall become hopelessly compromised and 
divided. We think that A.A. should offer its experience 
to the whole world for whatever use can be made of it. 
But not its name. Nothing could be more certain.  

Let us of A.A. therefore resolve that we shall always be 
inclusive, and never exclusive, offering all we have to 
all men save our title. May all barriers be thus leveled, 
may our unity thus be preserved. And may God grant 
us a long life --and a useful one!  

Bill W.  

The A.A. Grapevine, February, 1948 
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CONTACT I NFORMATION 
 
·  CSO MAIN NUMBER: 

(253) 474-8897 
 

·  CSO CHAIRPERSON: 
csochair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  ALTERNATE CHAIRPERSON: 
altchair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CSO TREASURER:  
treasurer@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  NEWSLETTER EDITOR :  
stampmymud@yahoo.com  
newsletter@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  ACCESSIBILITY CHAIR:  
accessibility@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CORRECTIONS CHAIR:  
corrections@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CPC CHAIR:  
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
pichair@piercecountyaa.org 
 

·  PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
treatment@piercecountyaa.org 
   

·  PIERCE CO. WEBSITE: 
www.piercecountyaa.org 
 

·  AA  WEBSITE:  www.aa.org  
 

M ISSION STATEMENT: The Pierce County Central Services Office makes AA 
Literature available to AA Groups and Members, provides meeting space for local 
AA Districts and Standing Committees, and provides other services as required to 
assist local AA Groups in carrying the AA message. 
�
DISCLAIMER:  Pierce's Progress is a monthly AA newsletter serving Districts 9, 29, 44, 45 & 54. 
The main purpose of this newsletter is to facilitate and improve communication within Tacoma’s CSO 
service area. Newsletter content will include, but is not limited to: news from Tacoma’s CSOC & 
TSSC, local District & Standing Committee reports, local upcoming District, Group, and Service 
events, personal stories, applicable Area 72 & GSO news or articles, etc. Incoming articles will be 
included at the discretion of the Newsletter Editor and/or the CSOC. 
 

P.S.�The British Fashion (AA’s newsletter in England) encloses the following disclosure statement 
to their readers, which also applies to this publication: “We publish the British Fashion (Pierce’s 
Progress) for your information and enjoyment. Any mistakes you find are here for a reason. We publish 
something for everyone and some people are always looking for mistakes.” �
 

SUBMISSIONS POLICY / DEADLINE / DISTRIBUTION 
 

Submissions:  All articles must be signed • Prefer all articles and fliers be in MS-Word •  
 
Pierce’s Progress Deadline:  Friday after the 2nd Thursday at 5:00PM firm!  
 

Distribution: Newsletter copy will be disbursed at the first GSR meeting of each month, by 6:30PM.  
�
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CSO Monthly Schedule 
 

Committee Meetings  
   • Central Service Office Committee: 1st  Sunday 6:30PM 
   • Treatment Committee: 1st  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • Accessibility Committee: 1st  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • Public Information Committee: 1st  Thursday 6:30PM 
   • TSSC 12th Step Committee: 2nd  Monday 6:30PM  
   • CPC Committee:  2nd  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • Corrections Committee: 2nd  Thursday 6:30PM 
 
District Meetings 
   • District-29 GSR Meeting: 2nd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • District-9   GSR Meeting: 3rd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • District-44 GSR Meeting: 3rd  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • District-45 GSR Meeting: 3rd  Thursday 6:30PM 
 
Pierce’s Progress Timelines 
   • Distribution by: 3 rd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • Submission Deadline/Friday After: 2nd   Thursday.       Midnight 
   • Pierce’s Progress Mailing Deadline:  Sat. Following Dist. Mtgs. 

     • Submission Deadline:                              5th of The Month   
12:00AM 
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����   SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

8:00AM 
To 
10:00AM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

10:00AM 
To 
Noon 

 OPEN FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

Noon 
To 
2:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

2:00PM 
To 
4:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

4:00PM 
To 
6:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

	�
���
����� WK SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

1st  

2 (October ) 
Jolly 

3  
Narrows 

4 
Fellowship 

5 
Safe Haven 

6 
Fellowship 
Of The Spirit 

7   
AMAA 

8 
Tuesday Nt. 
Men’s Stag 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

2nd 

9 
Spanaway 

10 
Fircrest  
Study 

11 
Chuck T. 

12 
East End 
Newcomers 

13 
Friday Night 
Group 

14 
Women’s 
Big Book 
Study  

15 
New  
Arrivals 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

3rd 

16 
David S. 

17 
Introduction 
To A.A. 

18 
Groups 
From 
District 9  

19 
12X12 

20 
Firgrove 

21 
Saturday 
Speakers 

22 
Puyallup 
A.I.R. 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

4th 

23 
Kiss Big 
Book Study 

24 
Follow Up 
Group/Loft 

25 
Page 
28!! 

26 
By The Book  

27 
Serenity  
Hall 

28   
North End 
Newcomers  
SNL 

29  
Stoke The 
Fire 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

5th 

30 
As Bill  
Sees It 

31 
Fircrest 
Study 

1 November ) 
Hang In  
There 

2 
Parkland 
Group 

3   
The Night 
Cap 

4 
Ladies 
Night Out 

5 
Sound 
group 

 

The night time schedule outlines the evening phone volunteers at CSO. Everyone from your home 
group is welcome - come watch TV, order food, bring  food, play games, fellowship, answer the phones 
and sell literature of course! 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

TROC 
11:00 am 

WCCW Purdy 
6:10pm arrive 

Puyallup Jail  
6:30 pm 

TROC 
11:00 am 

TROC 
4:00 pm  

  PCDCC Main Men    
7:00 pm 

Forging Ahead 
5:00 pm Ferry   

PCDCC Main 
7:00 pm Women 

CFS Western State 
6:00pm arrive 

PCDCC Women 
7:00 pm  PCDCC Men 

7:00 pm  

Fort Lewis RCF 
7:00 pm   

Progress House 
7:30 pm 

WCCW Purdy 
6:10 pm arrive   

  PCDCC Jail Trustee Men  
7:00 pm 

SCF Oakridge (E/O) 
5:00 pm  

 
 

  Remann Hall 
7:00 pm 

PCDCC Men 
8:30 pm   

Correctional Facility and Clearance  Information   
 (Contact Corrections Chair at: corrections@piercecountyaa.org) 

CFS (Western State) Group Name: 
Sanely Sober 

Details:   No warrants, no sex based offenses, and no previous contact with patients. Complete Oath of Confidentiality, 
Security Clearance for approval by CSF. Sponsees with min of 3 months sobriety can be cleared to attend if an approved 
sponsor accompanies them. Must be cleared by facility prior to attending. Business meeting 2nd Tues at 5:30. Birthday 
meeting last Tuesday.  

Fort Lewis RCF Details: Clearance paperwork (NCIS)   No recent felony.   Four days of training, 6-8 hrs. each day Monday thru Thursday 
Fort Lewis Second Chance Details:  3 hour training required for unrestricted access. 
McNeil Forging Ahead Details: Must complete paperwork for DOC clearance 
Oakridge SCF Details: Must complete DSHS background check. M/F 
TROC Details:  Check in with receptionist to obtain a visitor’s pass. Be aware that you are entering a DOC facility. M/F 
PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) Men Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 years since last 

misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 
PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) Women Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 years since last 

misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 
Puyallup Jail Details: Easy to get clearance. No warrants, NO Department of Corrections. 
Remann Hal Details: Background check, references required. No felony convictions, No history of Meth or Heroin usage, no other drugs for 2 

years — Marijuana 1 year. 
WCCW Purdy Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Complete paperwork for DOC clearance. Must attend 

to remain badged. 
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Note: Please make sure all your contributions include your group’s name and service number.  This information is very important in 
assuring that your group receives proper credit.  Find out from your district the best way to support your standing committees. 
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Mail your information to: 
�
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registrar@area72aa.org   
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SUNDAY� MONDAY� TUESDAY� WEDNESDAY� THURSDAY� FRIDAY� SATURDAY�

2 (October ) 
Detox          7:00p  
STRAIGHT 
SHOOOTERS 
Prosp.  W   7:00p 
MEEKER 

3 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
REAL 
ALCOHOLICS  

4   
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
GOLD GATE 
GROUP 
New Life     7:30p 
WSH            6:50p 

5 
WSH            6:30p 
SUNRISE 
Detox          7:00p  
OHOP NUTS 
AND BOLTS 

6 7  
WSH           6:30p 
FOLLOWUP 
 
Prosp. M   7:00p 
SHOP 

8 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE SPIRIT 
 
 

9 
Detox          7:00p 
SATURDAY 
SPEAKERS 
Prosperity  7:00p 
LADIES NIGHT 
OUT/MEEKER 

10 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
H.I.T. GROUP 
 

11  
Se-Mar        6:00p 
FELLOWSHIP 
GROUP 
New Life     7:30p 
WSH            6:50p 
VA-MEEKER 

12 
WSH            6:30p 
FERNHILL 
GROUP 
 
Detox          7:00p 
BY THE BOOK 

13 14 
WSH           6:30p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
NEW ARRIVALS 
Life Care    2:00p 
MORNING 
MEETING 

15 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
SAFE HAVEN 

16 
Detox          7:00p 
NEW ARRIVALS 
Prosp. W 
MEEKER/SHOP 
GROUP 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00P 

17 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

18 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
NORTH STAR 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
VA-MEEKER 

19 
WSH            6:30p 
TNMS 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
MCKINNLEY 
HALL 

20  21 
WSH           6:30p 
FOLLOW-UP 
Mom’s Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. men7:00p 
STRAIGHT 
SHOOOTERS 
Life Care    2:00p 

22 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
AMAA 

23  
Detox          7:00P  
FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE SPIRIT 
Prosp. W 
MEEKER 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00P 

24 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

25 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
VA-MEEKER 

26 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
PUYALLUP 
GROUP 

27 28 
WSH           6:30p 
Mom’s Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. M 
LIVING FREE 
Sumner     7:00p 
Life Care    2:00p 

29 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
WOMENS BIG 
BOOK STUDY 

30 
Detox            7:00 
EENC 
Prosp. W    7:00P 
MEEKER 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00P 

31 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

1 (November ) 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

2 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
GOLD GATE 
GROUP 
 

3 4 
WSH           6:30p 
FOLLOWUP 
Prosp. M 
Sumner     7:00p 
NEW ARRIVALS 
Life Care    2:00p 

5 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
BY THE BOOK 

6  
Detox            7:00 
WOMEN BIG 
BOOK STUDY 
Prosp. W 
Tacoma  
MEEKER/LNO 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00p 

7  
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
PUYALLUP 
GROUP 

8  
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
SATURDAY 
SPEAKERS 
GROUP 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 

9 
WSH            6:30p 
NEW ARRIVALS 
 
Detox          7:00p 
FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE SPIRIT 

10 11 
WSH           6:30p 
FOLLOW-UP 
GROUP 
Mom’s        1:00p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
LIVING FREE 
Life Care    2:00p 

12  
 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
AMAA 

��� ��!��B����!�6�� ���!�������� �� ��*� �
Tacoma Detox:     721 So. Fawcett, # 100, Tacoma  Sun & Wed @7p 10 outside members only, incl Chair  

Sea-Mar 1415 Center St., Tacoma               Tue @6p, Sat @7p   

New Life - VA:     9500 Veterans Dr. SW, Lakewood  Tue @7:30p  

Serenity - WSH:   TBA, contact Justine         Mon, Wed & Fri @6:50p  

Prosperity Wellness Center 5001 112th Street East, Tacoma, WA   

Prosperity House  1732 Bonney Aveenue, Sumner, WA Friday & Sunday @ 7:00p  

Mom”s Recovery Center 2929 5th Ave NE, Suite B, Puyallup, WA 98371 Friday @ 1:00p  

Life Care 511 10th Avenue Southeast Puyallup, WA Friady @ 2:00p  

For Further Info, Contact your Treatment Rep. for details of your group commitments or visit the Treatment meeting, first Tuesday every month 6:30pm at CSO. 

������	
�B����	�
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CHAIRPERSON 
 
The CSO meeting this month was held October 
2, 2011 with 8 of our 11 voting members 
present.  Our office manager was not in 
attendance as she was attending the AAWS 
seminar.  I am sure she will have some great 
information to share in the next few months. 
 
She did pass along some notes that were 
announced during the meeting:  Please 
remember it is Washington State law that all 
smoking must be at least 25 feet away from all 
entrances.  The ashtray at CSO was moved 
across the parking lot.   We will be printing our 
Where & When schedules soon, so if you have 
any updates that have happened since your 
District Rep sent around the update sheet, 
please email Annette at 
cso@piercecountyaa.org.  Also, there will be 
no more ASL meetings at McKinely Hall. 
 
In our financial report, which you can view in 
the Pierce’s Progress, it showed quite a decline 
in contributions.  We received for the month of 
September $522 in group contribution but were 
budgeted to receive $1,366.  So our expenses 
for the month of September exceeded our 
income.  This left a balance of $2,325 in our 
checking.  
 
“ We really do need your contributions for 
October.” 
 
Hopefully you all know the wonderful services 
the CSO provides to the alcoholic in the Pierce 
County area, such as the 12th Step phones, 
literature availability, schedules, Pierce’s 
Progress,  etc.    The CSO committee, from the 
beginning of January, has made changes to be 
more fiscally responsible and cut expenses, but 
there are still expenses.   You can stop by the 
office to contribute or mail your contributions 
to 3640 S. Cedar St. Suite S Tacoma WA 
98409.  Please make sure you include your 
group name!   
 
In my report I announced that our lease has 
been signed with the new negotiated terms 
(please see July Chair report Option 1).  We 
conducted our quarterly literature inventory, 
and Annette will have those numbers ready at 
our next meeting.  I passed out a handout that 
had items from our inventory to be discussed, a 
few at a time, over the next few months.  I also 
handed out action items that we have 
accomplished since January.   Also, approved 
was a more detailed description of CSO 
Liaison/Representative to be included in our 
Policies & Procedures.  I was busy this month 
looking into insurance, answering service 
options, and possible bundling of our phone 

and internet services for cost savings. 
 
Mark, the alternate chair, reported that he 
attended Meeker’s business meeting and 
District 29’s business meeting.  The main issue 
he shared with us was the desire, although it did 
not pass due to financial challenges CSO has, to 
increase the Pierce’s Progress publication to be 
put into each box at CSO free of cost.  Mark 
reminded them that you can get the Pierce’s 
Progress on line for free; or for $1 a month, $12 
a year, have it delivered to your box at CSO; or 
even for $2 a month have it mailed to your 
address.  Mark also announced that he and the 
CPC chair presented information about AA to 
the Pierce County Superior Court Judges. 
 
From our Twelve Step Services Liaison, Linda, 
it was reported that there is new information in 
the book for answering phones.  So if you have 
not answered phones since Sept 24th, please 
take the time to read through it as soon as you 
get there.  Also, if you call CSO there is now a 
message pad to leave messages for a DCM, 
Committee Chair, or Annette.  This does NOT 
mean it is a personal answering service.  This is 
really designed to help communication for 
service-related activities. 
 
The vending machine options were brought 
back to the groups and it was voted down 1 yes, 
5 no, and 2 abstaining. 
 
We discussed publication of the Where & 
When schedule, and it was decided 
unanimously to print 8,000 schedules at next 
printing instead of the usual 15,000.  This
reduction in printing is in an effort to have the 
schedules more current; therefore, we will be 
reprinting about every six months instead of 
yearly.   
 
A motion was passed that was brought by 
District 29 requesting the CSO to provide email 
addresses through the CSO website for 
committee chairs in their district.  This is in an 
effort to protect anonymity.   
 
A motion was passed that the CSO chair will be 
reimbursed to attend three quarterlies and one 
assembly every year.   Much discussion was 
had on what was to be covered in 
reimbursement.   A couple of the reps felt that 
the chair should be reimbursed for the whole 
quarterly/assembly to include Sunday activities 
also.   The motion was a compromise between 
reimbursing for service work and remaining 
financially responsible.  It states the CSO 
committee will reimburse the CSO chair for 
attending three Western Washington Area 72 
quarterlies per year and the annual Western 
Washington Area 72 Assembly.  

Reimbursement to be:  registration fee for each 
event .  Lunch, not to exceed $10, and dinner, if 
necessary, not to exceed $20.  One night’s stay 
in a motel, if necessary (with receipt) and gas 
(with receipt).  
 
I handed out to the reps, to be taken back to 
district and to the groups, a survey on the hours 
you would like our paid office worker to be at 
CSO.  I have included the survey in this 
publication just in case it does not reach you.   
 
Please circle the option that would best serve 
your group 
 
OPTION 1:  
     Tuesday through Saturday 10 AM to 2 PM 
 
OPTION 2:  
     Tuesday through Saturday 12PM to 4PM 
 
OPTION 3:  
     Tuesday through Saturday 2PM to 6PM 
 
Additional Comments: 
 
 
You can email your responses to me at 
csochair@piercecountyaa.org. 
 
 
As always, feel free to contact me! 
Crystal S, CSO Chair 

������9����C	�����������
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TREASURER 
 

Hello, fellow AA’ers! YOUR CSO office and 
committee are running quite smoothly. 
However, you’ll notice that donations were 
down quite a bit, again, in September. With the 
Assembly coming up, I am sure groups are 
covering the cost of their GSR’s travel, gas, and 
food expenses. It is important that each group or 
committee covers the expenses incurred by 
members who are doing service; this ensures 
everybody has the opportunity, regardless of 
finances, to participate and grow in the program. 
Service in Alcoholics Anonymous should 
always be inclusive, not exclusive. 
Reimbursement to members for service costs 
incurred also supports the 7th tradition - that 
each group be self-supporting. 
 
The CSO provides several valuable services for 
alcoholics in Pierce County – the phone service, 
literature sales, meeting space for groups and 
committees, etc. It truly is your CSO – each AA 
member, each group, each committee, even 
folks that haven’t arrived yet – it is your CSO. 
There are 5 districts in Pierce County and we 
really are very fortunate to have the CSO for 
these services. Imagine if there wasn’t a place 
for the suffering alcoholic to call when they 
were seeking help, ready for a change but 
confused and dazed and the most they can do is 
open the phone book or dial 411 to retrieve the 
local AA phone number. I sincerely send my 
gratitude to those folks that sit at the CSO, or 
have the phone transferred to their home, and 
take those calls; that reach out their hand in 
quiet recognition of the suffering and provide 
support and information.  
 
Some may think those words, that recognition, 
are ‘out of order’ because for one, I am singling 
out one service position, which is not my intent. 
I believe each service position supports our 
primary purpose in some way. Our primary 
purpose is to carry the message to the alcoholic 
who still suffers. Secondly,  I, too, was taught to 
do service in order to stay sober and to give 
back without expecting anything in return 
(especially recognition). Honestly there have 
been periods in my sobriety when all I did was 
not drink. I have experienced the difference 
service makes in the sobriety of this alcoholic!  
 
AA doesn’t run itself…..service keeps me self-
supporting through my own contributions, 
beyond financial support. 
 
I was gonna talk about something totally 
different in my report when I started this but 
somehow I was directed down this path. It feels 

rambly and discombobulated but I am sending it 
anyway.  
 
Until next month……. 
Laurie S 
 

ACCESSIBILTY 
 

CORRECTIONS 
 

P.C. Corrections “Members Eye View” 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

 
Happy Halloween! 
 
This month I’m on a campaign to resurrect the 
Pierce’s Progress Newsletter from something 
tossed in the corner at CSO, to the status it 
enjoyed prior to the spending cuts which vitually 
ellimintade the circulation of this document. For 
those of you reading this, it would be preaching 
to the choir, because you obviously have 
received it and are reading it. 
 
When the CSO Committee discontinued 
printing, it effectively cut off direct and accurate 
communication with 80% of the membership.  
 
I’m not here to lambast the committee, as I’m 
sure they believed this was the best course. The 
problem as I see it is that; they, along with the 
rest of the members, are uninformed and do not 
posses the facts. 

The facts are, that in a time of turmoil where 
groups and districts are questioning the 
practices here at CSO, it would seem to be 
counter productive to limit our ability to 
communicate this way. I also believe that 
when you limit communication, you interrupt 
the flow of support at the same time.  
 
At this stage of the game, it really doesn’t 
matter who did what, it only matters that we 
get it right. 
 
After much thought and conversation about 
this, I believe the solution may come by way 
of the internest. I estimate that we have more 
than a couple of thousand members who 
currently don’t receive this newsletter online. 
I send to as many as I can, but to date my 
distribution list is around 220 on-line 
subscribers. For those of you reading this; 
PLEASE PASS THIS ALONG! That; we 
need to communicate with each other and one 
of the best ways to do that is to receive this 
newsletter free of charge on your computer. 
Tell every member you know to shoot me a 
line requesting that they be included on 
Pierce’s Progress Distribution list, to receive 
the newsletter FREE OF CHARGE in e-copy 
every month. Many thanks for your help…… 
 
I love my job, thank God for AA! 
 
Larry H. 
 
 
Newsletter Editor 
stampmymud@yahoo.com  
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Besides the Big Book, The 12th Step Service Committee (TSSC) is AA's best kept secret!! The 12 Step Service  
Committee is continually accepting volunteers for the 12th-step list, home answering service and for CSO phone 
volunteers, group or individual - as well as Alternates.  Complete this form and deliver to CSO: 3640 S Cedar, Ste S, 
Tacoma, WA 98409. 
Date:_________  Gender:  F    M  (Sobriety Date:      /     /     ) 
Name:____________________________              
                 12th Step Calls:     Anytime -  Day -  Evening - Late night 

Address:__________________________                                        

Home Answering Service (10p-8a):    M  T  W  Th  F  S  Su 

City/State/Zip:_____________________                    
                           CSO Phone Volunteer: Anytime - Morning - Afternoon - Evening 

Phone: ___________________________                                                                              
           M  T  W  Th  F  S  Su 

Home Group:________________________                   Alternate ____ (note availability above) 
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CSO Sales Report - 2011

Jan-11 Feb-11 Mar-11 Apr-11 May-11 Jun-11 Jul-11 Aug-11 Sep -11 YTD
District and Committee
Correction Comm -           -             -             -             -              -             -           14.40          -            14.4
Access Comm -           30.00          -             -             30.00          30.00          -           -              -            90.00       
CPC Comm -           120.00        -             -             -              -             240.00     -              -            360.00     
District 29 525.25      180.00        109.00        106.00        99.00          106.00        65.00       102.00        130.20      1,422.45   
District 44 -           327.00        30.00          30.00          30.00          30.00          30.00       30.00          30.00        537.00     
District 45 22.00       -             -             90.00          13.12          -             90.00       -              10.64        225.76     
District 9 40.00       -             40.00          -             59.69          -             -           30.40          32.00        202.09     
District 54 -           -             -             160.75        -              -             -           -              -            160.75     
PI Comm -           33.00          -             -             60.00          20.00          -           58.96          20.00        191.96     
Treat Comm 75.00       75.00          -             75.00          -              -             -           -              -            225.00     
Other District and Committee -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
TOTAL District and Committee 662.25      765.00        179.00        461.75        291.81         186.00        425.00     235.76        222.84      3,429.41   
Group -           
4 Corners -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
9 AM AA -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Above Ground 25.00          -              -             -           -              -            25.00       
AMAA 50.00       250.00        9.60            -             8.00            -             327.50     -              10.32        655.42     
Anderson Island -           -             27.00          -             35.00          -             -           -              35.00        97.00       
As Bill Sees It 92.00       24.00          24.75          -             88.58          36.50          -           32.00          -            297.83     
Back 2 Basics -           225.00        -             100.00        50.00          50.00          50.00       50.00          50.00        575.00     
Big Book Thumpers -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Buckley Group -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Buckley Hump Day -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Bunker -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Brown's Point -           52.10          -             54.92          19.00          -             -           44.97          54.60        225.59     
By the Book 100.00      194.14        390.64        -             124.31         -             -           12.00          -            821.09     
Common Ground -           -             -             -             101.50         -             -           -              -            101.50     
Cornerstone -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Courage to Ch -           -             -             -             25.00          -             -           -              -            25.00       
Daily Reflec -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Destiny 120.00      15.00          -             -             -              -             -           -              -            135.00     

Dock -           58.00          200.00        -             -              -             -           -              -            258.00     
Eatonville 50.00       -             -             50.00          -              -             -           -              -            100.00     
Eastend New -           -             -             -             -              -             -           67.51          -            67.51       
Elbe Fri. 50.00       -             -             80.00          -              -             60.00       -              -            190.00     
Fellowship -              1.40          1.40         
Fellowship Of The Spirit 49.80       64.02          98.33          114.16        -              62.19          86.52       84.87          -            559.89     
Fern Hill 60.54          -              -             -           -              -            60.54       
Fircrest -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Fireside -           100.00        -             -             -              100.00        -           -              -            200.00     
Firgrove -           105.84        -             -             28.74          -             -           -              -            134.58     
Flimsy Reed 14.87       18.00          7.94            -             -              -             -           -              -            40.81       
Follow-Up -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Fox Island -           -             90.00          -             -              -             -           75.00          -            165.00     
Freedom In Recovery -           -             60.00          -             -              -             -           -              -            60.00       
Fresh Start 150.00      -             -             40.10          -              -             26.79       -              -            216.89     
Friday Nite -           -             -             -             -              -             -           100.00        -            100.00     
Fried Bread Too -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Gig Har Legacy -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Gig Harbor Gr -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Graham -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Hang In There 95.13       120.33        52.35          50.19          23.29          37.17          74.25       63.18          78.01        593.90     
Healthy Livers 50.00          40.00          -             25.00          -            115.00     
Hole in the Doughnut 100.00         -             -              -            100.00     
Home 20.00          -              35.00          -              -            55.00       
Honest Steps -              20.00        20.00       
I Saw the Light -           -             -             -             -              -             90.00       -              -            90.00       
Jolley -           100.00        -             -             -              -             75.00       -              -            175.00     
Ka-Sa-Ra -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Kapowsin -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Keys To Sobriety -           -             -             -             20.00          -             -           -              -            20.00       
KISS -           -             -             -             200.00         -             -           -              -            200.00     
Ladies Nite Out 26.96       -             113.80        64.87          23.27          -             31.58       98.73          48.68        407.89     
Legacy -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Living Free 250.00      -             -             -             -              250.00        -           -              -            500.00     
Loft -           288.00        -             325.00        -              -             -           -              -            613.00     
Loose -           -             -             -             -              200.00        -           -              -            200.00     
Lunch Bunch -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Madigan Group -           -             -             -             -              200.00        -           -              -            200.00     
Market St Vets -              20.00        20.00       
McChord -           -             -             -             83.00          -             -           172.00        -            255.00     
McKinley Hall 5.00           -              -            5.00         
Midland Step Study 50.00       -             -             -             -              30.00          -           -              -            80.00       
Miracle on 56th 4.00         4.00            4.00            4.00            4.00            4.00           4.00         -              4.00          32.00       
Men at Work -           -             -             -             -              -             243.50     -              -            243.50     
Men's Stag -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Mon Night Women 83.72       -             -             87.89          -              -             -           -              -            171.61     
Morning Meeting -           395.00        -             -             -              -             356.00     -              -            751.00     
Mt R. Sun Ser -           -             -             -             25.00          -             -           -              -            25.00       
Narrows 31.00       28.00          31.00          50.00          47.00          52.00          31.00       37.00          45.00        352.00     
New Arrivals -           -             15.00          10.00          -              20.00          -           20.00          10.00        75.00       
New Freedom -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
New Life -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Nick at Noon -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Night Cap 7.00            -            7.00         
North Pacific -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
North Star -           -             58.14          -             -              114.98        -           -              43.00        216.12     
Northend New. -           -             -             -             30.00          -             -           102.00        -            132.00     
Over 50 -           -             -             -             -              -             -           44.92          -            44.92       
Parkland 30.00       -             -             -             -              43.02          -           -              -            73.02       
Plateau BB -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Plateau Daytimers -           7.00            -             -             10.00          -             -           8.00            -            25.00       
Plateau Winners -           -             -             -             -              -             100.00     -              -            100.00     
Primary Purpose -           -             -             -             -              -             75.00       -              -            75.00       
Puy Cons Cont -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Puyallup A.I.R. -           -             250.00        -             -              -             -           -              -            250.00     
Puyallup Group -           9.99            7.17            -             -              -             -           3.52            -            20.68       
Puyallup Serv -           -             60.00          -             -              -             -           -              -            60.00       
Rebels With a Cause -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Reflections 200.00        -             -              -            200.00     
Ruston Study -           44.66          -             -             51.10          -             26.39       -              -            122.15     
Safe Haven 58.61       -             -             -             14.50          -             -           -              -            73.11       
Sat Spkrs 40.00       335.00        20.00          20.00          20.00          -             245.00     26.30          20.00        726.30     
Saving Our Sobriety -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Seeking Our Solution -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Serendipity 170.00      -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            170.00     
Serenity Hall 300.00      -             200.00        250.00        300.00         -             100.00     150.00        75.00        1,375.00   
Shop -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Sound -           350.00        250.00        200.00        -              -             100.00     100.00        -            1,000.00   
Spanaway 78.67       81.80          -             -             10.00          5.00           -           -              5.00          180.47     
Step Ashore -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Step n Time -           -             61.23          -             -              -             -           110.33        -            171.56     
Stick w -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Stielacoom Ser -           -             -             160.00        -              -             -           -              2.00          162.00     
Straight Shooters -           300.00        -             -             -              -             -           -              -            300.00     
Summit View HP -           30.00          -             -             -              -             -           -              -            30.00       
Sunrise Mtg -           -             -             -             -              -             -           100.00        -            100.00     
Sure Would -           -             -             147.00        -              -             124.00     -              -            271.00     
Tacoma Book Study 30.00          -              -            30.00       
Trusted Serv -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Tue BB Thumpers -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Tues Mens Stag -           -             98.61          -             -              -             -           -              -            98.61       
Vision -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Woman In Emotional Sobriety -           -             180.00        106.34        29.74          -             -           -              -            316.08     
TOTAL Group 1,894.76 3,199.88 2,609.56 2,000.01 1,511.03 1,244.86 2,226.53 1,534.33 522.01 16,742.97
Meeting
An Lkwd Sp Bfst 120.78      -             95.00          103.00        195.77         -             120.00     115.00        78.00        827.55     
Book Review -           -             -             100.00        -              -             -           -              -            100.00     
Brown Bag -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Brunch Bunch -           100.00        -             -             -              -             -           -              -            100.00     
F.A.I.R. 150.00      -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            150.00     
Farwest 100.00      -             198.00        -             126.00         70.00          60.90       -              78.00        632.90     
Gig Harbor Bfst -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Gig Harbor Men -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Great Fact -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Lkwd Lunch -           -             -             -             -              -             100.00     -              -            100.00     
Madigan Prof -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Miracle Tues 35.00       -             -             48.00          -              -             35.00       -              -            118.00     
Mon Step Study -           29.00          -             -             -              35.00          -           -              -            64.00       
Out to Lunch 400.00      -             -             400.00        -              -             -           -              -            800.00     
Sober Sunday -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Thurs Step -           28.00          -             -             -              27.00          -           -              -            55.00       
Sunday Bowlers -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Tues Step Study -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Wed. Step Study -           -             176.00        -             -              -             -           146.00        -            322.00     
Wed. Winners -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Westside BB Study -           -             200.00        -             -              -             -           100.00        -            300.00     
Young Guns -           -             -             -             -              -             10.00       -              -            10.00       
TOTAL Meeting 805.78 157.00 669.00 651.00 321.77 132.00 325.90 361.00 156.00 3,579.45   
Miscellaneous
Anonymous 91.26       233.28        47.05          42.42          342.83         283.74        41.71       86.42          66.78        1,235.49   
Coffee 45.39       17.90          11.35          5.89            19.18          46.64          30.91       14.50          14.25        206.01     
Copies 5.68         100.62        43.60          36.88          30.85          14.69          9.26         11.10          -            252.68     
Memorial -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
Sponsorship Con -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -           
W to W 13.00       16.00          12.00          22.00          16.00          21.50          -           -              -            100.50     
Miscellaneous - Other -           -             -             -             -              -             -           -              9.00          9.00         
TOTAL Miscellaneous 155.33 367.80 114.00 107.19 408.86 366.57 81.88 112.02 90.03 1,803.68   
Sales
Literature Sold 4,867.05   4,763.30     4,478.45     3,950.95     4,113.25      3,656.20     3,687.30   3,900.93      4,945.07    38,362.50 
Newsletter 4.15         12.00          17.00          8.00            3.00            6.00           13.00       4.00            15.00        82.15       
Schedules Sales 1,379.70   660.80        1,029.90     673.20        820.30         697.40        548.05     900.28        680.40      7,390.03   
TOTAL Sales 6,250.90   5,436.10     5,525.35     4,632.15     4,936.55      4,359.60     4,248.35   4,805.21      5,640.47    45,834.68 

TOTAL INFLOWS 9,769.02$ 9,925.78$    9,096.91$    7,852.10$    7,470.02$    6,289.03$   7,307.66$ 7,048.32$    6,631.35$  71,390.19 

9,769.02   9,925.78     9,096.91     7,852.10     7,470.02      6,289.03     7,307.66   7,048.32      6,631.35    71390.19

Actual Actual

Profit/Loss Statement

Sources of Funds:
Group Contributions         522.01           16,742.97    
Meeting Contributions 156.00           3,579.45      
Service Committees 222.84           3,429.41      
Miscellaneous Income 90.03             1,803.68      
Literature Sales 4,945.07        38,362.50    
Schedule Sales 680.40           7,390.03      
Newsletter Subscription 15.00             82.15           

Total Sources 6,631.35        71,390.19    
Expenditure of Funds:
New Wages 1,038.88        13,960.03    
Social Security Tax 146.48           2,065.51      
Medicare Tax 34.26             513.05         
State Payroll Taxes 24.42             298.98         
Fed 52.00             551.00         
12 Step Committee -                 67.77           
Answering Svc Expense 158.50           1,565.71      
Bank Charge -                 -               
Business Licence -                 25.00           
Cable TV 44.31             381.75         
Copier -                 89.97           
CSO Chair - Assembly Expenses -                 -               
Donations -                 -               
Electricity 83.99             871.95         
Insurance 500.00           500.00         
Literature Expenditures** 3,160.99        26,623.36    
Maintenance -                 323.18         
Miscellaneous -                 113.00         
New Computer System -                 561.16         
Newsletter Publications 34.98             455.97         
Office Furniture -                 -               
Postage -                 -               
Rent 1,758.00        15,822.00    
Repairs -                 -               
Sales Taxes Paid 478.65           4,491.79      
Other Tax -                 -               
Schedule Publication -                 -               
Supplies 35.83             785.67         
Telephone 125.43           1,127.02      
Website 43.95             502.95         
Training -                 559.84         

Total Expenses 7,720.67        72,256.66    

Net Income/(Loss) (1,089.32)       (866.47)        

Cash Positions

Beginning Bank Balance 3,414.06        4,073.72      
Income 6,631.35        71,390.19    
Interest Income 0.62               1.36             
Subtotal 10,046.03      75,465.27    
Less:  expenses 7,720.67        72,256.66    
Prud Res Adjustment -                 (1,000.00)     
Adjustments 116.75         
Ending Bank Balance 2,325.36        2,325.36      

Cash over(under) $15,000 (12,674.64)     (12,674.64)   

Prudent Reverse Goal*** 25,129.00      

Beginning Reserve Balance 21,783.92      
Adjustments to working reserve -                 
Interest earnings 4.63               
Ending Reserve Balance 21,788.55      

Reserve over(under) Goal (3,340.45)       
***3 months based on budget

Distribution Calculation
Ending Balance Operating Account 2,325.36        
Ending Balance Prudent Reserve 21,788.55      
Total Funds Avaliable 24,113.91      

Prudent Reserve Goal 25,129.00      
Set Operating Balance 15,000.00      
Total Allowable Funds 40,129.00      

Distribution Overage(Shortage) (16,015.09)     

Amounts to Distribute per Motion
General Services Office NY -                 
Western WA Area 72 -                 
Total Distribution -                 

Literature
Literature On Hand 12,476.03      

Financial Summary
Beginning Balance 3,414.06$       
Incoming Funds 6,631.35$       

Subtotal 10,045.41$      
Expenses (7,720.67)$      

Ending Balance 2,325.36$       

Sep-11 Year to Date

04/05/09 Motion reads:
We move that all funds in excess  of the CSO prudent reserve, plus 
$15,000.00 in operating capital, plus  the allocated funds for CSO 
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 UNFORGETTABLE BILL W.  
 

and the "Bedtime Story" 
by Bob P. 

     He has been called the greatest social architect of the 20th century. He 
called himself Bill W. As a securities analyst he made fortunes for himself 
and his clients. But he lost everything when he became a hopeless drunk.  
Then, through the gift of a higher power, he found a road to recovery and 
helped create a unique fellowship that has brought hope and new life to 
millions around the world. I am part of that fellowship, and I was given the 
amazing grace to know this extraordinary man.  
     Twenty-five years ago, doctors told me I was going to die -- soon -- if I 
didn't stop drinking. But I couldn't face reality without copious quantities 
of vodka, followed by beer chasers.  
     As a young man, I had come to New York City from Kansas, carved out 
a career in public relations, married, had three children, and established a 
home in a fashionable Connecticut suburb.  
     On the outside, I looked prosperous, but inside I was tormented by 
feelings of inadequacy. When I was 40, an enormous swelling was 
diagnosed as advanced cirrhosis of the liver. I had been getting purplish 
bruises all over my body and suffered nosebleeds -- all typical of this kind 
of liver damage. Once, on a business trip, I couldn't stop vomiting blood 
and lost half of all I had. My life was saved with transfusions. But I 
couldn't stop drinking, even after I had another hemorrhage.  
     Finally, my physician gave up on me and sent me to Dr. Harry M. 
Tiebout, one of the few psychiatrists then practicing who were sympathetic 
toward Alcoholics Anonymous and who recognized alcoholism as a 
disease, not a character flaw. Tiebout suggested I go to A.A., but I was too 
far gone to quit drinking at that point, and so was committed to High 
Watch Farm in Kent, Conn. There I took the first of AA's 12 steps; I 
admitted I was powerless over alcohol, that my life had become 
unmanageable. On July 4, 1961, I joined the fellowship of A.A. and started 
a sober life.  
     Three years later when I volunteered to help A.A. with public relations, 
I met Bill W. He was a legend, and I was nervous as I entered his 
Manhattan office.  
     Bill was slouched in a chair, his feet up on a battered oak desk that was 
scarred with dozens of burn marks from cigarette stubs. When he stood he 
was about six feet, two inches -- slender and loose-limbed. He had a long 
face and sparkling blue eyes. He acted as if meeting me was the nicest 
thing that had happened to him in years. "I'm Bill," he said, stretching out 
his hand. "I'm a drunk."  
     I started mumbling how I owed him my life, and Bill, embarrassed, 
looked at the floor and said, "Just pass it on."  
     In time, I became a voluntary trustee of A.A. and came into regular 
contact with Bill W. At conferences and board meetings, I often watched 
him seek out newcomers off in a corner. He knew the loneliness, the 
shyness and the insecurity of the alcoholic. "I'm Bill," he'd greet them, just 
as he had me. "I'm a drunk" I never heard him use the word "alcoholic" 
when referring to himself.  
     Bill acted and seemed like an ordinary man. But he was an 
extraordinary ordinary man. It didn"t take me long to realize that 
everybody who knew him had wonderful stories to tell about Bill and his 
wife, Lois, who co-founded Al-Anon for the families of alcoholics. But 
nobody had a better story to tell than Bill himself.  
     He called it the "bedtime story." I heard it first in 1966 at the office 
Christmas party, but he had been telling it for years. We had gathered for 
fruit punch, cookies and carol-singing. Then, as people sat on desks and 

chairs, there was an expectant silence. Bill had been standing by the punch 
bowl. Now, with a slithering, corkscrew motion, he settled on the floor and 
started to talk.  
     East Dorset, Vt., boasted fewer than 500 inhabitants when Bill W. was 
born there on November 26, 1895. He grew up in a home torn by arguments, 
which often led to Papa's going away for a few days. Bill felt that sense of 
some disaster lurking around the corner which many children of broken 
homes experience. It tormented him as he got older. When he was ten, his 
parents divorced and went their separate ways -- something almost unheard 
of in 1906. Bill was left with his maternal grandparents.  
     To make up for his loneliness and feelings of inadequacy, Bill became an 
overcompensator. At age 12, he began to show drive, ambition, 
competitiveness. When his grandfather read a book about Australia and told 
Bill that only a native of that country could make a boomerang, Bill spent six 
months whittling until he arrived at one that worked. Later, he saw that 
boomerang as a curse -- because it proved to his ego that he had the tenacity 
and will to be "number one" at anything -- music, sports, science. For 
example, he fixed a broken fiddle and practiced until he played first violin in 
the school orchestra. He was not a jock by nature, but he drove himself and 
became captain of the baseball team.  
     In nearby Manchester, a popular summer resort, Bill got to know Ebby 
Thatcher, from Albany. The two young men became lifelong friends. In 
1913, two years after meeting Ebby, Bill met and fell in love with another 
summer visitor, a slim, dark-hared girl from a well-to-do Brooklyn, N.Y., 
family. Lois's love for Bill was as burning and constant as his for her, a love 
that was to survive the vicissitudes of all his years of alcoholism. But 
alcoholism was still far down the road.  
     Bill W. did not take a single drink of alcohol until he was a 22-year-old
army officer stationed near New Bedford, Mass., during World War I. The 
shy young man from Vermont felt clumsy and out of place at social 
gatherings -- until someone gave him a Bronx cocktail, a mix of gin, sweet 
and dry vermouth, and orange juice.  
     "The barrier," he said, sighing, "that had always stood between me and 
other people came down. I felt I belonged, that I was part of life. What magic 
there was in those drinks! I could talk and be clever."  
Unlike some alcoholics who go through a slow process of increasing 
dependency, Bill became a blackout drinker form the start. He was one of 
those persons in whom alcohol powerfully alters mind and emotion. The first 
drink sets up a craving for a second, and the drinker has absolutely no 
control if he takes the first.  
     Bill was careful to restrain his drinking when he was with Lois and her 
family. He and Lois were married before he was shipped to France as a 
second lieutenant in the Coast Artillery. There, he discovered fine burgundy 
and cognac. By the time the war was over in 1918 he had proved to himself 
again that he was a "number one" man, a leader of men, a hero.  
     When Bill returned to the States, he and Lois lived with her parents. By 
day he worked as a fraud investigator for an insurance firm. At night he 
attended Brooklyn Law School. Soon he was fascinated by the stock market 
and became a successful analyst, speculator, and wheeler-dealer, with clients 
at several brokerage houses on Wall Street.  
     But Bill's drinking was taking over. He was too drunk to pass his final 
exam at Brooklyn Law. Any disappointment -- or success -- now became an 
excuse for getting drunk. And when Bill drank, he often became abusive and 
violent. He got into fights with waiters, cabdrivers, bartenders, and strangers. 
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In the morning after moods of guilt and remorse, he would swear to Lois 
that he would never drink again. By evening, he was drunk.  
     For a long time, Bill and Lois were able to delude themselves. They 
lived in� �� luxurious apartment, joined country clubs. As late as 1928, Bill 
was making thousands of dollars and drinking much of it away. Some 
mornings Lois found him dead drunk, asleep, outside the apartment house. 
The stock-market crash in October 1929 wrecked whatever Bill's drinking 
had not. Deeply in debt, he and Lois again moved in with her parents. Lois 
got a job at Macy's. Bill now lived to drink, because he had to drink to live.  
"Like other alcoholics," he told us, "I hid liquor like a squirrel underneath 
flooring, in the flush box of toilets. When Lois was out working, I'd 
replenish my secret supply. I was now drinking for oblivion -- two, even 
three bottles of gin a day."  
     By 1932, Bill had begun to fear for his sanity. "Once, in a drunken fit," 
he said, "I threw a sewing machine at Lois -- my dear Lois. Another time I 
got mad at her and stormed through the house kicking out door panels, 
smashing walls with my fists. I remember a night when I was in such hell 
that I was afraid the demons inside me would propel me through the 
window. I dragged my mattress downstairs so I couldn't suddenly leap out." 
By midsummer of 1934, Bill entered New York City's Charles B. Towns 
Hospital, which specialized in the treatment of alcoholism. Most people 
regarded alcoholics as persons who lacked willpower, character and oral 
discipline. But Bill's doctor at Towns, William Duncan Silkworth, was one 
of the few medical men to conclude that alcoholism is a sickness. He told 
Lois that not many alcoholics as far down the slops as Bill was ever 
recovered. He was already showing signs of brain damage. Bill would have 
to be confined for the rest of his life.  
     But Bill looked so robust after the treatment that he went home. This 
time he stayed sober for several months. However the morning following 
Armistice Day, Lois found him in a stupor, hanging on the fence outside the 
house.  
     They looked at each other and Bill saw the last gleam of hope dying in 
her eyes. He knew he was doomed. "Well, so be it," he thought. He 
resigned himself. "As long as I have my gin."  
     Not long afterward, Ebby Thatcher, Bill's old friend and fellow drinker, 
phoned. What a strange coincidence. (We in A.A. say that a coincidence is 
a miracle in which God chooses to remain anonymous.) Bill invited him 
over. How good it would be to share a few with his former drinking buddy.  
Soon the doorbell rang. There stood Ebby -- clear of eye and clean of 
breath.  
 
"What's gotten into you, Ebby?" Bill asked.  
Ebby grinned and replied, "I've got religion."  
 
So Ebby had become a starry-eyed crackpot. "I figured he'd start preaching 
at me," Bill recalled. "He didn't, He just told me how his drinking had 
gotten out of hand, how he'd been in trouble with the law, and how a couple 
of friends had given him a place to live." One of them, Roland Hazard, a 
hopeless drunk, had been in and out of sanitariums for years. He finally 
went to Carl Jung, the Swiss Psychoanalyst. "Was there no hope?" Rowland 
asked.  
"Yes," Jung had said. In rare instances alcoholics had powerful spiritual 
experiences, "emotional displacements and rearrangements," which 
suddenly turned them around. Jung had tried for such a change in Rowland 
and failed.  
But one day Rowland attended a meeting of an organization called the 
Oxford Group -- where people gathered to talk about their shortcomings 
and to follow certain precepts. There Rowland experienced a profound 
change of emotions and found a direct contact with God. He stopped 
drinking.  
When Rowland told his story to Ebby in Vermont, the first link in the chain 
of what would become Alcoholics Anonymous was forged. And now Ebby 
was carrying the message to Bill.  
"Ebby told me he had to admit he was licked," Bill said. "He had to openly 
admit his sins, make restitution to people he had harmed, and give love 
without a price tag. He had to pray to whatever God he believed in -- and if 
he didn't believe in a God, to act as if he did. Ebby told me he hadn't had a 
drink for six months.  
"A couple of weeks later, after another bender, I went back to Towns 

Hospital and checked myself in. Ebby came to see me. Get honest with 
yourself, he said. Talk it out with somebody else. But I didn't want any part 
of this God foolishness. Pray to whatever God you think is out there, Ebby 
said.  
     "That's all there was to it."  
During one more sleepless night, Bill fell to the "very bottom," and "my 
stubborn pride was wiped out." He called out, "If there is a God, let him 
show himself! I am ready to do anything!"  
     Suddenly, the hospital room "Lit up with a great white light." A strange 
ecstasy flooded through him. "A wind not of air but of spirit was blowing,"
was how he described it. "I felt at peace ... and I thought, No matter how 
wrong things seem to be things are all right with God and his world."  
Bill was discharged on December 18, 1934. He never took another drink of 
alcohol. But he was always at pains to reassure us that most alcoholics did 
not have sudden blinding experiences like his. Most of us found a God, a 
higher power of our own, very slowly.  
     In the beginning months of his own sobriety, Bill pulled drunks out of 
bars and took them to Oxford Group meetings. He preached at them. Nobody 
stayed sober. He tried to talk WITH drunks, not AT them, and to stress the 
hopelessness of the disease.  
     Bill was getting a foothold in Wall Street again, but on a business trip to 
Akron, Ohio, he felt a strong urge to drink. In his hotel lobby, he looked at 
the directory of churches, selected one at random, and made a call. "Was 
there any hopeless drunk he could talk to?" he asked the minister. That led to 
a surgeon, Dr. Robert smith -- Dr. Bob, as he is known to us -- a desperate 
alcoholic who had tried to stop drinking and couldn't.  
     The two men talked for hours. Bill didn't preach or exhort. He quietly told 
his story, and the urge to drink passed. And, after one final binge, something 
happened to Dr. Bob. On June 10, 1935, he took his last drink. Alcoholics 
Anonymous -- although it did not have a name -- began that day.  
     Before long, Bill was holding meetings at his home and eventually at a 
place on West 23rd Street. In 1938 he wrote a 164-page manuscript entitled 
"Alcoholics Anonymous." And that's how our fellowship got it's name. That 
year the book sold few copies. But the fellowship now began to grow slowly. 
The first national publicity A.A. received came from an article in the 
magazine LIBERTY which brought 800 letters and several hundred orders 
for Bill W's book.  
     The article led to a piece in THE SATURDAY EVENING POST 
published in March 1941 and entitled "Alcoholics Anonymous." It created a 
sensation, and groups sprang up from Maine to California -- many just based 
on some desperate person's reading the book and trying to put its principles 
into practice.  
     Now translated into 13 languages, the book sold over 700,000 copies in 
1985, more than five million in all. And that group Bill started in Brooklyn 
in 1935 has now grown to approximately 35,000 groups in the United States, 
and 70,000 worldwide.  
     That was the story that Bill W. told to us each year at A.A. headquarters.  
On January 24, 1971, at the age of 75, Bill died of emphysema. Two days 
later, the New York Times published his obituary and put it on page one --
and the world learned his full name: William Griffith Wilson.  
     Epilogue. Last July, I stood on a podium at Montreal's Olympic Stadium 
and looked out on about 50,000 faces from 54 of our 114 member countries, 
including four members from Poland, our first representatives from an Iron 
Curtain country. "My name is Bob P.," I said. "I'm an alcoholic. Welcome to 
the Fiftieth anniversary of Alcoholics Anonymous."  
     A roar came up from all sides, an exuberant cheering sound that went on 
and on. As I listened to that roar, and to the speakers that followed, I realized 
that each of us was paying tribute to the most unforgettable character in our 
changed lives: Bill W.  
 

Source: Reader's Digest, April 1986 
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The Pierce’s Progress Newsletter presents articles in the interest of 
promoting awareness and discussion of uor AA History, and makes no 
claim as to accuracy. 
 

---Pierce’s Progress
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DISTRICT 9 
 

DISTRICT 29  
 

DISTRICT 44 
 

DISTRICT 45 
 
I am writing this report as I am getting ready to 
attend the 2011 Area 72 Assembly in Ocean 
Shores and I am quite excited I might add. I will 
be presenting a bid for our district to host the 
2016 Assembly along with the help of our 
neighboring districts.  I am looking forward to 
sharing the experience with our first time GSR's 
and their first Assembly. 
 
Upcoming events in our district are as follows: 
Banquet Planning Committee will be meeting 
October 21st and November 4th at 6:30 pm at 
Fern Hill off 38th St. These will be the last 2 
planning meetings before the Banquet on Nov. 
19th. Flyers are circulating now about this 
event. Any and all are welcome to attend the 
meeting and help plan the event. Its a great way 
to get involved. We are also going to have an 
"Anonymity on the Internet" workshop on Oct. 
29th from 9:30am until noon. I am currently 
looking for a place to hold this event so as soon 
as I get one I will get flyers out to all the groups 
and GSR's. Keep the date and time open it will 
be a very informative workshop. 
 
I would like to thank the volunteers who went 
out to the groups in our district that had not 
been participating in general service and offer a 
helping hand. We were able to get a couple 
groups to become involved and I believe they 

will be represented at the Area Assembly. How 
cool is that! So, welcome to the world of 
general service! Speaking of, we are still 
looking for someone to fill the following 
positions at the district: Archivist, CPC 
Liaison, Grapevine/Literature Liaison, PI 
Liaison. If you are interested you can email me 
at the address below or come to the district 
meeting the 3rd thursday of each month at the 
CSO at 6:30pm and make yourself available. It 
is important that we fill these positions so 
information that needs to be passed on can be.�
      
Also, don't forget that we will be holding 
elections on November 18th at the CSO at our 
district meeting for the position of CSO 
Representative. If you are planning on making 
yourself available for this position or know 
someone who is please try to get in touch with 
me before hand so we can go over the details of 
the position. You can get a hold of me at 
dcm45@area72aa.org 
 . 
And as usual any comments on how our district 
is doing please feel free to share them with 
me. We are always looking for ways to 
improve what we do and how we do it here in 
district 45.  
   
In Service  
Kevin K. 
 

DISTRICT 54 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
We had our regularly scheduled District 54 
business meeting in September.   

We discussed the motions that will be on the 
Agenda at the Assembly in October.  I want to 
give a special thank you to all the GSRs and 
Alternates that attended the Pre-Assembly.  
They came back with a wealth of information 
to share.   
 
We heard a motion from the “Prairie Ridgers 
Group” pertaining to Committee Chairperson 
Responsibilities and had some discussion on it.  
It was decided to table it until next month.   
 
We elected Co-Chairs for the District 54 
Gratitude Banquet that will take place some 
time in early 2012. 
   
We had 3 GSRs step up to join the Treasurer, 
DCM and Alternate DCM on the 2012 Budget 
Committee.  The Committee has met and come 
up with a proposed Budget to present to the 
GSRs at the next Business Meeting. 
 
We heard a suggestion to make the District 54 
Newsletter available via email to any AA 
members in the District that wish to receive it.  
It was also brought up that it could be scrubbed 
and made available on our District 54 website.  
We will be continuing this discussion at our 
October Business Meeting. 
 
November is Inventory month for our District.  
We will be setting the time and place at the 
October Business Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
dcm54@area72aa.org   
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DATE & DAY EVENT TIME WHERE CONTACT  

Oct  10,           (2nd Mon) TSSC 12th Step Committee 6:30PM Tacoma CSO 
3640 S. Cedar, Suite S. 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

TSSC 12th  Step Comm. Chair at: 
tbone1608@yahoo.com   

Oct   11,          (2nd Tues) District -29 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: dcm29@area72aa.org  

Oct  12,          (2 nd  Wed) CPC Committee Meeting 6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: CPC Chair at: 
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org  

Oct   13,          (2nd Thur)  Corrections Co mmittee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: Corrections Chair at:  
corrections@piercecountyaa.org  

Oct   18,          (3rd  Tues) District -9 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: dcm9@area72aa.org   

Oct   19,           (3rd  Wed) District 44 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� dcm44@area72aa.org   

Oct  20,           (3 rd  Thur) District 45 GSR Meeting 6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� dcm45@area72aa.org   

Nov    6,            (1st    Sun)  CSO Committee Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� CSO Chair, Crystal at:  
cdschaff@gmail.com   

Nov    8,            (1st  Tues) Treatment Committee Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� Treatment Chair at:  
treatment@piercecountyaa.org   

Nov    9,            (1st   Wed) Accesseibility Committee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� Access ibilty Chair at:  
accessibilty@piercecountyaa.org   

Nov  10,            (1st  Thur)  Public Information Committee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� Public Information Chair at:  
pichair@piercecountyaa.org   

September 10,  
Saturday 

Eatonville Spiritual Breakfast  Starts: 9:00AM till 11:00AM   American Legion Hall  
Rainier and Carter 

N/A 

October 15, 
Saturday 

WWA 72 Treatment Committee 
Quarterly Business meeting 

Fellowship 9:00 AM - 10:00 
AM 
Business 10:00 AM- 3:00 PM 
Lunch 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

Maple Valley Presbyterian 
Church 
22659 Sweeney Rd SE 
Maple Valley, WA 98038 

treatmen@area72aa.oeg   

October 15,  
Saturday 

WWA 72  Accessibity  
Committee Quarterly Business 
meeting 

Coffee and Hospitality 9:00 
AM - 10:00 AM 
Business Starts 10:00 AM 
Potluck Lunch (Main Dish 
Provided) 12:00 PM 

Bethany Pentecostal Church  
508 S. Francis St 
Port Angeles, WA 

accessibility@area72aa.org   

October 21, 22  
Friday-Sunday 

19th Annual Sponsorship 
Conference 

Starts: Friday  
Ends: Sunday 

LaQuinta Inn  
1425 E 27th Street 
Tacoma, WA  

www.sponsorshipconferenc e.net   
See flyer this issue 

October 29,  
Saturday 

Halloween Ball  Starts: 8:00PM  
Ends:  1:00AM 

Puyallup Elks Lodge  
314 27th  St NE 
Pyallup, Wa 98372 

stampmymud@yahoo.com   

November 5, 
Saturday 

WWA 72 Archives Committee 
Quarterlt Business Meeting 

9:00 AM to 10:00AM 
Fellowship  
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Business 
Lunch Provided 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
17418 8th Ave NE 
Shoreline, WA 98155 

archivist@area72aa.org   

November 11,  
Friday 

2011 Ocean Shores Jamboree  Starts: Friday  Ocean Shores Convention 
Center 

See flyer this issue  

November 12,  
Saturday 

District 29 Gratitude Banquet  Sarts :   4:00PM 
Ends: 11:00PM 

Puyallup Elks Club  
314 27th  St NE 
Pyallup, WA 98372  

See flyer this issue  

November 12, 
Saturday 

WWA 72 PI/CPC Quarterly 
Business Meeting 

Fellowship: 8:00AM 
Business:    9:00AM to Noon 

Fellowship Christian Church 
860 E. 38th St 
Tacoma, WA 98404 

See flyer this issue 

November 19,  
Saturday 

District 45 Gratitude Banquet  Starts:  5:00 PM 
Ends:    9:00PM 

South Park Community Centr  
4851 South Tacoma Way 
Tacoma, WA 

See flyer this issue  

November 25 thru 27,  
Friday 

34th Annual Everett 
Conference 

Starts: Friday  Holiday Inn Hotel  
3105 Pine Street 
Everett, WA 98201 

www.everettconference.org   

December 31, 
Saturday 

New Years Rockin Eve Dance Starts: 8:00PM 
Ends:  1:00AM 

Puyallup Elks Lodge 
314 27th  St NE 
Pyallup, Wa 98372 

stampmymud@yahoo.com   
See flyer this issue 

January  6,7, 2012 
Friday 

WWA 72 Quarterl y Business 
Meeting 

Starts:  Best Western Park Plaza Hotel  
620 South Hill Park Drive 
Pyallup, WA 98373 

Donna K. 
altdcm29@area72aa.org   

CALE NDAR OF EVENTS 
� ����=����!�����(6����!����!����*��6!��������������� ���=�����6!�����!6 6?6��D?!���5��6 �

 CSO Dates 

Information contained herein is for the purpose of informing the reader, Tacoma CSO doesn’t promote any outside events.    --P.P. Editor 
 


