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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
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On Tradition Five  
 

“Each group has but one primary purpose -- 
to carry its message to the alcoholic who still 

suffers." 
 

Editorial by Bill W. 
A.A. Grapevine, April, 1948 

"Each Alcoholics Anonymous group ought to be 
a spiritual entity having but one primary purpose 
-- that of carrying its message to the alcoholic 
who still suffers."  

Says the old proverb, "Shoemaker, stick to thy 
last." Trite, yes. But very true for us of A.A. 
How well we need to heed the principle that it is 
better to do one thing supremely well than many 
things badly.  

Because it has now become plain enough that 
only a recovered alcoholic can do much for a 
sick alcoholic, a tremendous responsibility has 
descended upon us all, an obligation so great that 
it amounts to a sacred trust. For to our kind, 
those who suffer alcoholism, recovery is a matter 
of life or death. So the society of Alcoholics 
Anonymous cannot, it dare not ever be diverted 
from its primary purpose.  

Temptation to do otherwise will come aplenty. 
Seeing fine works afoot in the field of alcohol, 
we shall be sorely tempted to loan out the name 
and credit of Alcoholics Anonymous to them; as 

a movement we shall be beset to finance and 
endorse other causes. Should our present 
success continue,� people will commence to 
assert that A.A. is a brand new way of life, 
maybe a new religion, capable of saving the 
world. We shall be told it is our bounden 
duty to show modern society how it ought 
to live.  

Oh, how very attractive these projects and 
ideas can be! How flattering to imagine that 
we might be chosen to demonstrate that 
olden mystic promise: "The first shall be 
last and the last shall be first." Fantastic, 
you say. Yet some of our well-wishers have 
begun to say such things.  

Fortunately most of us are convinced that 
these are perilous speculations, alluring 
ingredients of that new heady wine we are 
now being offered, each bottle marked 
"Success"!  

Of this subtle vintage may we never drink 
too deeply. May we never forget that we 
live by the Grace of God -- on borrowed 
time; that anonymity is better than acclaim; 
that for us as a movement poverty is better 
than wealth.  

And may we reflect with ever deepening 
conviction, that we shall never be at our best 
except when we hew only to the primary 
spiritual aim of A.A. -- "That of carrying its 
message to the alcoholic who still suffers 
alcoholism."  

Bill W.  

The A.A. Grapevine, April, 1948  
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CONTACT I NFORMATION 
 

·  CSO MAIN NUMBER: 
(253) 474-8897 
 

·  CSO CHAIRPERSON: 
csochair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  ALTERNATE CHAIRPERSON: 
altchair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CSO TREASURER:  
treasurer@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  NEWSLETTER EDITOR :  
stampmymud@yahoo.com  
newsletter@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  ACCESSIBILITY CHAIR:  
accessibility@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CORRECTIONS CHAIR:  
corrections@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  CPC CHAIR:  
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org 
  

·  PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
pichair@piercecountyaa.org 
 

·  PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
treatment@piercecountyaa.org 
   

·  PIERCE CO. WEBSITE: 
www.piercecountyaa.org 
 

·  TSSC:  (253) 474-8897  
 

·  AA  WEBSITE:  www.aa.org  
 

M ISSION STATEMENT: The Pierce County Central Services Office makes AA 
Literature available to AA Groups and Members, provides meeting space for local 
AA Districts and Standing Committees, and provides other services as required to 
assist local AA Groups in carrying the AA message. 
�
DISCLAIMER:  Pierce's Progress is a monthly AA newsletter serving Districts 9, 29, 44, 45 & 54. 
The main purpose of this newsletter is to facilitate and improve communication within Tacoma’s CSO 
service area. Newsletter content will include, but is not limited to: news from Tacoma’s CSOC & 
TSSC, local District & Standing Committee reports, local upcoming District, Group, and Service 
events, personal stories, applicable Area 72 & GSO news or articles, etc. Incoming articles will be 
included at the discretion of the Newsletter Editor and/or the CSOC. 
 

P.S.�The British Fashion (AA’s newsletter in England) encloses the following disclosure statement 
to their readers, which also applies to this publication: “We publish the British Fashion (Pierce’s 
Progress) for your information and enjoyment. Any mistakes you find are here for a reason. We publish 
something for everyone and some people are always looking for mistakes.” �
 

SUBMISSIONS POLICY / DEADLINE / DISTRIBUTION 
 

Submissions:  All articles must be signed • Prefer all articles and fliers be in MS-Word •  
 

Pierce’s Progress Deadline:  The 5th of every month at midnite.  
 

Distribution: Newsletter copy will be disbursed at the first GSR meeting of each month, by 6:30PM.  
�
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CSO Monthly Schedule 
 

Committee Meetings  
   • Central Service Office Committee: 1st  Sunday 6:30PM 
   • Treatment Committee: 1st  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • Accessibility Committee: 1st  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • Public Information Committee: 1st  Thursday 6:30PM 
   • TSSC 12th Step Committee: 2nd  Monday 6:30PM  
   • CPC Committee:  2nd  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • Corrections Committee: 2nd  Thursday 6:30PM 
 
District Meetings 
   • District-29 GSR Meeting: 2nd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • District-9   GSR Meeting: 3rd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • District-44 GSR Meeting: 3rd  Wednesday 6:30PM 
   • District-45 GSR Meeting: 3rd  Thursday 6:30PM 
 
Pierce’s Progress Timelines 
   • Distribution by: 3 rd  Tuesday 6:30PM 
   • Submission Deadline/Friday After: 2nd   Thursday.       Midnight 
   • Pierce’s Progress Mailing Deadline:  Sat. Following Dist. Mtgs. 

     • Submission Deadline:                              5th of The Month   
12:00AM 
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����   SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

8:00AM 
To 
10:00AM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

10:00AM 
To 
Noon 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

Noon 
To 
2:00PM 

 OPEN FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

2:00PM 
To 
4:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

4:00PM 
To 
6:00PM 

 FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

	�
���
����� WK SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

1st  

27November  
Jolly 

28  
Narrows 

29  
Fellowship 

30 
Safe Haven 

1 December  
Fellowship 
Of The Spirit 

2  
AMAA 

3 
Tuesday Nt. 
Men’s Stag 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

2nd 

4 
Spanaway 

5 
Fircrest  
Study 

6 
Chuck T. 

7 
East End 
Newcomers 

8 
Friday Night 
Group 

9 
Women’s 
Big Book 
Study  

10 
New  
Arrivals 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

3rd 

11 
David S. 

12 
Introduction 
To A.A. 

13 
Groups 
From 
District 9  

14 
12X12 

15 
Firgrove 

16 
Saturday 
Speakers 

17 
Puyallup 
A.I.R. 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

4th 

18 
Steilacoom 
Serenity 
Seekers 

19 
Follow Up 
Group 

20 
Page 
28!! 

21 
By The Book  

22 
Serenity  
Hall 

23   
SNL 

24  
Stoke The 
Fire 

6:00PM 
To 
10:00PM�

5th 

25 
As Bill  
Sees It 

26 
Fircrest 
Study 

27 
Hang In  
There 

28 
Parkland 
Group 

29   
The Night 
Cap 

30 
Ladies 
Night Out 

31 
Sound 
Group 

 

The night time schedule outlines the evening phone volunteers at CSO. Everyone from your home 
group is welcome - come watch TV, order food, bring  food, play games, fellowship, answer the phones 
and sell literature of course! 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

TROC 
11:00 am 

WCCW Purdy 
6:10pm arrive 

Puyallup Jail  
6:30 pm 

TROC 
11:00 am 

TROC 
4:00 pm  

  PCDCC Main Men    
7:00 pm 

Forging Ahead 
5:00 pm Ferry   

PCDCC Main 
7:00 pm Women 

CFS Western State 
6:00pm arrive 

PCDCC Women 
7:00 pm  PCDCC Men 

7:00 pm  

Fort Lewis RCF 
7:00 pm   

Progress House 
7:30 pm 

WCCW Purdy 
6:10 pm arrive   

  PCDCC Jail Trustee Men  
7:00 pm 

SCF Oakridge (E/O) 
5:00 pm  

 
 

  Remann Hall 
7:00 pm 

PCDCC Men 
8:30 pm   

Correctional Facility and Clearance  Information   
 (Contact Corrections Chair at: corrections@piercecountyaa.org) 

CFS (Western State) Group Name: 
Sanely Sober 

Details:   No warrants, no sex based offenses, and no previous contact with patients. Complete Oath of Confidentiality, 
Security Clearance for approval by CSF. Sponsees with min of 3 months sobriety can be cleared to attend if an approved 
sponsor accompanies them. Must be cleared by facility prior to attending. Business meeting 2nd Tues at 5:30. Birthday 
meeting last Tuesday.  

Fort Lewis RCF Details: Clearance paperwork (NCIS)   No recent felony.   Four days of training, 6-8 hrs. each day Monday thru Thursday 
Fort Lewis Second Chance Details:  3 hour training required for unrestricted access. 
McNeil Forging Ahead Details: Must complete paperwork for DOC clearance 
Oakridge SCF Details: Must complete DSHS background check. M/F 
TROC Details:  Check in with receptionist to obtain a visitor’s pass. Be aware that you are entering a DOC facility. M/F 
PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) Men Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 years since last 

misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 
PCDCC (Pierce Cty. Jail) Women Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Must complete paperwork for clearance. 5 years since last 

misdemeanor, 10 years since last felony. 
Puyallup Jail Details: Easy to get clearance. No warrants, NO Department of Corrections. 
Remann Hal Details: Background check, references required. No felony convictions, No history of Meth or Heroin usage, no other drugs for 2 

years — Marijuana 1 year. 
WCCW Purdy Details: No past felonies and not currently on Department of Corrections. Complete paperwork for DOC clearance. Must attend 

to remain badged. 

���� ����!�����&����'��!��������(��������!��	������ ���
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Note: Please make sure all your contributions include your group’s name and service number.  This information is very important in 
assuring that your group receives proper credit.  Find out from your district the best way to support your standing committees. 
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Mail your information to: 
�
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A���''���������

<$#�>�����1?����:-4-�
������'�!62�7	�
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�

registrar@area72aa.org   
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SUNDAY� MONDAY� TUESDAY� WEDNESDAY� THURSDAY� FRIDAY� SATURDAY�

4 (December ) 
Detox          7:00p  
 
Prosp.  W   7:00p 
 

5 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

6   
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
WSH            6:50p 

7 
WSH            6:30p 
 
Detox          7:00p 
GOLD GATE  

8 9  
WSH           6:30p 
 
Prosp. M   7:00p 
STRAIGHT 
SHOOOTERS 

10 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
NEW ARRIVALS 
 
 

11 
Detox          7:00p 
TUESDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S STAG 
Prosp. W  7:00p 
GOLD GATE 

12 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 

13 
Se-Mar        6:00p 
SATURDAY 
SPEAKERS 
New Life     7:30p 
WSH            6:50p 

14 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
GOLD GATE 

15 16 
WSH           6:30p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
 
Life Care    2:00p 
 

17 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 
 
 

18 
Detox          7:00p 
NEW ARRIVALS 
Prosp. W    7:00p 
MEEKER & 
PARKLAND 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00P 

19 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

20 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
MORNING 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

21 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 

22 23 
WSH           6:30p 
 
Mom’s Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. men7:00p 
LIVING FREE 
Life Care    2:00p 

24 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

25 (January ) 
Detox          7:00p 
 
Prosp. W    7:00p 
MEEKER 
 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
 

26 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 

27 
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
VA 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

28 
WSH           6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
WOMEN’S BIG 
BOOK STUDY 

29 30 
WSH           6:30p 
Mom’s Recovery 
Center        1:00p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
STRAIGHT 
SHOOOTERS 
NEW ARRIVALS 
Sumner     7:00p 
Life Care    2:00p 

31 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 

1 
Detox            7:00 
 
Prosp. W    7:00p 
Tacoma 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00p 

2 
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

3  
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 
 

4 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 
 

5 6 
WSH           6:30p 
 
Prosp. M 
Sumner     7:00p 
 
Life Care    2:00p 

7 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 
 
 
 
 

8  
Detox            7:00 
 
Prosp. W 
Tacoma  
 
Prosp. M 
Sumner      7:00p 

9  
Serenity 
WSH            6:30p 
 

10  
Sea-Mar      6:00p 
 
New Life     7:30p 
 
WSH            6:50p 

11 
WSH            6:30p 
 
 
Detox          7:00p 
 

12 13 
WSH           6:30p 
 
Mom’s        1:00p 
Prosp. M    7:00p 
 
Life Care    2:00p 

14  
 
Sea-Mar      7:00p 
 
 
 
 

��� ��!��B����!�6�����!�������� �� ��*� �
Tacoma Detox:     721 So. Fawcett, # 100, Tacoma  Sun & Wed @7p 10 outside members only, incl Chair  

Sea-Mar 1415 Center St., Tacoma               Tue @6p, Sat @7p   

New Life - VA:     9500 Veterans Dr. SW, Lakewood  Tue @7:30p  

Serenity - WSH:   TBA, contact Justine         Mon, Wed & Fri @6:50p  

Prosperity Wellness Center 5001 112th Street East, Tacoma, WA   

Prosperity House  1732 Bonney Aveenue, Sumner, WA Friday & Sunday @ 7:00p  

Mom”s Recovery Center 2929 5th Ave NE, Suite B, Puyallup, WA 98371 Friday @ 1:00p  

Life Care 511 10th Avenue Southeast Puyallup, WA Friady @ 2:00p  

For Further Info, Contact your Treatment Rep. for details of your group commitments or visit the Treatment meeting, first Tuesday every month 6:30pm at CSO. 

������	
�B����	�
��������9�
���
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CHAIRPERSON 
 
Our December meeting had 9 of the 11 voting 
members present.  We had a potluck this month 
to celebrate the service that David from District 
45 and Eric from District 9 have given to the 
committee and their district these last two 
years.   Your commitment of time, energy, 
patience and cooperation has been so greatly 
appreciated.  While your presence will be 
missed, we know you will continue on helping 
the still suffering alcoholic in Pierce County. 
 
We will be changing the door code starting 
January 3rd.  If you have a phone commitment, 
please contact your DCM for the new code or 
Annette.   
 
In an effort to save on costs, Annette 
researched bundling our phones, internet and 
cable.  We found a great deal with the same 
service and actually some extra features for 
about $50 less a month.  The committee 
approved this change. 
 
There was a corruption in a data file and 
therefore schedules have not been sent out to 
print yet.  Our expectation is that they will be 
sent soon and available to buy the end of 
December.  
  
I attended the Roadshow at Narrows group this 
month.  It was very well attended and Curtis 
informed me that it was the first time that every 
service position was filled to present 
information.  Curtis is rotating out of the 
Roadshow coordinator position, and I wanted 
to personally thank him for the great job he has 
done!   
 
This month I attended the first meeting of the 
Deaf Access Committee in Seattle whose 
mission statement is to carry the message to the 
Deaf alcoholic.  This committee will be 
exploring ways to have more ASL meetings 
available, streamlining ASL interpretation 
services by having one phone number to call, 
bringing in AA meetings to deaf treatment 
centers, outreach to the deaf community, and 
more.   The next meeting will be held on 
January 7th at 7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
attending, you can contact me for more details. 
 
Terece from the 12 Step Service Committee 
was present with a report.  They will be holding 
elections this month and they need help.  Most 
of the positions on the committee are open and 
right now they only have 16 people that are 
attending from groups.  16 groups out of how 
many groups in Pierce County?  Our 12 Step 
Committee needs people to get involved!  Their 
meeting will be December 12th at 6:30 p.m.  

The 12 step call list was updated and they have 
6 to 7 pages of men who are willing to 
volunteer for 12 step calls, but only 2 pages of 
women.   
 
Our webmaster position is still open.  Right 
now we are unable to update meeting 
information on our website.  So you will need 
to be patient if you have groups changes until 
we can get this position filled.  If you are 
interested, please show up at our next meeting.  
If you have questions about what is involved, 
please call Annette at the office 474-8897. 
 
The proposed budget has been finalized and 
will be voted on in January.  As we look over 
the 2011 year, we decreased expenses but 
donations were less than anticipated.  This is 
the trend we see not only at CSO, but the Area 
and GSO.  I am sure most of you are also 
feeling the drop in contributions in your home 
group.   We will need to go into our Prudent 
Reserve in December to pay for the schedule 
publications.  We will make this money back 
over the year, but it will take months.  So I want 
to forewarn you that based on contribution 
trends, our prudent reserve could drop below 
$16,458.14, which would then activate the 
motion passed in December of 2010 which 
reads “We move that CSO add a 10% surcharge 
to literature prices if the Prudent Reserve 
reaches a low of 2 months operating expenses, 
based on budget.  Surcharge will be cancelled 
when Prudent Reserve reaches a high of 4 
months operating expenses, based on budget.”  
To keep literature prices at current rate, if you 
could send the CSO a couple more dollars a 
month, or if you have never contributed and 
could send $5 or $10 from your group that 
would help tremendously.  If you want me to 
come to your District meeting or homegroup to 
answer questions, please don’t hesitate to call 
me. 
 
In an effort to increase revenue, the CSO 
committee would like to start a discussion about 
selling items such as Meeting in A Pocket, 4 
Paradoxes or some other printed materials.  
When Annette attended the conference in 
Tuscan, she found that many of the 
CSO/intergroup offices had these items for sale.   
We are just starting on the discussion at this 
point.  There will be more information 
forthcoming. 
 
Also, I would like the survey of office hours 
back from your group please.  Please give them 
to your GSR to bring to your district meeting or 
drop them off at the office. 
 
Due to New Year’s Day, our next meeting will 
be held January 8th at 6:00 p.m. 

I hope you all have wonderful holidays!   
 
Crystal S., CSO Chair  
csochair@piercecountyaa.org 
  
 

TREASURER 
 

Hello!!  
 
The November financial report was completed 
without issue. Donations didn't meet the 
projected budgeted amount this month again so 
we will be utilizing the prudent reserve to pay 
for schedule printing and probably some other 
monthly expenses in December.  
 
The budget is 'pert near complete and should be 
voted in at our January meeting, which will 
happen the second Sunday of the month, the 
8th. The CSO chairperson was wise in her fore 
thought to have us start working on the 
budget back in early fall - last year we didn't 
have an approved budget until several months 
into the year. The committee worked very hard 
and did due diligence in 'trimming the fat' from 
the budget, last year and this year - which takes 
extra time and is an important task in these 
times when donations are down and groups, 
districts, and committees all seem to be 
struggling financially.  
 
The CSO is there to support 
the alcoholic, those currently in recovery and 
those on their way in; the groups, 
districts, committees, etc., and it's doing an 
excellent job of it in my opinion. There is 
always room for growth which is why we 
continue to work through this year's inventory 
findings and look for new ways to generate and 
cut funds.  
 
The CSO is being cleaned by a group of 
volunteers and I'd like, this month, to say "hats 
off" to those women who are taking their shift 
regurlarily and showing up weekly to do the 
cleaning. I know some other folks answering 
the phones have been "pickin' up a broom" as 
well, so thanks to everybody involved for your 
continued service!  
 
Service has kept me in the solution over the 
years and in a place of gratitude. I so appreciate 
the immediate teaching and importance that my 
first sponsor drilled into me regarding the topic 
of service when I first got sober. As a sponsor, 
it is absolutely my job to keep passing that 
message on to the women who save my life on 
a regular basis - my sponsees. I take that 
responsibility very seriously. I must be self 
supporting through my own contributions in 
AA -  financially and via service. I practice this 
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service attitude at in my home, as well. These 
entities don't run themselves and today my focus 
is on being a giver rather than a taker. I've 
learned it helps keep my selfish, self-
centeredness in check - thank you, Alcoholics 
Anonymous!!! 
 
Laurie S.  
 
 

ACCESSIBILTY 
 
 
 

CORRECTIONS 
 

P.C. Corrections “Members Eye View” 
 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
 
Wow, hard to believe 2011 is almost over. I 
would like to thank everyone who has made 
time this year to be of service to our Pierce 
County PI Committee. The Roadshow 
Coordinator position is open. Thanks for the 
great job, Kurtis! Anyone interested in filling 
this position, please come and join us the first 
Thursday of the month at the CSO, at 6:30 PM. 
Remember, any and all are welcome to come 
and participate.  
 
Some accomplishments this month..... 
 
1) The PI bank account was moved to Sterling 
Bank, with no monthly fee, saving $15.00 a 
month 
2) 2 Public Service Announcements were 
purchased to fulfill a written request for more 
current versions 
3) The Hope video was purchased to use at PI 
functions 
4) The School Panel Project is progressing, we 
are hoping to get some literature/posters into the 
schools to get started 
5) The annual Traditions workshop was held 
 
I have been approached by a few people 
regarding the light attendance. The committee 
is open to receiving feedback around the 
workshop, good or bad;  improvements can 
always be made. Feedback can be sent via your 
group rep, sharing it with us at the PI 
Committee meeting, or by dropping a letter in 
the PI box at the CSO. Thanks to the alternate 
chair, Bonnie, and the volunteers who 
participated for all your hard work! 
  
Happy to be of service 
Your PI Chair,  
Roxanna 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 
Happy December! 
 
I’m beginning this month with a very large 
thank you to the committee for allowing me to 
serve as editor of the Pierce’s Progress 
Newsletter. This is my 5th year as editor of one 
of these newsletters and just when I think I have 
it figured out; more is revealed. I guess that’s 
really what this recovery thing is all about 
anyway?  
 
The job of newsletter editor, whether it be 
working in my district, hear at CSO, or dealing 
with the 41 districts as Area Newsletter Editor, 
has kept me in touch with the pulse of AA. It 
allows me to feel part of, rather than apart from, 
much like I felt before joining up with this 
outfit. 
 
Prior to my service exposure, I really had no 
clue as to the vast reach of this fellowship. It 
was just something I heard about in meetings 
from time to time. The actuall “hands on” 
process that takes place when you grab a service 
position is truly miraculous, and that’s coming 
from someone who isn’t big on the “Miracle 
Thing.” 
 
(I still believe 2 plus 2 equals 4 and nothing 
else, if you get my drift.) 
 
Well enough of that, please keep me informed 
on all the great happenings in your group. If you 
have trouble making fliers for events and 

submitting them, simply furnish me with the 
info and I’ll make it for you. 
 
In the past month or so, we’ve had issue with 
getting info to me. I’m flummuxed as to 
exactly why this is happening because the 
same people were submitting to my email 
address which is; stampmymud@yahoo.com
for this entire year. Suddenly for reasons yet 
obscure, a few of you have started 
submitting material to the editor’s mailbox at 
the CSO website, which I refuse to 
participate in, due to the spam and other 
suspect material in there. 
 
Lastly; I want to extend my condolences to 
the family of our friend “Big Steve L.” Steve 
passed this last Wednesday morning of a 
heart attack at the young age of 49. He was a 
long time friend of mine and of AA. He had 
a dedication to service and was one of our 
finest examples of how it does work. 
 
Steve died sober with 17 years of continuous
sobriety. I will Miss him….R.I.P. Big Steve. 
 
 
 
I love my job, thank God for AA! 
 
Larry H. 
Newsletter Editor 
stampmymud@yahoo.com  
 
 

CSO OFFICE MANAGER 
 

�
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Service Opportunity…Don’t Miss Out!! 
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Dock 200.00        -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             258.00     
Eatonville -             50.00          -              -             -           -              -            75.00         -             175.00     
Eastend New -             -             -              -             -           67.51          -            -             -             67.51       
Elbe Fri. -             80.00          -              -             60.00       -              -            35.00         -             225.00     
Fellowship -              1.40          0.35           0.10           1.85         
Fellowship Of The Spirit 98.33          114.16        -              62.19          86.52       84.87          -            -             134.65       694.54     
Fern Hill 60.54          -              -             -           -              -            55.12         -             115.66     
Fircrest -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Firgrove -             -             28.74          -             -           -              -            51.89         -             186.47     
Flimsy Reed 7.94            -             -              -             -           -              -            -             0.15           40.96       
Follow-Up -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Fox Island 90.00          -             -              -             -           75.00          -            0.60           -             165.60     
Freedom In Recovery 60.00          -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             60.00       
Fresh Start -             40.10          -              -             26.79       -              -            65.70         -             282.59     
Friday Nite -             -             -              -             -           100.00        -            100.00       -             200.00     
Fried Bread Too -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Gig Har Legacy -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Gig Harbor Gr -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Graham -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Hang In There 52.35          50.19          23.29          37.17          74.25       63.18          78.01        75.70         66.20         735.80     
Healthy Livers 50.00          40.00          -             25.00          -            35.00         -             150.00     
Hole in the Doughnut 100.00         -             -              -            -             -             100.00     
Home 20.00          -              35.00          -              -            27.00         -             82.00       
Honest Steps -              20.00        -             -             20.00       
I Saw the Light -             -             -              -             90.00       -              -            -             -             90.00       
Jolley -             -             -              -             75.00       -              -            -             -             175.00     
Ka-Sa-Ra -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Kapowsin -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Keys To Sobriety -             -             20.00          -             -           -              -            -             90.00         110.00     
KISS -             -             200.00         -             -           -              -            -             -             200.00     
Ladies Nite Out 113.80        64.87          23.27          -             31.58       98.73          48.68        -             17.60         425.49     
Legacy -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Living Free -             -             -              250.00        -           -              -            250.00       -             750.00     
Loft -             325.00        -              -             -           -              -            -             3.90           616.90     
Loose -             -             -              200.00        -           -              -            -             -             200.00     
Lunch Bunch -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Madigan Group -             -             -              200.00        -           -              -            -             -             200.00     
Market St Vets -              20.00        -             -             20.00       
McChord -             -             83.00          -             -           172.00        -            -             -             255.00     
McKinley Hall 5.00           -              -            -             -             5.00         
Meeker 5.80           3.65           9.45         
Midland Step Study -             -             -              30.00          -           -              -            -             -             80.00       
Miracle on 56th 4.00            4.00            4.00            4.00           4.00         -              4.00          4.80           4.00           40.80       
Men at Work -             -             -              -             243.50     -              -            -             -             243.50     
Men's Stag -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Mon Night Women -             87.89          -              -             -           -              -            76.01         -             247.62     
Morning Meeting -             -             -              -             356.00     -              -            -             -             751.00     
Mt R. Sun Ser -             -             25.00          -             -           -              -            -             -             25.00       
Narrows 31.00          50.00          47.00          52.00          31.00       37.00          45.00        43.00         99.60         494.60     
New Arrivals 15.00          10.00          -              20.00          -           20.00          10.00        -             5.00           80.00       
New Freedom -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
New Life -             -             -              -             -           -              -            100.00       -             100.00     
Nick at Noon -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Night Cap 7.00            -            -             -             7.00         
North Pacific -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
North Star 58.14          -             -              114.98        -           -              43.00        -             79.22         295.34     
Northend New. -             -             30.00          -             -           102.00        -            -             30.00         162.00     
Orting Fireside -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             100.00       100.00     
Over 50 -             -             -              -             -           44.92          -            -             -             44.92       
Parkland -             -             -              43.02          -           -              -            1.10           -             74.12       
Plateau BB -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Plateau Daytimers -             -             10.00          -             -           8.00            -            -             -             25.00       
Plateau Winners -             -             -              -             100.00     -              -            100.00       -             200.00     
Primary Purpose -             -             -              -             75.00       -              -            125.00       -             200.00     
Puy Cons Cont -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Puyallup A.I.R. 250.00        -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             250.00     
Puyallup Group 7.17            -             -              -             -           3.52            -            -             -             20.68       
Puyallup Serv 60.00          -             -              -             -           -              -            0.30           -             60.30       
Real Alcoholics 58.56         -             58.56       
Rebels With a Cause -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Reflections 200.00        -             -              -            -             -             200.00     
Regroup 1.30           100.00       101.30     
Ruston Study -             -             51.10          -             26.39       -              -            27.50         -             149.65     
Safe Haven -             -             14.50          -             -           -              -            -             -             73.11       
Sat Spkrs 20.00          20.00          20.00          -             245.00     26.30          20.00        25.20         20.00         771.50     
Saving Our Sobriety -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Seeking Our Solution -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Serendipity -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             170.00     
Serenity Hall 200.00        250.00        300.00         -             100.00     150.00        75.00        75.30         -             1,450.30   
Shop -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Sound 250.00        200.00        -              -             100.00     100.00        -            -             -             1,000.00   
Spanaway -             -             10.00          5.00           -           -              5.00          20.88         37.64         238.99     
Step Ashore -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             0.50           0.50         
Step n Time 61.23          -             -              -             -           110.33        -            -             -             171.56     
Stick w -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Stielacoom Ser -             160.00        -              -             -           -              2.00          160.00       0.15           322.15     
Straight Shooters -             -             -              -             -           -              -            100.00       -             400.00     
Summit View HP -             -             -              -             -           -              -            30.00         -             60.00       
Sunrise Mtg -             -             -              -             -           100.00        -            -             -             100.00     
Sure Would -             147.00        -              -             124.00     -              -            79.00         -             350.00     
Tacoma Book Study 30.00          -              -            -             -             30.00       
Trusted Serv -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Tue BB Thumpers -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Tues Mens Stag 98.61          -             -              -             -           -              -            24.20         -             122.81     
Vision -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Woman In Emotional Sobriety 180.00        106.34        29.74          -             -           -              -            107.75       -             423.83     
TOTAL Group 2,609.56 2,000.01 1,511.03 1,144.86 2,226.53 1,534.33 522.01 2,329.91 888.20 19,761.08

Meeting
An Lkwd Sp Bfst 95.00          103.00        195.77         -             120.00     115.00        78.00        73.00         118.25       1,018.80   
Book Review -             100.00        -              -             -           -              -            -             100.00       200.00     
Brown Bag -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Brunch Bunch -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             100.00     
F.A.I.R. -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             300.00       450.00     
Farwest 198.00        -             126.00         70.00          60.90       -              78.00        94.00         76.00         802.90     
Gig Harbor Bfst -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Gig Harbor Men -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Great Fact -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Lkwd Lunch -             -             -              -             100.00     -              -            -             -             100.00     
Madigan Prof -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Miracle Tues -             48.00          -              -             35.00       -              -            43.00         -             161.00     
Mon Step Study -             -             -              35.00          -           -              -            -             25.00         89.00       
Out to Lunch -             400.00        -              -             -           -              -            200.00       -             1,000.00   
Sober Sunday -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Thurs Step -             -             -              27.00          -           -              -            -             27.00         82.00       
Sunday Bowlers -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Tues Step Study -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Wed. Step Study 176.00        -             -              -             -           146.00        -            90.00         -             412.00     
Wed. Winners -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Westside BB Study 200.00        -             -              -             -           100.00        -            -             -             300.00     
Young Guns -             -             -              -             10.00       -              -            -             -             10.00       
TOTAL Meeting 669.00 651.00 321.77 132.00 325.90 361.00 156.00 500.00 646.25 4,725.70   

Miscellaneous
Anonymous 47.05          42.42          342.83         283.74        41.71       86.42          66.78        29.38         454.12       1,718.99   
Coffee 11.35          5.89            19.18          46.64          30.91       14.50          14.25        7.28           3.36           216.65     
Copies 43.60          36.88          30.85          14.69          9.26         11.10          -            0.40           24.25         277.33     
F.I.S. -            200.00       200.00     
Memorial -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -           

Memory of John K. New Life -            100.00       100.00     
Individual -           

Daniel C 300.00       300.00     
Patrick S 6.00           6.00         

Sponsorship Con -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
W to W 12.00          22.00          16.00          21.50          -           -              -            -             -             100.50     
Miscellaneous - Other -             -             -              -             -           -              9.00          -             -             9.00         
TOTAL Miscellaneous 114.00 107.19 408.86 366.57 81.88 112.02 90.03 337.06 787.73 2,928.47   

Sales
Literature Sold 4,478.45     3,950.95     4,113.25      3,656.20     3,687.30   3,900.93      4,945.07    4,568.20     2,923.10     45,853.80 
Newsletter 17.00          8.00            3.00            6.00           13.00       4.00            15.00        11.00         9.00           102.15     
Schedules Sales 1,029.90     673.20        820.30         697.40        548.05     900.28        680.40      532.90       739.50       8,662.43   
TOTAL Sales 5,525.35     4,632.15     4,936.55      4,359.60     4,248.35   4,805.21      5,640.47    5,112.10     3,671.60     54,618.38 

TOTAL INFLOWS 9,096.91$    7,852.10$    7,470.02$    6,189.03$   7,307.66$ 7,048.32$    6,631.35$  8,460.23$   6,263.63$   85,809.20 

9,096.91     7,852.10     7,470.02      6,289.03     7,307.66   7,048.32      6,631.35    8,460.23     6,263.63     86114.05
-             -             -              (100.00)       -           -              -            -             -             (304.85)    

CSO Sales Report - 2011

Mar-11 Apr-11 May-11 Jun-11 Jul-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 Oct-11 Nov -11 YTD
District and Committee
Correction Comm -             -             -              -             -           14.40          -            14.16         28.56
Access Comm -             -             30.00          30.00          -           -              -            -             75.00         165.00     
CPC Comm -             -             -              -             240.00     -              -            -             -             360.00     
District 29 109.00        106.00        99.00          106.00        65.00       102.00        130.20      103.00       -             1,525.45   

D29 CPC 2.40           
District 29 - Other 102.45       

District 44 30.00          30.00          30.00          30.00          30.00       30.00          30.00        30.00         30.00         597.00     
District 45 -             90.00          13.12          -             90.00       -              10.64        -             -             225.76     
District 9 40.00          -             59.69          -             -           30.40          32.00        34.00         -             236.09     
District 54 -             160.75        -              -             -           -              -            -             -             160.75     
PI Comm -             -             60.00          20.00          -           58.96          20.00        -             60.00         251.96     
Treat Comm -             75.00          -              -             -           -              -            -             -             225.00     
Other District and Committee -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
TOTAL District and Committee 179.00        461.75        291.81         186.00        425.00     235.76        222.84      181.16       269.85       3,775.57   

Group -           
4 Corners -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
9 AM AA -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Above Ground 25.00          -              -             -           -              -            -             25.00         50.00       
AMAA 9.60            -             8.00            -             327.50     -              10.32        300.50       -             955.92     
Anderson Island 27.00          -             35.00          -             -           -              35.00        -             -             97.00       
As Bill Sees It 24.75          -             88.58          36.50          -           32.00          -            40.00         48.84         386.67     
Back 2 Basics -             100.00        50.00          50.00          50.00       50.00          50.00        50.00         -             625.00     
Big Book Thumpers -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Buckley Group -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Buckley Hump Day -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Bunker -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Brown's Point -             54.92          19.00          -             -           44.97          54.60        -             -             225.59     
By the Book 390.64        -             124.31         -             -           12.00          -            1.75           10.00         832.84     
Common Ground -             -             101.50         -             -           -              -            0.60           -             102.10     
Cornerstone -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             12.00         12.00       
Courage to Ch -             -             25.00          -             -           -              -            -             -             25.00       
Daily Reflec -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             -           
Destiny -             -             -              -             -           -              -            -             -             135.00     

Actual Actual

Profit/Loss Statement

Sources of Funds:
Group Contributions         888.20           19,961.08    
Meeting Contributions 646.25           4,725.70      
Service Committees 269.85           3,880.42      
Miscellaneous Income 787.73           2,928.47      
Literature Sales 2,923.10        45,853.80    
Schedule Sales 739.50           8,662.43      
Newsletter Subscription 9.00               102.15         

Total Sources 6,263.63        86,114.05    
Expenditure of Funds:
New Wages 1,093.22        16,098.36    
Social Security Tax 154.84           2,367.67      
Medicare Tax 36.22             583.73         
State Payroll Taxes -                 323.53         
Fed 60.00             663.00         
12 Step Committee -                 67.77           
Answering Svc Expense 217.75           1,977.11      
Bank Charge -                 -               
Business Licence -                 25.00           
Cable TV 43.32             468.39         
Copier -                 89.97           
CSO Chair - Assembly Expenses -                 215.50         
Donations -                 -               
Electricity 77.20             1,026.62      
Insurance -                 500.00         
Internet 53.95             600.85         
Literature Expenditures** 4,094.42        34,507.76    
Maintenance -                 323.18         
Miscellaneous -                 113.00         
New Computer System -                 561.16         
Newsletter Publications -                 490.95         
Office Furniture -                 -               
Postage -                 -               
Rent 1,592.00        18,996.00    
Repairs -                 -               
Sales Taxes Paid -                 4,926.76      
Tax (Other) -                 -               
Schedule Publication -                 -               
Supplies -                 1,099.24      
Telephone 143.79           1,413.52      
Website Hosting Service 39.00             39.00           
Training -                 559.84         

Total Expenses 7,605.71        88,037.91    

Net Income/(Loss) (1,342.08)       (1,923.86)     

Cash Positions
Beginning Bank Balance 2,610.33        4,073.72      
Income 6,263.63        86,114.05    
Interest Income -                 1.64             
Subtotal 8,873.96        90,189.41    
Less:  expenses 7,605.71        88,037.91    
Prud Res Adjustment -                 (1,000.00)     
Adjustments 116.75         
Ending Bank Balance 1,268.25        1,268.25      

Cash over(under) $15,000 (13,731.75)     (13,731.75)   

Prudent Reverse Goal*** 25,129.00      

Beginning Reserve Balance 21,792.72      20,749.73    
Adjustments to working reserve -                 1,000.00      
Interest earnings -                 42.99           
Ending Reserve Balance 21,792.72      21,792.72    

Reserve over(under) Goal (3,336.28)       
***3 months based on budget

Distribution Calculation
Ending Balance Operating Account 1,268.25        
Ending Balance Prudent Reserve 21,792.72      
Total Funds Avaliable 23,060.97      

Prudent Reserve Goal 25,129.00      
Set Operating Balance 15,000.00      
Total Allowable Funds 40,129.00      

Distribution Overage(Shortage) (17,068.03)     

Literature
Literature On Hand 11,444.91      

Financial Summary
Beginning Bank Balance 2,610.33$       
Incoming Funds 6,263.63$       
Interest -$               
Total Funds 8,873.96$      

Expenses (7,605.71)$      
Ending Bank Balance 1,268.25$       

Nov-11 Year to Date

04/05/09 Motion reads:
We move that all funds in excess  of the CSO prudent reserve, plus 
$15,000.00 in operating capital, plus  the allocated funds for CSO 
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This is the story of a brilliant man who very nearly sacrificed his whole 
life to liquor. It makes shocking reading, but every word of it is true. 
  
Memo From The Editor: The name of the teller of this story is purposely 
omitted. He says his friends and former associates will recognize him. 
To others his name does not matter. But if your interest is not merely 
casual, if you or a friend or a member of your family need his help, 
write to The Alcoholic Foundation, P.O. Box 459, New York 17, New 
York You will be put in direct touch with him or with the nearest 
Alcoholics Anonymous group. 

      In the fall of 1938, I was working in a small radio station in 
Plattsburg, New York. On a cold night in November I had chills and 
fever. I sent for a doctor who told me I had incipient pneumonia.  
     Some time during the night, delirious, I fell down the stair well of 
my rooming house and smashed my hip. I was in the hospital for three-
months and when I came out I knew I was crippled for life. But none of 
that annoyed me as much as the fact that some well-meaning ambulance 
attendant had given me a drink of whisky before my late-night arrival at 
the hospital. Because they could smell it on my breath, I was booked as 
drunk...  
     Now I'll tell you the real story of what happened. I had been sent to 
Plattsburg by some friends who wanted to get me out of New York City. 
I had been making a mess of myself in New York, cadging money for 
drinks. So my friends found a job for me in Plattsburg, at $25 a week.  
     I had been earning nearly ten times that much; $25 a week was pin 
money. So - you guessed it - I hit the bottle a little harder. On the night I 
fell down the stair well I wasn't delirious. I was drunk and I fell over the 
bannisters. The ambulance attendant who gave me the drink was only 
doing the humanitarian thing. When you've got an alcoholic on your 
hands the first rule is to give him the alcohol he seems to need. You 
leave it to the doctors and nurses to sober him up.  
     But I fooled the doctors and nurses during the three months that I 
was confined in the hospital. At least I thought I did, which is the same 
thing to an alcoholic. The first day there I managed to get a quart of rye. 
There are usually people in hospitals who think they are being kind in 
smuggling booze to you.  
     When I was nearing the end of my stay my nurse came and sat on my 
bed. "Of course you won't admit it," she said, "But you're an alcoholic. 
Why don't you do something about it?"  
     "Of course I'm not an alcoholic," I said. "I've simply had a little bad 
luck." She whipped out of the room with a crisping of her starched 
skirts. I reached under the covers of my bed. I took a long pull at a pint I 
had hidden there. Stupid fool! Me, an alcoholic.  
     Let's go back a little. I started what was then called social drinking a 
few years after college. I got married. I entered radio publicity. In 1927 
I went with National Broadcasting Company and was soon promoted. I 
was going great guns.  
     At the same time I was doing more drinking. At home I drank only 
when we had quests, though I always found the need to have three or 
four extra snorts on the side. I was beginning to fall into a drinker's 
pattern, but I didn't know it. Then my wife left me. She took my two 

sons with her. This startled me, because she said that she left me because 
I drank too much. Ridiculous! Why, I only drank as every other 
businessman did. But she left me nevertheless. Within two years I was 
married again. This time I was going to show the world, particularly my 
first wife.  
     I showed her all right. I was now living in a 14-room house in a 
swanky Connecticut suburb; sitting pretty. I left the National 
Broadcasting Company to go with a famous advertising firm. I did a lot 
of traveling and naturally I did a lot of drinking on my trips. How, 
otherwise, could you entertain the customers? Ah, how otherwise!  
     Eventually I was eased out of that firm and it never occurred to me 
why. They gave me a thousand reasons but not the real reason, which was 
that I couldn't hold my liquor. Other men could, but I couldn't.  
     I was then elected president of an agency specializing in radio and I 
felt pretty good. But strangely enough, I was eased out of that company 
also. Then I went with another big advertising agency. It was about six 
months before I was eased out of there.  
     When I lost that job I had been married, the second time, about seven 
years. My job was gone but I was confident that on the following Monday 
I would start on a much better one; all I had to do was say the word. So I 
proceeded to go home and to announce to my wife that on this week end I 
was really going on a binge. I guess I did. I don't remember.  
On Monday I woke up in a hospital. This was the Norwich State Hospital 
for the Insane, at Norwich, Connecticut. I explained to a nurse that I had 
been drinking a little too much and that my wife had sent me here for a 
couple of weeks to sober up.  
     "Two weeks!" said the nurse. "Do you know you've been in here for 
two years?" I was, too. My wife apparently had been more fed up than I 
realized. She had signed the papers committing me. The first time she 
came she was sorry, but it was not until five months later that we were 
able to convince the State of Connecticut that I should be let out. One 
reason for the aplomb that got me out was that in this hospital, try as I 
might, I couldn't sneak a drink.  
      When at last I got out I found that my wife had gone to live with her 
parents and she had taken the children with her. She had disposed of 
practically everything we owned in our beautiful 14-room house. What 
did I do? You guessed it. You're going to guess it so often that I'll now try 
to give you a listing of the hospitals I was in - for excessive drinking -
after that.  
     Plattsburg, with which I started this story. Broken hip. Metropolitan 
Hospital, Welfare Island, New York. Delirium tremens. Bellevue 
Hospital, New York, more than a dozen times. This was in the 
psychopathic or "drunk" ward, naturally.  
     And, oh yes, before any of this started there was a stretch at New 
York's Medical Center, where I paid $25 a day for room and keep for a 
so-called "nervous breakdown." I did not realize that it was alcohol that 
caused my "nervousness." I never had the guts to put the blame where it 
belonged.  
But let's go back to the time I left Norwich. I crawled out of there with 
my tail between my legs and I found my wife had left and I went on a 
series of benders. No wife could tell me where to get off!  
     I left Connecticut. New York was better; there were more people to 
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borrow from. I still had "friends" at NBC and other places. I used to 
hang around NBC at five in the afternoon, waiting for people to come 
out. I put the bee on all of them: five dollars today, two dollars 
tomorrow, three the next day.  
     I always tried to borrow at least two dollars. One dollar for my room 
in a cheap hotel, the other dollar for the half-pint that would put me to 
sleep. On at least one occasion I found myself sleeping on the grass with 
a 25-cent bottle of sherry in my hand. I say I found myself. Actually a 
policeman found me and told me to get going. Although it was late 
September I was well-dressed (so I thought) in a filthy white Palm 
Beach suit and a pair of white shoes that were mostly black.  
     "I'm no drunken bum," said I to the cop resentfully.  
     To myself I was still the important personage who for years had been 
a prominent executive. I knew that if people would stop picking on me I 
would be back on my feet tomorrow. Always tomorrow.  
     Then my friends ganged up and sent me to Plattsburg. When I got out 
of the Plattsburg Hospital, on crutches, I fondly expected my wife to feel 
sorry for me and let me come home. She didn't. She was done with me.  
I thought my sister was done with me too. But my sister, bless her heart, 
wasn't done with me. She knew a man, the brother of a friend of hers. 
She sent him to see me.  
     He told me the story of his life, which was much like mine. He asked 
me to go to the home of a man in Brooklyn who had gathered around 
him a dozen other men and women who also had stories like mine. They 
came for me in a car; they practically carried me up the steps to my first 
meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. I walked in on a group of 30 or 40 
who looked happy and sober. I thought they were a bunch of holier-than-
thou's who would try to make me over into their own pattern. But these 
people offered me friendship without criticism. They came and got me 
each week, and I finally came to understand that they had a set of 
principles which, if I followed them, would enable me to lead a better 
life. But I still kept my tongue in my cheek. They could call themselves 
alcoholics. I never would, because I wasn't one.  
     This was just six years before I finally admitted in an Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting, humbly and sincerely, that I too was an alcoholic.  
The contact with these people did something to me. I got back into the 
National Broadcasting Company. I stayed cold sober for about two 
years. Then for a few years I drank, but very carefully. I managed to 
keep my job; as a matter of fact, I again went up the scale very rapidly. 
An advertising agency took me away from NBC and I thought that was a 
feather in my cap.  
      I married again, for the third time. I now felt so sure of myself that I 
went on a toot. My wife and I had some arguments about the fact that I 
was drinking again. I told her not to be silly, that I had the thing under 
complete control. She was a trained nurse. She knew all the symptoms. 
She simply moved faster than the others and saved herself a lot of grief. 
At the end of five weeks she left me. For good. That was my third strike. 

      I was very sorry for myself and - you've guessed it again. Presently I 
became unconscious with the D.T.'s for ten days. The advertising agency 
was swell to me, but eventually its patience wore out and I was fired 
again. Because I didn't have any money left I was sent to the public 
hospital on Welfare Island. God knows how I came out of it, but I did. 
God knows how I got a job, but I did. I got a job with one of the biggest 
of all advertising agencies, and I thumbed my nose at all my critics. This 
time I would show them! I showed them by going on a bender. Needless 
to say I lost this job too.  

     I was then being sent to the psychopathic ward at Bellevue Hospital. 
The authorities finally got tired of seeing me there, where they would 
sober you up for five days and then turn you loose, only to have you 
reappear again. If you were a repeater long enough there was still 
another fate in store for you - the Rockland State Hospital, where if you 
were once elected to membership it might be good for life. The 
grapevine at Bellevue told me I was going to be sent to Rockland. That 
scared me stiff.  
     I needed a cigarette; I didn't have one; I didn't even have the money 

for one. There was a visitor sitting by the bed next to mine. He was 
smoking, so I put on my best smile and bummed a cigarette from him. 
Then I entered into small talk by way of talking to him. Was this his first 
visit to Bellevue?  
     He said, casually, "I'm just a member of A.A. This is my day to visit 
patients." "You mean you're a member of Alcoholics Anonymous?"  
"Sure." He grinned at me.  
     I was scared. Moreover, the truth had been beginning to dawn on me -
the truth that I was an alcoholic. It had been coming very painfully - but it 
was coming. I stammered, "I once - well, I wasn't exactly a member, but I 
went to a lot of meetings. I mean of A.A. Do you think - ?"  
     The man smiled. "Take it easy, son - you can't do it all by yourself." 
Then he dumped a pack of cigarets on my bed and walked out.  
     That same day five different members of Alcoholics Anonymous came 
to call on me. They talked. I listened. Eventually they got me out of 
Bellevue. I have never been back there - and I have never taken a drink 
since.  
     I started attending A.A. meetings again, but now, instead of being in a 
private house in Brooklyn, they were held in a big building in Manhattan, 
with bowling alleys and pool tables, a cafeteria and rooms for bridge and 
poker. Instead of three or four dozen people hanging around there now 
were hundreds.  
     But it wasn't this material progress of the A.A. movement that got me. 
It was literally a spiritual awakening. Maybe I can't explain it but I'll try.  
I took an honest fearless inventory of myself - the first of my life. I 
became willing to have my faults removed, instead of trying, always 
futilely, to remove them myself. I became humble enough to ask help 
from a higher power. Yes, God, though you don't have to believe in God: 
just a higher power, the power that makes the world go around, or any 
other conception of a power greater than yourself.  
     Since then I have tried through meditation and prayer to increase my 
conscious contact with that higher power. I have tried to make amends for 
the wrongs I have done, and I have tried to pass my experiences along to 
those who are having similar troubles. I have tried to practice the 
principles of A.A. in my daily contact with my fellow men. This article is 
an example of what I mean. It isn't any fun to bare my past as a souse. But 
I do it gladly in the hope that the telling may help some other souse not to 
be one.  
     I speak of the principles of A.A. They are all written. Anyone can read 
them all in 20 seconds. But the basis of the program is not in learning 
something by rote. The success of the program is simply in living for 
others instead of for yourself.  
     And the program works. I find that I am finding genuine happiness in 
helping other people. I believe that I have gained the respect of my 
former employers. I know I have regained the love of members of my 
family with whom I still have contact.  
     Certain things are gone. My three attempts at marriage - they are gone, 
of course. My children have been taken from me - but if I ever meet them, 
I will at least be the kind of person they won't be ashamed of.  
We can't retrace our steps. All we can do is to live every day as it is dealt 
out to us. We do what we can today to make up for our yesterdays; that is 
all we can do. While we may have dreams for tomorrow, we don't live 
tomorrow today - but living today, really living today, we find our 
tomorrows are never like yesterday.  
 

From my research, I believe this to be the story of Morgan R., first 
Roman Catholic member in New York, and a former add man who 
arranged to appear on the Gabriel Heatter Radio Show on April 25th,
1939, for the purpose of promoting sales of the Big Book. This was the 
first national exposure for Alcoholics Anonymous.                ----PP Editor 
 

�

The Pierce’s Progress Newsletter presents articles in the interest of 
promoting awareness and discussion of uor AA History, and makes no 
claim as to accuracy. 

---Pierce’s Progress
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DISTRICT 9 
 
 

DISTRICT 29  
 
 

DISTRICT 44 
 
 

DISTRICT 45 
 
Greetings From District 45, 
 
Not a ton to report from our district but what 
there is is exciting. At last months district 
meeting we filled all of our district service 
positions which was an awesome thing to be 
apart of. A huge thank you to the fellowship for 
stepping up and making yourselves available for 
service. Unfortunately since that meeting we do 
need to fill the district accessibilities liaison and 
we are in need of an Alt. Treasurer. If you 

would like to make yourself available for either 
of these positions please get a hold of myself at 
dcm45@area72aa.org or come to the december 
district meeting at CSO at 6:00 pm. 
  
At our next couple of district meetings we will 
be having an area trusted servant giving a 
presentation. In December our Area Chair, 
Darren F.,  will be giving a presentation on 
Motions. In January our Area Archivist, Steve 
C., will be giving a presentation on Archives. I 
am looking forward to having both visit our 
district meeting. 
 
We are close to the January 2012 Area 72 
Quarterly which we are co-hosting and we are 
going to need some volunteers to be greeters at 
the quarterly. If you are interested in helping 
please contact your GSR or myself. We are 
also asking for volunteers in Bellevue in March 
for PRAASA. If you would like to help at this 
event you can get a hold of myself and you can 

come to the January quarterly to sign up. It is 
going to be a great event you won't want to 
miss out on. 
 
We had a wonderful Gratitude Banquet. A huge 
thank you for all who helped plan this event 
and those who attended. We look forward to 
many more banquets in the future. We will 
have a financial report availble at the next 
district meeting. 
 
And finally, as usual, if you have any questions, 
comments or concerns about district 45 please 
feel free to email me and let me know what you 
think. Thank you all for your service.
  
In Service 
Kevin K. 
 
 
 

DISTRICT 54 
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DATE & DAY EVENT TIME WHERE CONTACT  

Dec 12          (2nd  Mon) TSSC 12th  Step Committee 6:30PM Tacoma CSO 
3640 S. Cedar, Suite S. 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

TSSC 12th  Step Comm. Chair at: 
tbone1608@yahoo.com   

Dec 13          (2nd  Tues) District -29 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� dcm29@area72aa.org  

Dec 14          (2nd   Wed) CPC Committee Meeting 6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: CPC Chair at: 
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org  

Dec 15          (3rd Thur)  District 45 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: dcm45@area72aa.org   

Dec 19          (3rd  Tues) District -9 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� dcm9@area72aa.org   

Dec 20          (3rd   Wed) District 44 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� dcm44@area72aa.org   

Jan   1           (1 st    Sun)  CSO Committee Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� CSO Chair, Crystal at:  
cdschaff@gmail.com   

Jan   3           (1 st Tues)  Treatment Committee 
Meeting  

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: Treatment Chair at:  
treatment@piercecountyaa.org   

Jan   4           (1st   Wed) Accesseibility Committee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������: Accessibilty Chair at:  
accessibilty@piercecountyaa.org   

Jan   5           (1st Thur)  Public Information 
Committee Meeting 

6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� Public Information Chair at:  
pichair@piercecountyaa.org   

Jan   9          (2nd  Mon) TSSC 12th  Step Committee 6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� TSSC 12th  Step Comm. Chair at: 
tbone1608@yahoo.com   

Jan 10          (2nd  Tues) District -29 GSR Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:�������� dcm29@area72aa .org  

Jan 11          (2nd   Wed) CPC Committee Meeting  6:30PM :����������������::����������������::����������������::����������������:���� CPC Chair at:  
cpcchair@piercecountyaa.org  

Jan 12          (2nd  Thur)  Corrections Committee 
Meeting 

6:30PM :���������������:���������������:���������������:�������������������::::���� Corrections Chair at:  
corrections@piercecountyaa.org  

December 17,  
Saturday 

WWA 72 Corrections 
Committee Quarterly 
Business Meeting  

Fellowship: 9:00AM  
Business:  10:00AM 

Fellowship Christian Church  
860E. 38Th St. 
Tacoma, WA  

corrections@area72aa.org   

December 31,  
Saturday 

New Years Rockin Eve Dance  Starts: 8:00PM  
Ends:  1:00AM 

Puyallup Elks Lodge  
314 27th St NE 
Pyallup, Wa 98372 

stampmymud@yahoo.com   
See flyer this issue 

January  6,7, 2012 
Friday 

WWA 72 Quarterly Business 
Meeting 

Starts: Friday Best Western Park Plaza Hotel 
620 South Hill Park Drive 
Pyallup, WA 98373 

Donna K. altdcm29@area72aa.org   

January 21,  
Saturday 

WWA 72 Treatment 
Committee Quarterly 
Business Meeting 

9:00AM Fellowship  
10:00AM Business 

United Methodist Church  
5701 McCaurther Blvd. 
Vancouver, WA 98661 

treatment@wwa72aa.org   

February 11,  
Saturday 

WWA 72 PI/CPC Committees 
Quarterly Business meeting 

9:00AM Fellowship  
10:00AM Business 

United Churches of Olympia  
110 11th Ave SE 
Olympia, WA 98501 

cpc@area72aa.org   

February 24 thru 26,  
Friday 

Blending of Time AA 
Conference 

Starts: Friday  
Ends:  Sunday 

La Quinta Inn & Suites  
1425East 27 th St. 
Tacoma, WA 98421 

253-383-0146 or 800-531-5900 

February 4,  
Saturday 

WWA 72 Archives Committee 
Quaterly Business Meeting 

9:00AM Fell owship  
10:00AM Business 

Maymount Event Center  
325 152nd  St E 
Tacoma, WA 98445 

archives@area72aa.org   

February 4, 
Saturday 

District 54 Gratitude Banquet Starts: 5:30 Buckley Eagles Hall See Flyer in this issue 

March 10,  
Saturday 

39th  Annual  
Burien Little Assembly 

Starts: 11:00AM  John F. Kennedy High School  
140 S. 140th Street 
Burien, WA 98168 

 

May 13, 
Sunday 

WWA 72 PI/CPC Committees 
Quarterly Business meeting 

9:00AM Fellowship 
10:00AM Business 

Oakview Grange  
2715 N Pearl St. 
Centralia, WA 98513 

cpc@area72aa.org  

CALE NDAR OF EVENTS 
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 CSO Dates 

Information contained herein is for the purpose of informing the reader, Tacoma CSO doesn’t promote any outside events.    --P.P. Editor 
 


